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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DEveEvopr- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, tle Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commerciai Statisties; 
Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, etc., of 
Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 


The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1918, was held in 
the Pennington Street premises of the London Docks which 








were placed at the disposal of the Board of Trade by the 
Port of London Authority. It was opened on 11th March 
and closed on 22nd March. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 10, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Board of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C, 2. 


A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73. 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 


OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
: COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Informaticn. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
eountries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 


The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’). 
Zt is not open to non-British traders. 


Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 


Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
4n the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 


{Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghail Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 





———————————— 


FORM K, 


H.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to furnish 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
$ntelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
fiyms in their respective Consular Districts who can be 
poems as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
acture. 


This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
cerried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K’’ system of information a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Iniclligencce) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 

1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,’’ 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulation to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have jeined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James's Street, London, S.W. 1). or through bodies 
efiliated toe the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


ELECTRIC POWER SUPPLY. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE 
COMMITTEE. 


Early in 1917 the President of the Board of Trade 
appointed a Committee, with Sir Archibald Williamson, 
Bart., M.P., as Chairman, ‘‘ To consider and report 
what steps should be taken, whether by legislation or 
otherwise, to insure that there shall be an adequate 
and economical supply of Electric Power for all classes 
of consumers in the United Kingdom, particularly 
industries which depend upon a cheap supply of power 
for their development.’’ The Report of that Com- 
mittee, dated 29th April last, has now been issued. It 
-ig signed by the Chairman and all the other members, 
who were as follows:—Mr. Harry Booth, O.B.E., Mr. 
J. F. Crowley, D.Sc., Mr. James Devonshire, Mr. 
Harold Dickinson, Mr. James Falconer, M.P., Mr. 
G. H. Hume, Mr. John Kemp, Mr. E. F. Vesey-Knox, 
Ikx.C., Mr. H. H. Law, C.B., Mr. C. H. Merz, The 
Hon. Sir Charles Parsons, K.C.B., F.R.S., Mr. 
William B. Smith, O.B.E., Sir John Snell, Alderman 
C. F. Spencer, and Mr. A. J. Walter, K.C. 


GENERAL CONCLUSIONS. 











The Committee, soon after their appointment, had 
before them the Reports of the Coal Conservation Sub- 
Committee of the Reconstruction Committee, and of 
the Electrical Trades Committee appointed by the 
Board of Trade. In view of the investigations of these 
Ccmmittees, and of other information, the Electric 
Power Supply Committee unanimously came, in May, 
1917, to the following general conclusions :— 

1.—That when British industry is subjected to the test of 
keen international competition after the war, its success will 
depend upon the adoption of the most efficient methods and 
machinery, so as to reduce manufacturing costs as much as 
possible. 

2.—That a highly important element in reducing 
facturing costs will be the general extension of the 
Electric Power supplied at the lowest possible price, and it 
is by largely increasing the amount of power used in the 
industry that the average output per head, and, as a conse- 
quence, the wages of the worker, can be raised. 


3.—That the present system under which a supply of elec- 
tricity is provided in a large number of small areas by 
separate authorities, is the result of a policy adopted at a 
time when the applied science of electrical engineering was 
in its infancy, and is incompatible with anything that can 
now be accepted as a technically sound system. 

4.—That the inter-connection of existing electrical supply 
stations, recommended by the Board of Trade in their letter 
of the 25th May, 1916, however desirable in itself, cannot 
alone meet the requirements of the situation. 

5.—That a comprehensive system for the generation of 
electricity, and, where necessary, re-organising its supply, 
should be established as soon as possible. 


manu- 
use ot 


THE NATIONAL ASPECT. 


It was then decided to invite evidence from repre- 
sentative Associations throughout the country with 
regard to the best methods of giving effect to these 
conclusions. The list of witnesses, from whom valuable 
acsistance is acknowledged, includes representatives 
of all the great power systems, and of large users of 
eurrent. It was recognised by the Committee that 
their terms of reference should be considered from a 
national point of view, so that their recommendations 
might lead to a practical scheme for providing the vital 
requirement of cheap power throughout the country. 
The supply of such power was now seen to be virtually 
as essential as labour and materials in so far as it 
affected economical production. The value of the 
application of electricity to practically all classes of 
niachinery and processes had been increasingly demon- 
strated in a striking manner during the war, especially 
in the manufacture of munitions and other work of 
national importance; while the rapid expansion of 
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munition factories had been only rendered possible by 
its aid. The extent to which electricity might be 
further applied to cheaper and better mechanical pro. 
duction, to improved railway service, to electro. 
chemical and metallurgical processes, to agriculture, 
and to domestic labour-saving apparatus, was altogether 
incalculable. The Committee expressed the hope that 
in their proposals the respective claims of national 
economic interest and of local self-government would 
be equitably adjusted, and that the whole community 
would benefit greatly trom the changes recommended, 


PRESENT CONDITIONS CONDEMNED. 


An eXainination into the history and law of eleciric 
supply convinced the Committee that legislation had 
hitherto been insutficientiy large and comprehensive in 
its outlook, and that the Acts affecting the public supply 
of electricity are unsuited to the ‘present times. It 
had been conclusively proved that a Municipal or 
Loca] Government area was not necessarily, and in faet 
was rarely, the most economical area of electrical 
supply. The Electric Lighting Act, 1882, provided that 
powers might be granted thereunder in respect of any 
area, and that a local authority might be authorised ** to 
supply electricity within any area although the same 
or some part thereof may not be included within their 
own district,’’ but in practice applications for Provi- 
sional Orders had been generally limited to the area 
of one local authority. 

The state of uncertainty as to whether or not action 
would be taken under the purchase provisions of the 
Electric Lighting Act, 1888, and as to their interpre- 
tation, had undoubtedly been adverse to the full and 
proper development of company undertakings subject 
to these provisions. Expedients had been introduced 
into later Acts to enable suppliers to distribute elec- 
tricity to premises partly within and partly without, 
or wholly without their areas, and what were termed 
‘* Fringe Orders ’’ had been granted by the Board of 
Trade to authorise this class of supply, but these 
measures were both inconclusive and unsatisfactory. 
The right of veto exercisable by Borough, Urban and 
Rural District Councils in England and Wales and 


Ireland, and by County Councils and Police Com.- | 


missioners in Scotland, on the erection of overhead 
wires, was another factor which had greatly militated 


against expansion and development, and had raised | 


the cost of the electricity supplied. 
Owing to the chaos of different systems, say the Committee. 


and the absence of any attempt to standardise pressures and | 


frequencies, co-operation between neighbouring authorities 
is difficult and expensive. In London, for example, there are 
seven railway and tramway systems which generate electricity 
for the purposes of traction at differing frequencies—one at 


50, two at 334, and four at 25—thus rendering exchange of | 


electricity between them impracticable except at the great 
expense involved in converting it. Again, there are in the 


area of Greater London 70 authorities who supply electricity | 


to the public, and own some 70 generating stations, with 
50 different types of system, 10 different frequencies, and 24 
different voltages. 


It would be wrong, however, either to minimise the pro- } 


gress which has been made or to attribute the slow progress 
in certain directions entirely to legislative and administra- 
tive mistakes. There are other causes which have retarded 
electrical progress in the United Kingdom. Manufacturers 
have been slow to take a public supply of power partly 
through a mistaken reluctance to being dependent on others 
for anything they can make themselves. The same tendency 
has been shown in the past by most of the railway companies. 
We are glad to notice from the evidence that has been given 
to us that a change of view is taking place, and that it is 
generally recognised that in electricity supply there must be 
more co-operation—less isolation—if the country is to pro- 
gress with the rapidity which new circumstances demand. 


* + * * 


To sum up as regards the present position, the evidence 
given before us was unanimous in declaring it to be unsatis- 
factory, and the opinion of practicaily everv witness was 
that something must be done and as speedily as possible. 
Our investigation confirms fully the opinion of the Coal 
Conservation Sub-Committee and the Electrical Trades Com- 
mittee regarding prevailing conditions, and leads us unani- 
mously to the conclusion that the present state of affairs is 
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contrary to the national interest, wasteful of fuel resources, 
deprives industries of the advantage which a well devised 
system of generation and distribution of electricity would 
give, and thereby handicaps them in competition with othe 
countries. 

IMPORTANCE OF CHEAP POWER. 


It should be recognised that cheap electrical power 
would in the future be essential to the industrial pro- 
oress of this country. The concentration of large 
cenerating units in larger and fewer power stations was 
urgently required in order to reduce the cost of indus- 
trial power to a minimum, to conserve coal, and to get 
the fullest value out of every ton consumed. The Coal 
Conservation Sub-Committee’s investigations had shown 
that in the United States the amount of power used 
in industries expressed’ in terms of the operatives 
employed was greater than in this country. In prac- 
tically all our industries the horse-power per operative 
could be increased with advantage both to capital and 
to jabour, as was shown by the results obtained in 
the United States, where both the ‘‘ net output” per 
operative employed and the standard rates of wages 
were higher. There were to-day in the United King- 
dom about 600 bodies generating electricity for public 
purposes, apart from the large number of manufac- 
turers, collieries, and others, who generated their own 
power. The Committee had no doubt that these 
separate stations could be reduced to a relatively small 
number, and that the country would greatly benefit 
by the concentration. ‘The conditions governing a 
cheap supply were set out by the Committee as 
follows :— 

1.—Combined generation within suitable areas. 
2.—Well-situated stations, having regard to condensing 
water, fuel, and distance from consumers, 
3.—Modern and large units of generating plant. 
4.—_Uniform standards of system, frequency and pres- 
sure, so far as now practicable. 
5.—Greater freedom for overhead wires and wayleaves. 
6.—Good technical and business management. 
7.—Adequate and cheap capital. 

To the above might be added reduced valuations for rating 
purposes, especially in the case of transmission lines, and the 
economies which may be obtained by gasification of coal and 
recovery of by-products in certain districts. 


A CENTRAL AUTHORITY PROPOSED. 


‘‘ If it had been possible,’’ say the Committee, ** in 
the light of present day experience, to work upon a 
clean slate, it would have been comparatively easy to 
devise a scheme under which a central authority should 
fix standards and supervise a national and uniform 
system of generation and supply. We are, however, 
faced with the existence of a patchwork system and 
must endeavour, as best we may, to adapt:it to new 
and improved conditions.’’ They then proceed to define 
the central authority which they recommend should be 
set up :— 

ELECTRICITY COMMISSIONERS. 
The general consensus of the evidence given before us was 


‘that the need for the creation of one central authority to 


regulate generation and distripution of electricity in Great 
Britain and Ireland is urgent, and that in the national 
interest steps should immediately be taken to establish it. 
With this view we are in complete agreement. This new 
authority, we suggest, should be known as “ The Electricity 
Commissioners.’’ The powers connected with the generation 
and supply of electricity, at present exercised by the Board 
of Trade, Local Government Board, Local Government Board 
for Ireland, and Scottish Office, should be transferred to 
the Commissioners. Many of our witnesses were strongly of 
opinion that the new authority should be independent of any 
existing Government Department and of Parliament. We 
cannot entirely concur in that view. Our recommendation 
is that the Commissioners should be appointed by the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, and that they should be in direct 
communication with him, and through him responsible to 
Parliament. We are of opinion that the Commissioners 
Should be endowed with very full powers. We feel that their 
duties should not be confined to framing and administering 
regulations and deciding questions brought before them, but 
that they should include the encouragement of the supply 


and distribution of electricity. 


THK BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 660 


THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. by 





It is essential that the Commissioners should be men of 
high standing and ability. Our recommendation is that 
they should in the first instance be five in number. Three 
of these Commissioners should be appointed on the terms 
that they should not hold office beyond the age of 65; that 
they should have substantial salaries, not less than £3,000 
per annum; and that their whole time should be given to 
the service. They should also have adequate pensions. The 
ordinary Treasury scale of pensions does not appear to be 
suitable in this case. The other two Commissioners might. be 
appointed for a short term of years, and neither the. age 
limit of 65, nor the right to a pension need apply to them, 
Engineering qualifications and business experience of. the 
highest order should be represented in the personnel of the 
Commission. The staff employed should include a Secretary 
and such electrical engineers and inspectors as may be neces- 
sary. The work falling on the Commissioners at first, and 
for some years, is likely to be heavy, but it is probable that 
later three Commissioners will suffice. We think the whole 
expenses of the Electricity Commissioners might be recovered 
from the electricity undertakings of the country by a charge 
levied upon them pro rata to revenue. > ; m 

ELectricaL Districts. | 

As soon as possible after their. appointment. the Commis- 
sioners should proceed to delimit suitable electrical districts. 
The Report of the Coal Conservation Sub-Committee ‘sug- 
gested that Great Britain should be :divided into some '16 
districts, in each of which. there should be' one authority 
dealing with all the generation and main transmission:, : It 
Should be borne in mind that, even after the creation; of 
large new stations, all generation in .a district would not 
take place in one station. There are, depending on the cir- 
cumstances, limits to the distance of economical transmission, 
whether by underground mains or overhead wires, There 
would probably be, in course of time, ina district whieh 
included industrial areas, several: new generating stations, 
the sites of which would have to he carefully chosen. with 
due regard to all the circumstances. These would be linked 
up with one another, and with existing stations, unless or 
until the latter were superseded as being uneconomical... — 

We do not express an opinion as to any exact number of 
districts, preferring that the Commissioners should have a 
free hand; but we are of opinion that they should in most 
cases be large, and cover ultimately the whole of Great 
Britain and Ireland. The great industrial districts should 
first be dealt with and especially those in which there is now 
no combined supply. It will not be necessary in the first 
instance to delimit districts in portions of the country where 
no important electrical development can immediately be 
anticipated, but it appears to us that whatever developments 
take place meantime in any area which has not yet been 
made part of a delimited district. should be so regulatéd: as 
to fit in, so far as possible, with the national system. 


District Evectricity Boarps. 


It is pointed out that in any large area at present 
there may be found several different classes of :elec- 
tricity undertakings, such as (1) a local authority, 
whether a Corporation or District Council; (2) ‘an 
electric lighting company; (3) a power company; (4) a 
tramway company; and (5) a railway power station. 
The Committee, after trying to solve the problem of 
uniting, without altering, existing undertakings, became 
convinced that the most satisfactory scheme must be 
based on a single ownership in each district of the 
generating stations and main transmission systems. 
They say :— 

After full consideration we have come to the conclusion 
that, in the national interest, generating stations and main 
transmission lines ought, as a general rule, to be publicly 
owned, and for this purpose a District Electricity Board 
should be set up in each of the districts when constituted, 
to which the generation and main transmission system should 
be transferred. The Order of the Commissioners which de- 
limits the district should incorporate the District Electricity 
Board. 

We recommend that District Electricity Boards should be 
established :— : 

(a) To acquire all the generating stations and main 
transmission systems within their districts (except- 
ing stations for private supply). 

(6b) To link up and develop the supply of electricity. 

(c) To erect new stations as and where necessary. 

(d) To acquire and utilise wherever practicable surplus 
electricity and waste gas and heat and other sources 
of power. , , ' 

We are of opinion that District Electricity Boards should 
have power to acquire generating plants of magnitude’ at 
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present owned by railways, tramways, or other public utility 
concerns, and that the supply to these undertakings should 
be combined with that to other consumers of power. Main 
line electrification may not take place immediately, but will 
undoubtedly come. Meantime, large extensions of the use 
of electric power for railways in connection with urban, 
suburban, and special goods traffic, are imminent. The im- 
portance of combining the supply to railways, tramways, and 
other classes of consumers, is beyond doubt, and we believe 
that each of them will benefit thereby. Combination will also 
save duplication of capital expenditure on reserve generat- 
ing plant which would otherwise be necessary. 

It is not their suggestion—except as regards public 
utility concerns—that there should be restrictions upon 
the ownership or setting up of private installations 
where the current is generated for the owner's use 
and not for sale. 


METHODS OF OPERATION. 


The Committee indicate three methods of operating 
the electrical undertakings in a district: (1) By the 
District Electricity Board; (2) by a company under 
lease from the District Electricity Board, such company 
preferably to be composed largely of consumers within 
the area affected; or (3) by an existing power company 
under lease from the District Electricity Board The 
method of operation should be decided by the District 
Electricity Board, and should bé subject to the 
approval of the Commissioners, to whom appeal by 
those interested may be made. The method decided 
upon should apply to the whole district. If the first 
method be adopted, then, as the object aimed at was 
the supply of electricity at the lowest possible price, 
it was essential that the District Electricity Board 
should make no divisible profit. The Board would, of 
course, require to provide for repairs, renewals, depre- 
ciation, obsolescence, interest and amortization of 
capital, and might place sums to reserve and carry 
forward credit or debit balances from one year to 
another, as might be prudent. 


Types AND Finance or District Boarps. 


The Committee recognise that the transfer, even 
if gradual, of the whole of the electricity undertakings 
from their present owners to the District Boards, will 
be a large operation, and will involve the raising of 
considerable sums in future for extensions and new 
generating stations. It may, in their view, be neces- 
sary to finance the Boards in whole or in part by 
funds raised with Government assistance, though, on 
the other hand, it may be possible to finance the 
Boards locally without resort to the Government. They 
think that it would be a mistake to tie the hands of 
the Commissioners in the preparation of schemes, and 
therefore give only certain general indications in regard 
to broad working lines. 

It is suggested that the District Boards might be of 
three types:—(a) Nationally financed; (6) locally 
financed; (c) mixed Boards, i.e., a combination of (a) 
and (b) in varying proportions. In every case the Com- 
mittee strongly recommend that the Boards shall be 
as small in size as possible. They believe that this 
policy will tend to secure the selection of the most 
suitable persons and will otherwise ccnduce to efh- 
ciency. Having in view that their main recommenda- 
tions are based upon the principle of combination, they 
are of opinion that a District Electricity Board should 
be composed as follows :— 

(1.) Boards which are nationally financed should be 
composed of representatives of—(a) local authorities 
and companies which are at present distributors of 
electricity, (6) large consumers, (c) railways using 
electricity within the district of the Board. 

(II.) Boards which are locally financed should be 
composed of representatives of—(a) local authorities, 
whether distributors of electricity or not, (6) companies 
which are at present distributors of electricity, (c) large 
consumers, (d) railways using electricity within the 
district of the Board. 

(III.) Mixed Boards should be composed of repre- 
sentatives of the interests mentioned in (I.) or (II.) 
as may be determined by the Commissioners, accord- 
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ing to the relative proportions of financial support pro. 
vided from local and national sources respectively. 

The Report deals at considerable length with the 
constitution and functions of the proposed District 
Electricity Boards. The Committee do not, however, 
attach undue importance to details concerning method 
of election, exact proportion of representation, etc. Ip 
formulating their scheme they provided for districts 
in which District Electricity Boards were charged with 
operation as well as ownership, but in any instance 
where operation was transferred to a company, they 
think the same constitution for the District Electricity 
Board should be maintained. ‘Che Board would still 
have important functions to perform. In cases where 
operation by a commercial company might be found 
preferable the District Electricity Board might lease 
their undertaking on terms to be approved by the 
Commissioners. Such a lessee company might, and 
perhaps should, preferably be composed largély of 
consumers receiving a supply in the district, as in 
this way community of interest could be secured ag 
regards price and dividend. in cases where _ the 
interests of an existing power company were very large, 
and where they had demonstrated their ability to dis. 
charge their statutory obligations with satisfaction to 
the consumers, such a power company might be 
selected to work under lease. 


DISTRIBUTION. 


The Committee state their opinion that if the supply 
of electricity were being commenced ab initio, it would 
be found best for generation and distribution to be 
conducted by one and the same body. In present 
circumstances, however, their view is that distribu: 
tion, especially in the case of the larger towns, should 
generally be left in the hands of present distributors, 
unless they wish to transfer it. There might be cases 
in a distribution area where it would be advantageous 
and economical if the District Electricity Board, or 
their lessees, supplied large consumers direct from their 
high tension mains. The object to be kept in view was 
the cheapest possible supply of electricity for industry, 
and where any difference arose in regard to such cases, 
the Electricity Commissioners should have power t 
settle them in an equitable and proper way. The 
majority of the Committee are of opinion that muni- 


cipalities and other local authorities should distribute} 


electricity without seeking to make a profit for the 
relief of the local rates, and those members of the 
Committee who do not concur in this view, think that 
such profits might be limited to a small percentage. 
They think it is undesirable to hamper industry by 


overcharging consumers of electricity for the benefit} 


Every Electric Lighting Order} 


of other ratepayers. 
fixed a maximum price, and Company Orders 
empowered the Board of Trade‘to vary this price from 
time to time. This power had rarely been called into 
operation, but when transferred to the Electricity 
Commissioners it should be extended and used s0 
to regulate prices from time to time, by means of 4 
sliding scale, rebates or otherwise, as to secure to 
consumers a proper proportion of the benefit of the 
reduction of cost due to the combination of generation. 
It would be desirable to fix lower maxima for power 
than for lighting purposes. 


CAPITAL INVESTED. 


In the year 1916 there were 230 companies and 327 
local authorities operating undertakings under statuiory 
authority for the supply of electricity to the public. 
Their capital expenditure had been:—Companies 36 
millions. local authorities 55 millions—a total of 
91 millions. A large percentage had been expended 
on distribution systems which in most cases would not 
be transferred. The average expenditure on lands, 
buildings and plant for generating purposes was a little 
under 50 per cent. of the total. As it was proposed 
that the District Boards should pay for generating 
stations owned by local authorities by way of ter- 
minable annuity, no cash or issue of Electricity Stock 
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would in their case be involved. With regard to com- 
panies, it was suggested that payment should be made 
out of the proceeds of the sale of Electricity Stock. 


AFTER WAR EXPENDITURE. 


The Committee urge that the development of electric 
supply should not be delayed by fear of high prices due 
to the war, and recommend Government assistance. 
They say :— 

The cost of the developments undertaken during and im- 
mediately after the war will be greatly enhanced by the 
abnormally high cost of materials. It is generally expected 
that high prices will prevail for some time after the conclu- 
sion of peace. The postponement of all developments until 
a time when prices have receded to what may be considered 
a normal level would, in our judgment, be most regrettable. 
The provision of adequate electric power is required for the 
resuscitation of industry. The problem caused by abnormal 
costs of new work, we think must be faced. The benefit of 
industrial activity in the years immediately following the 
war will be of immense importance to the nation, and any- 
thing that contributes to it will be of general advantage. 
We therefore recommend that the Government should go a 
long way in giving financial assistance, so that installations 
which are shown to be urgently required, and which are 
undertaken during a time when the cost of manufacture and 
erection is admittedly abnormal, should not be unduly 
burdened by charges for interest and amortisation. We 
refrain from suggestions as to what form this assistance 
should take, but we would emphasise the vital importance 
of the matter 

District Electricity Boards should have power to pay in- 
terest out of capital during periods of development, subject to 
the approval of the Electricity Conimissioners. 

They also recommend that largely extended powers 
should be granted for, cnter alia—{a) The use of over- 
head wires; (6) wayleaves; (c) acquisition of water 
rights. 

THE NATIONAL ADVANTAGES. 


The Report concludes by summing up the national 
advantages of the Committee’s recommendations in 
the following terms :— 

The economy in fuel which would result from combined 
generation of electricity has been dealt with at length in the 
Report of the Coal Conservation Sub-Committee. They say: 
“If the coal so saved were used for the production of further 
power it would be possible to generate continuously not less 
than 15,000,000 horse-power, which would more than compen- 
sate for the absence of large water powers in this country 
and admit of the manufacture here of many products which 
are at present only made in America and on the Continent.’’ 

The Electrical Trades Committee in their Report state 
that the national advantages to be gained from a well planned 
scheme of reconstruction will be inestimable. They say: 
“The items which are capable of reasonable calculation such 
as saving in fuel, reduction in factory costs and increased 
output, will together represent not less than £100,000,000 per 
annum,’ and again, ‘‘witnesses of high authority estimate 
the loss incurred by the nation through failure to take full 
advantage of electrical progress at not less than £100,000,000 
a year, a loss preventable by concentrating generation under 
improved administration.’? Any such advantages as are 
indicated by these large figures must be regarded as highly 
important, having in view the financial situation which will 
be created by the great cost of the war, and the international 
competition which may be expected at its conclusion. We 
may draw attention to another aspect of the matter. We 
believe that as a result of the improvements we recommend, 
and the development which may be expected to proceed from 
them, the use of electricity for domestic purposes, such as 
lighting, heating, cooking, and small power, will greatly 
increase. The cumulative effect of a really cheap supply 
of electricitv, on town conditions in particular, would be 
most marked, The saving of labour would be great, while 
the reduction of air pollution by smoke would result in 
a lower death rate from bronchial diseases and phthisis. 
The Coal Conservation Sub-Committee quote a statement to 
the effect that it has been estimated that the measurable 
damage done to property in Manchester and Salford alone, 
by smoke, amounts to nearly £1,000.000 per annum. This 
is equivalent to about £1 per head of the population. It is 
also stated that the results of a recent similar enquiry in 
Pittsburg, U.S.A... show a very much larger proportionate 
figure. Even allowing that only a portion of smoke damage 
could be avoided, the saving would be large. No doubt 
changed conditions would only come gradually. but we look 
forward with confidence to the advantages which a cheap 


THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





supply of electricity will bring to both the health and the 
convenience of the community. 

In view of the fact that the numerous investigations of 
the Reconstruction Committees, and the proposals made by 
them, must largely depend for their practical effect upon 
the supply of cheap power, we would in conclusion emphasise 
the importance of initiating the necessary legislation with 
the least possible delay. 





NON-FERROUS METAL ACT. 


LICENCES GRANTED. 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, 
sub-section 7 of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 
1918, and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders 
No. 265 of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal Industry), that 
Licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act 
have been granted by the Board of Trade te the under- 
mentioned companies, firms, or individuals :— 
Alexander, Fergusson and Co., Ltd., 50, Ruchill Street, 

Maryhill, Glasgow. 

Atlas Metal and Alloys Co., Ltd., The, 52, Queen Victoria 

Street, E.C. 4. 

Barber, J. Lionel, and Co., Ltd., 411, Tower Buildings, 

Liverpool. 

Barnatd, Walter Hy., 24, Lime Street, E.C. 3. 
Barwells, Limited, Pickford Street, Fazeley Street, 

Birmingham. 

Bath, Henry, and Son, 53, New Broad St., London, E.C. 2. 
Batt, John, and Co. (London), Ltd., 39, Old Broad Street, 

K.C. 2. 

Baxendale and Co., Lid., Miller Street, Manchester. 
Baxter, Fell and Co., 22-23, Great Tower Street, E.C. 3. 
Becks, A. T., Ltd., 54, Clement Street, Birmingham. 
Bennett, James J., and Son, 88, Mosley St., Manchester. 
Bolton Lead Works Co., Ltd., The, 16, John Dalton Street, 

Manchester. 

Borries, Craig and Co., Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Bowran, Robert, and Co., Ltd., 4, Nicholas Buildings, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 
Boyd, Thomas, and Co., 3, Rumford Street, Liverpool. 
Brand’s Pure Spelter Co., Ltd., 58, St. Vincent Street, 
Glasgow. 
Ltd., 





British Insulated Prescot, 
Lancashire. 

Broken Hill Association Smelters (Proprietary Ltd.), The, 
Pinners Hall, Austin Friars, E.C. 2. 

Broughton Co., Ltd., The, Manchester. 

Brown and Tawse, Ltd., 49, Meadowside, Dundee. 

Campbell, T. B., and Co., Ltd., 8, Picardy Place, Edinburgh. 

Capper, Pass and Son, Ltd., Bedminster Smelting Works, 
Bristol. 

Carrick and Brockbank, 13, Chapel Walks, Manchester, and 
1, Cannon Street, Birmingham. 

Coward and Co., 3, Upper Frederick Street, Liverpool. 

Crawley, Parsons and Co., Ltd., 10, Ludgate Hill, 
Birmingham. 

Cumming and Keliey, 14, St. Mary Axe, E.C. 3. 

Docker, Dudley Thornley, Exchange Buildings, Birmingham. 

Dutton, Massey and Co., Norfolk House, Lawrence Pountney 
Hill, E.C. 4. 

Fage, William John, 36, New Road, Stepney, E. 1. 

French and Smith, 11, Oldhall Street, Liverpool. 

Fry’s Metal Foundry; 25-30, Holland Street, Blackfriars, 
S.E. 1. 

Garnham, J. B. and Sons, 1382, Upper Thames Street, E.C. 4. 

Gibbs, Antony, and Sons, 22, Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2. 

Gray, Andrew, and Co., Govanhaugh Works, 563-565, Govan 
Street, Glasgow. 

Griffiths, Herbert, 1438, Cherrywood Road, Birmingham. 

Gummer, G. and W. G., Ltd., Rotherham. 

Gyles, E. F., 5, Crawford Passage, Farringdon Road, E.C. 

Hall, William. 87 and 89, Winstanley Road, Battersea. S.W. 

Harford and Bristol Brass Co., Golden Heart Wharf, 
Dowgate, E.C. 4. 

Henderson and Glass, 20, Vulcan Street, Liverpool. 

Henry, C. 8., and Co., Ltd., 12, Leadenhall Street, London, 
E.C. 3. 

Higginbottom and Co., 21, Spring Gardens, Manchester. 

High Speed Steel Alloys, Ltd., Ditton Road. Widnes. 

Huth, Frederick, and Co., 12, Tokenhouse Yard, London, 
E.C. 2. 

Tsaaes, Moss, Ltd., 122, Cannon Street, E.C. 4. 

Jacks, William, and Co., 5, East India Avenue, E.C. 3. 

Jackson, J. and H. B., Limited, Nelson Street, Coventry. 

James and Shakspeare, Ltd., 1, Metal Exchange Buildings, 
Whittington Avenue, E.C. 3. 

Jevons and Co., 6, Rumford Place, Liverpool. 


and Helsby Cables, 
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Jones and Co., R., Ltd., Birchall St., Deritend, Birmingham. 

Keeling, A. D., Ltd., Caroline Street Metal Works, 
Birmingham. 

Keeling and Walker, Ltd., Stoke-on-Trent. 

Kidston, A. G., and Co., 93, West George Street, Glasgow. 

Kleinwort, Sons and Co., 20, Fenchurch Street, E.C. 3. 

Lander and Larsson, 164, Edmund Street, Birmingham. 

Lawson, Turnbull and Co., Ltd., Mealmarket St., Aberdeen. 

Le Bas, Edward, and Co., Dock House, Billiter St., E.C. 3. 

Leigh and Sillaven, Lid., Barton House, 66, Deansgate, 
Manchester. 

Lloyd, E., and Co., 85, Gracechurch Street, E.C. 3. 

Locke, Blackett and Co., Ltd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Mahler and Co., 747, Royal Liver Buildings, Water Street, 
Liverpool. 

Matheson and Co., Ltd., 3, Lombard Street, E.C. 3. 

McAlpine and Co., Ltd., Thistle Works, Campbell Street, 
Govan, Glasgow. 

McIntyre, J., and Co., 9-15, York Street, Liverpool. 

MecKechnie Bros., Ltd., Rotton Park Street, Birmingham. 

Mitchell, Genge and Gimenez, Peninsular House, 28, 
Monument Street, E.C. 3. 

Moulsdale, W. E. and Co., 6, Castle Street, Liverpool. 

Musgrove, W. A., 28-30, Bridge Street, Manchester. 

Neédham, John, and Sons, 44, Brown Street, Manchester. 

Neems, E. W., and Co., 80, Gracechurch Street, London, 
E.C. 3. 

Nichols, C. A. and H., Ocean House, 24-25 Great Tower 
Street, F.C, 3. 


O’Hare, William, Old Mill, Weir Street, Blackburn, 
Lancashire. 

Pegler Bros. and Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., 54, Brown Street, 
Glasgow. 


Perkins, Bertie, and Co., Swansea. 

Perry, J. C., and Son, 96, Horseley Fields, Wolverhampton. 

[Peterson, Th. W., and Co., Limited, 26, Newhall Hill. 
Birmingham. 

Roberts, T. R., Son and Clarke, 9-11, Exchange Buildings, 
New Street, Birmingham. 

Rogers, J. Irving, and Co., Windsor Buildings, George 
Street, Liverpool. 

Rothschild, N. M., and Sons, Royal Mint Refinery, 19, Royal 
Mint Street, London, E. 1. 

Samuel, Sons, and Benjamin, 16, Philpot Lane, F.C. 3. 

Scott Brothers, Ltd., 46, Sandhill, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Scrap Metal Co., The, 24, Lime Street, London, E.C. 3. 

Shaw, Thomas, 105, Aston Read, Birmingham. 

Sibbald, Deans and Co., 229, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. 

Stanley Engineering Co., Manvers Street, Bath. 

St. Asaph Zinc, Lead and Baryta Co., Ltd., The, 36, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 1. 

Stedman, Crowther and Co., 4, Lime Street, E.C. 3. 

Tennant, C., Sons and Co., Ltd., 9. Mincinge Lane. E.C. 3. 

Thermit, Ltd., 675, Commercial Road, Limehouse, Poplar, F. 

Thomas and Strachan, 28, Chapel Street, Liverpool. 

Wardle, William, and Co., 9, Cook Street, Liverpool. 

Watson, W., and Co., 110, Cannon Street. E.G. 4. 

Williams, J. Barton, 17, Leopold Street, Birmingham. 

Wood and Parker, 2, East India Avenue, E.C. 3. 

Wyer and Hawke, 4. Crosby Square, London, E.C. 3. 

Zine Producers’ Association Proprietary Limited, Pinners 
Hall, Austin Friars, E.C. 2. 


————— 





APPOINTMENT OF CONTROLLER OF TRADING 

: ACCOUNTS. 

The President of the Board of Trade has appointed 
Mr. H. Mead Taylor to be Controller of Trading 
Accounts of the Board of Trade. Mr. Mead Taylor’s 
Offices will be in Gwydyr House, Whitehall, London, 
S.W. 1. 





NORWEGIAN AWARDS. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Nor- 
wegian Consul-General, a piece of plate which has 
been awarded by the King of Norway to the Rev. 
Thomas Jones, C.C., of Ballyferriter, Co. Kerry, in 
recognition of his services in assisting to rescue eight 
members of the crew of the Norwegian barque 
~ Carmanian,’’ at Ballinabuck, in April, 1916. 

The King of Norway has also awarded the sum of 
three pounds each to Patrick Lynch, Patrick Connor, 
and Patrick James Connor for their services on the 
occasion. 
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ECONOMIES IN PAPER. 


PROHIBITION OF “ RETURNS” 

We print below the text of the Paper Restriction 
(Prohibition of Returns) Order, 1918, which is dated 
24th May. It prohibits, with certain exceptions, the 
delivery, on and after 24th June next, by any 
person to any other person in the United. King. 
dom, or in any other country in Europe, of 
newspapers, periodicals, etc., ‘“‘on sale or return,” 
and alse prohibits the acceptance by any person 
in the United Kingdom of published matter on 
sale or return. The payment of allowances or rebates 
in respect of unsold copies is also generally prohibited, 
It is provided that the return, or the payment of allow- 
ances or rebates, are not prohibited in the case of pub- 
lished matter delivered for sale or distribution before 
24th June next, of newspapers delivered too late to 
be distributed or sold as current news, of copies delli- 
vered so damaged as to be unsaleable, and of bound 
books delivered by a publisher to wholesale agents, pro- 
vided that they have not previously left the agents’ 
premises for purposes of sale. On and _ after 
10th December next the Order will extend to deliveries 
to persons carrying on business jin any Dominion or 
country whatever. The Controller of Paper may by 
licence on speciai grounds exempt any particular 
transaction from the provisions of the Order. 


The Board of Trade deeming it expedient to make further 
exercise of their powers under Regulations 2F and 2JJ of 
the Defence of the Realm Regulations as respects paper, 
hereby order as follows :— 

1.—Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3 hereof, on 
and after 24th June, 1918, no person shall deliver to any 
other person in the United Kingdom or in any other country 
in Europe who is engaged in the sale or distribution of 
newspapers, magazines, periodicals, serials, pamphlets, books, 
almanacks, diaries, postcards, or other similar publications, 
and no such person in the United Kingdom shall accept or 
take delivery of any such published matter as aforesaid upon 
the terms known as “‘sale or return’’ or upon other similar 
terms whereby any allowance, rebate or payment is made 
in respect of unsold copies or otherwise than upon terms of 
payment for all copies supplied. 

2.—Subject to the provisions of paragraph 3 hereof, on 
and after 24th June, 1918, no person engaged in the United 
Kingdom in the sale or distribution of such published matter 
as is mentioned in paragraph 1 hereof shali return or accept 
the return of or make or accept any payment, allowance or 
rebate in respect of any unsold copies of any such published 
matter as aforesaid. 

3.—This Order shall not prohibit the return of or a pay- 
ment, allowance or rebate in respect of— 

(a) copies of any such published matter as aforesaid which 
were delivered for sale or distribution before 24th 
June, 1918. 

(bh) Newspapers which are delivered to a distributor or 
retailer too late to be delivered or sold as current 
news. 

(c) copies of any of the publications referred to in para- 
graph 1 hereof which are delivered to the purchaser 
so damaged as to be unsaleable. 

(d) books bound in cloth, leather or board delivered by 
the publisher thereof or the owner of the copyright 
therein to a duly accredited wholesale agent for sale. 
provided such books have not previously left the 
premises of such agent for the purpose of sale or 
being offered for sale. 

4.—The provisions of this Order shall, on and after 10th 
day of December, 1918. extend and apjplv to deliveries made 
to, and the acceptance of returns from, and payments, allow- 
ances and rebates in respect of unsold copies to persons carry- 
ing on business in any Dominion or Country whatever. _ 

®.—In this Order the expression ‘‘newspaper’’ means any 

publication registered as a newspaper under the Post Office 
Act, 1908. 
_6.—The Controller of Paper may on special grounds, by 
licence in writing, exempt any particular transaction from 
the provisions of this Order or permit the return of anv 
particular published matter on such terms as he shall think 
fit. 

7.—Infringements of this Order are summary offences 
against the Defence of the Realm Reculations. _ 

8.—This Order may be cited as The Paper Restriction 
(Prohibition of Returns) Order, 1918. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE —continued. 


THE RAILWAYS. 


PASSENGER FARES IN IRELAND. 

The Railways (Passenger Fares) (Ireland) Order, 
1918, dated 23rd May, 1918, has been made by the 
Board of Trade under Regulation 7B of the Defence 
of the Realm Regulations. The railway companies 
in Ireland are authorised to increase the passenger 
fares by 50 per cent. on and after Ist June. 


Whereas by Regulation 7B of the Defence of the Realm 
(Consolidation) Regulations, 1914 (inserted in those Regula- 
tions by an Order in Council, dated the 13th day of December, 
1916) it is amongst other things provided as follows :—‘‘The 
Board of Trade may, for the purpose of making the most 
efficient use of railway plant or labour, with a view to the 
successful prosecution of the war, make orders for all or any 
of the following purposes, namely:—..... (e) for modify- 
ing any statutory requirements with respect to the maximum 
amount of passenger fares.’’ 

Now, therefore, in pursuance of their powers under the 
said regulation and of all other powers enabling them in that 
behalf, the Board of Trade hereby order as follows :— 


On and after the Ist June, 1918, the railway companies 
in Ireland may charge in addition to the passenger 
fares contained in the lists exhibited at the stations at 
the date of this Order a sum equal to one-half of such 
fares, or where the fare is not contained in such list 
they may charge one-half more than the maximum 
fare which would be chargeable but for this Order, and 
all such lists and all passenger tickets on which the 
fares are printed or written shall have effect as if the 
fares stated were increased by the additional sum so 
charged. 

This Order may be cited as the Railways (Passenger Fares) 
(Ireland) Order, 1918. 








(Seqned) A. H. STANLEY. 





_—_—_—_ —- 


REPRESENTATION ABROAD OF UNITED 

KINGDOM FIRMS. 

Cases have recently been brought to the attention 
of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence) by His Majesty’s Trade Commissioners In 
which United Kingdom firms have broken off their 
relations with their agents abroad on the ground that, 
owing to preoccupation on war work or other difficul- 
ties, they are unable to deliver goods for export. 

The difficulties experienced by manufacturers in 
maintaining their overseas trade are fully appreciated, 
but it is also well to bear in mind the position of 
overseas agents who find themselves unable to obtain 
their normal supplies of goods from the United King- 
dom. It will not be disputed that a good agent is as 
valuable an asset to a manufacturer as any unit in 
his manufacturing organisation, and that the retention 
of his services may assist materially in keeping together 
the goodwill of the manufacturer's connection, even 
if orders from overseas cannot be executed. It may 
also be pointed out that the severing of connections 
with a good agent must necessarily lead to the agent 
seeking other principals, and so transferring his services 
and experience to a competitor. 

The majority of British manufacturers have no doubt 
taken these facts into account, and instances have 
been brought to the attention of the Department in 
which the manufacturer has arranged to pay his agent 
a sum based on the commissions earned by him in 
more normal times. There have, however, been cases 
in which it has appeared that the position of the agent 
cut off from his normal supplies is not always fully 
realised, and it therefore seems worth while to call 
attention to representations made more than once by 
Trade Commissioners that a manufacturer who is 
unable to execute orders from abroad owing to war 
conditions should give serious consideration to the 
desirability of taking special steps to retain the ser- 
vices of a good agent, whether by the payment of a 
retaining fee or'in some other way. 


pet 
OS ——— 





BOARD OF TRADE 


' 
| 


| 
| 


JOURNAL. | 669 


Special Articles. 





SYNTHETIC DYES. 
I. 


DEVELOPING A “ KEY” INDUSTRY. 


Among the products of ‘‘key’”’ industries for the 
supply of which the United Kingdom had allowed 
itself to become dependent upon Germany, synthetie 
dyes were the most important. Their intrinsic value 
may not have been very great. During 1913 we 
imported 18,000 tons of synthetic dyestuffs, valued 
at £1,890,000—of which about ninety per cent. came 
from Germany and the remainder from Switzerland. 
The trade in itself was not large, yet upon these indis- 
pensable imported dyes valued at less than two 
millions depended a great British export trade, a very 
considerable home trade, and a miscellaneous business 
in many commodities other than textiles into which 
dyestufis entered in some form or other. 


THE OUTBREAK OF War. 


Our position, therefore, at the outbreak of war was 
most serious; stocks were comparatively small; the 
British dye manufacturers, who supplied about ten per 
cent. of our requirements were themselves practically 
dependent upon the great German industry; and the 
technical and mechanical equipment in existence here 
could only be called upon rapidly to produce a limited 
range of dyes upon a modest scale. Fashions in dyes 
quickly change, and it had been so easy to obtain any 
desired colours from Germany that it had not seemed 
worth while for British manufacturers to develop their 
methods and plant in competition with the Germans, 
nor had it been necessary for British merchants to 
accumulate a large reserve of stocks. For a short 
time after war broke out there was almost a panic 
among consumers; dyers scrambled for the scanty 
supplies which were then available, prices rose rapidly, 
and speculators, attracted by the possibilities of 
a quick profit in a gravely troubled market, added 
by their operations to the national difficulties. Even 
with Government assistance it was no easy matter 
for the small home industry to be so developed as to 
fill up the gap in our requirements created by the 
sudden cessation of German imports. It has not yet been 
filied, though three and a half years have passed. 
Materials have been difficult to obtain, for dyes have 
competed with explosives for many materials essential 
to both, and explosives have naturally had to take 
precedence. The more special dyes in which 
Germany specialises need much capital, much 
plant, and highly skilled labour for their production. 
They are not subjects for improvisation. The British 
people and their Allies have been obliged during the 
war to accept the limited range of colours available, 
and to put up with the frequently less satisfactory 
quality of our home dyes. They could get nothing better 
under the circumstances. But while so long as the 
war lasts any dyes are better than none at all, and 
British dyes must be used, even though they may 
be inferior in range and in quality to the German 
colours, yet after the war — or rather at the 
end of the period during which special Govern- 
ment assistance is given to the ‘‘ key ’’ industry of 
dye production—British dyes must be made at least 
equal to any others if they are to hold their own in 
the international market. It has, therefore, been the 
aim of the Board of Trade, almost from the outbreak’ 
of war, to lay the foundations, and to assist in the 
construction of a strong and ultimately self-supporting 
British dye industry. 


THE GOVERNMENT’S ACTION. 


In March, 1915, the first public step was taken by 
the Government when they assisted financially in the 
foundation of British Dyes (Ltd.). The programme 
cf Government action, through the Board of Trade, 
which had been decided upon, divided itself into six 
heads :—(1) The formation of this State-aided limited 
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company designed to be the nucleus of a large dye 
manufacturing industry ; (2) the winding-up of German 
dye companies in this country and the sale of their 
works to British firms; (3) the encouragement of private 
enterprise; (4) the provision and distribution of 
essential supplies of raw materials; (5) the develop- 
ment of the Swiss sources of supply; and (6) the 
control through the War Trade Department of exports 
of dyes and of substances containing dyes. 


British Dyes (UTp.). 


It had been the intention of the Board of Trade to 
establish a national dye company which would include 
all the important British dye makers in existence at 
the end of 1914. Unfortunately it did not prove 
possible to carry out this project, and British Dyes 
(Ltd.) at its inception only acquired the works of one 
firm—Messrs. Read Holliday and Sons, Ltd., of Hud- 
dersfield. The financial assistance given by the Govern- 
ment was considerable. The original authorised capital 
was £2,000,000 (to be increased later to £3,000,000), 
and the Government undertook to advance £1 on 
debentures for every £1 of share capital subscribed up 
to a million, and thereafter £1 (up to a maximum of 
£500,000) for every additional £4 of subscribed share 
capital. The Government debentures bear interest at 
4 per cent. and are repayable in 25 years, interest for 
the first five years being payable only out of profits 
and non-cumulative. The dividend on the share capital 
was limited to 6 per cent. so long as any portion of 
the Government advance was outstanding. The 
Government has also undertaken to give to the 
company £100,000 to be spread over ten years, for 
purposes of research. It will be seen that the issue 
and subscription of the full share capital of three 
millions would carry with it Government advances on 
debentures of one and a half millions. 

Since its formation, British Dyes (Ltd.) has been 
considerably hampered in its endeavours to develop the 
production of dyes. ‘The extensive works which were 
put up for dye-making were almost immediately 
deflected by war urgencies into the manufacture of 
explosives, and the company was able to do little 
more than make the commoner kinds of dyes in fairly 
large quantities, together with limited amounts of a few 
of the special dyes. The number and quality of colours 
manufactured will no doubt largely increase when the 
demand for explosives upon plant and material is less 
insistent. 


PrivaTE DyE MAKERS. 


Fortunately some other companies and firms were 
able to make rapid progress. Of these the largest and 
most important are Messrs. Levinstein, of Manchester, 
a firm which with great energy and determination, and 
without Government assistance hitherto, have suc- 
ceeded in creating a large output, and have accom- 
plished much towards meeting the demands of dye 
consumers at home, and also those of our Allies for 
naval and military purposes. The firm have also 
greatly developed the synthetic indigo works at Port 
Ellesmere, formerly owned by the German company, 
Meister, Lucius, and Briining (Ltd.), which were sold 
to them by the Government in 1916. The com- 
bination of Messrs. Levinstein’s Manchester dye 
works with the indigo works at Port Ellesmere, and 
later with the works of Messrs. Claus and Co., at 
Clayton, Manchester, enabled them to challenge the 
position of British Dyes (Ltd.) as the largest manu- 
facturers of British dyes, and it became obvious that 
the co-ordination of the activities of these two com- 
panies would have considerable advantages. 

The British Alizarine Company (Ltd.), of Silver- 
town, have also played an important part in the war 
development of the dye industry. They are the only 
makers outside Germany who specialise in Alizarine 
Red, a colour so vital to the dye using trades that 
the Germans are stated to have used their practical 
monopoly of it as a lever to secure an exclusive business 
in eertain markets in other colours. The British 
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Alizarine Company have so far increased their output 
oi Alizarine dyes that they have been able to meet 
the home demand and part of that of the export trade. 

Other companies and firms, useful, though of less 
importance than the two first mentioned, have con. 
tributed in varying degrees towards meeting the 
country’s requirements. 


THe PRESENT POSITION. 


Broadly stated, the present position is as follows:— 
The British manufacturers are now able to make the 
ordinary common dyes in sufficient quantity to meet 
the war demand at home and, to a considerable extent, 
the demands of our Allies. The common dye problem 
has been solved and the industry should be able—after 
a period of special protection as a “‘ key ’’ industry— 
to hold its own in the world’s markets after the war. 
But when one turns to the dyes more difficult of pro- 
duction, of which Germany held a practical monopoly 
before the war, the progress has been considerably less 
marked. The deficiency is for the present being made 
up to a large extent by supplies from Switzerland. 
Special arrangements have been made with four Swiss 
firms, viz., the Society of Chemical Industry in Basle, 
the Sandoz Chemical Works, Messrs. J. R. Geigy, and 
Messrs. Durand and Hughenin, who are manutac- 
turing dyes for the United Kingdom from British 
materials, and these arrangements have proved of the 
utmost assistance to consumers in this country. Never- 
theless it cannot be overlooked that a number of the 
special dyes which will be required by British users 
after the war are not yet being made outside Germany, 
though their manufacture is being promoted as rapidly 
as present facilities permit. 





TRADING WITH THE ENEMY. 


REPORT OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 


The Advisory Committee to the Board of Trade under 
the Enemy Trading Amendment Act, 1916, which was 
appointed on the 9th February, 1916, has reported to 
the President under date 16th April, 1918. [Cd. 9059. 
Price 1d. net. | 

The members of the Committee were Mr. Ernest 
Moon, C.B., K.C., Counsel to the Speaker, Chairman, 
The Hon. J. D. Fitzgerald, K.C., Sir George Croydon 
Marks, M.P., and Mr. Gershom Stewart, M.P. Sir 
G. C. Marks, however, resigned shortly after the 
sittings of the Committee commenced, and Sir Edwin 
Cornwall, M.P., took his place. On the ist June, 
1916, Mr. A. A. Allen, M.P., was appointed in the 
place of Sir Edwin Cornwall, who, like Sir G. C. Marks, 
found that other duties interfered with regular 
attendance at the meetings of the Committee. In 
some important cases, in which complicated questions 
of law and fact had to be determined, Sir Robert 
Younger was good enough to attend the Committee, 
and the Committee wish to express their appreciation 
of the assistance they derived from his great 
experience. The Hon. Evely. Hubbard also assisted 
the Committee with his advice in a case which in- 
volved intricate financial considerations affecting 
Russian interests. When the Committee was 
appointed, the Board of Trade had cognisance of over 
500 cases which fell to be considered under the Act 
of 1916. Additional cases were being constantly 
reported to them, and the Committee at once deter- 
mined that their consideration of them must pyoceed 
as rapidly as the staff at their disposal and the neces- 
sary notices and enquiries permitted. 

PRINCIPLES ADOPTED. 

In considering the advice which should be given to 
the Board the Committee acted on the principle 
expressed in the Act that the presumption in all busi- 
nesses which were found to come within Section 1 of 
the Act was that it should be put into operation, and 
in determining what constituted a special reason which 
would be sufficient to exempt the business under 
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consideration from the operation of the Act the Com- 
mittee were mainly guided by the speech of Sir G. Cave 
when he was Solicitor-General in moving the second 
reading of the Bill which subsequently became the Act 
of 1916. But the Committee almost immediately were 
convinced that, in cases in which businesses formerly 
carried on mainly for the benefit or under the control of 
enemy subjects were useful and successful businesses, 
it was more in the national interest to transform them 
into British businesses than to wind them up, and 
accordingly, after consulting the Custodian, they have 
on many occasions recommended that the enemy sub- 
ject interests should be vested in him as the Custodian 
for sale. In this way a number of useful businesses are 
now carried on in British hends which were formerly 
largely or wholly in the hands of enemy subjects. 

Cases in which enemy subjects had been resident in 
this country for a long period of years, had married 
British wives, were the fathers of children who are 
British-born subjects, and whose record was in other 
respects unimpeachable, were strongly pressed upon 
the Committee as cases in which exemption ought to 
be granted, but the Committee, in view of the 
mandatory provision of the Act, have not felt justified 
in recommending exemption on those grounds only, 
although they have felt sympathy with some of the 
persons affected. Enemy subjects, for instance, with 
those ties, who came to England in the ’seventies and 
‘eighties, have had no connection with their country 
of origin for many years, but have not been naturalised 
because it did not occur to them that it was required, 
and whom it has not been thought necessary to intern, 
the Committee are inclined to think, are as much 
entitled to consideration as many of those who have 
come to England, especially of late years, and have 
become naturalised. 


Tue AbDopTICN OF BritisH NATIONALITY. 


The Committee have a strong suspicion that in many 
instances British nationality has been adopted purely 
as an armour of defence, and it is not at all improbable 
that the adoption of it has been made a condition of 
financial support. But such businesses are not within 
the jurisdiction of the Board of Trade either under 
Section 1 or Section 4. If, however, German trade 
penetration is to be fully dealt with, some of the cases 
in which it is carried on by recently naturalised 
Germans would seem to require consideration. The 
business of Ettlinger and Co. is a case in point, in 
which the Committee submitted the following 
memorandum, dated 15th February, 1917:— 


There are two partners in this firm, Ettlinger, a German, 
naturalised in 1888, and Bernstein, a German, naturalised 
in 1903. The deed of partnership is dated Ist July, 1910. 
The business consisted in buying and selling ores and metals, 
including those used in the steel and iron industry. The 
firm was before the war closely associated with firms with 
German interests, particularly with Beer, Sondheimer and 
Co., of Frankfort. [Following upon other agreements with 
the last-named firm an agreement was entered into in June, 
1912, to last till June, 1918, and if no notice to determine 
was given to 1921. By Clauses 1 and 2 Ettlinger and Co. 
were bound to act only for Beer, Sondheimer and Co., in 
buying and selling minerals and other materials suitable for 
the iron and steel industry and to carry out such business 
on joint account. Beer, Sondheimer and Co. were bound 
to conclude business in those articles only for joint account 
with Ettlinger and Co. Clause 7 contemplated financial 
operations outside the sphere of buying and selling to be 
shared in equally. It was under this Clause that the arrange- 
ment came about with Schroeder Schmidt and Co., which 
for present purposes need not be further referred to. By 
Clause 9 any business could be vetoed by either of the parties 
to the agreement, which means that Beer, Sondheimer and 
Co. bad a power to veto the sale by Eitlinger of any of 
these materials to English buyers. No. comment is needed. 
The profits of the business were to be shared equally. 

The case was brought to the Committee for hearing on the 
15th February. It is a case of enemy association in which 
the Committee would recommend winding up without hesita- 
tion if it falls within the Act, and the Committee submit 
that, if it does not fall within the Act, further legislation 
would be desirable to enable them to deal with it. When the 
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case came before the Committee they felt obliged to advise 
the Board that it did not fall within Section 1 of the Act 
on the ground stated in their minute. 

‘* FRIENDLY ALIENS.”’ 

An important category of businesses in which the 
Committee have recommended a large number of 
cxemptions are those of persons who may be described 
as friendly aliens—Czechs, Ottoman subjects who are 
members of the fraternity of Spanish and Portuguese 
Jews, Christian Armenians, and Polish Jews. A very 
large export trade is carried on in Manchester goods 
with Constantinople, Basra, and the East by Armenian 
merchants and Spanish and Portuguese Jews—some of 
the latter under French protection. In many instances 
the export values had amounted before the war to two 
hundred or three hundred thousand pounds yearly, 
and unless there were reasons for not doing so, the 
Committee recommended exemption in the cases of 
such friendly alien businesses. It was rarely found 
necessary to interfere with Hungarian businesses. 

VARIETY OF BusINEssEsS DEALT Wits. 

A great variety of cases have been considered by the 
Committee. They have varied in importance from the 
Siemens business, with a capital employed of over 
£2,000,000, and the Badische Co., Ltd., with an annual! 
sale of £354,000 of dyes to that of a tailoring business 
with a profit of £150 a year. It was not part of the 
functions of the Committee to enquire into the genesis 
of the establishment of the extensive and important 
trade which has been conducted by enemy subjects, 
mainly German, in this country, and although such an 
inquiry would have been interesting the number of 
cases which it was the duty of the Committee to deal 
with precluded any consideration of matters which were 
not strictly relevant to the issues they had to decide. 
The sources, for instance, from which the financial 
support was obtained which enabled such an extensive 
trade to be established and carried on in this country 
could not be enquired into. The cases of the German 
Banks operating in London were not dealt with by the 
Committee, and the businesses which came before 
them in which German Banks were directly interested 
were few in number. The variety of trades in which 
German subjects were engaged was a noticeable feature 
of the Committee’s work extending from the great 
chemical and electrical combinations to such businesses 
as the collection and export of rabbit skins, and dis- 
used cans for the purpose of extracting the tin, or the 
treatment of offals for the production of sausage skins. 
Whatever the business was, organisation, adaptability, 
personal application, and in. case of necessity ruthless 
competition, produced successful results, for in few 
of the numerous cases upon which the Committee 
advised was the business found to be unprofitabie. 

THe Use cr ALIASES. 

In the course of the Committee’s inquiries, the 
necessity of the legislation for the registration of names 
has been fully demonstrated. Foreign traders have 
habitually substituted British names for their own for 
the purpose of misleading their customers into the 
belief that they were dealing with British principals 
instead of aliens. On one day recently four cases of 
this kind came before the Committee for consideration, 
and they had lived under these aliases for years. The 
free choice of titles which Joint Stock Companies 
enjoyed also enabled foreign traders to conceal their 
nationality and acquire whatever advantage may acerue 
to a business appearing to be a British business. 

The practice of adopting the word ‘‘British’’ or some 
other title or name which disguised the faét that the 
business was German is now well known. But the 
extent to which German businesses were conducted 
through a British staff and by British employees, is 
remarkable. In case after case the Committee found 
that although the profits mainly belonged to the German 
proprietor of the business, it was carried on entirely 
or almost entirely by a British staff and by British 
employees. Even in the case of the dye industry the 
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staff of chemists employed in the important service of 
advising upon the application of the dyes to the stuffs 
to be dyed were almost entirely British, and when 
branches were established in this country for the 
manufacture of German patented articles they were 
usually British manned. In many of these cases by 
the operation of Section 4 of the Act the British 
managers and employees are now carrying on the 
businesses on their own account, and the businesses 
have become British businesses. 
GERMAN METHODS. 

The methods by which German influence gained the 
ecntrol which it had obtained in certain of the trades 
earried on in this country is well illustrated in tlic 
following cases :— 

A Company was formed in 1897 to work certain important 
electrical patents taken out by a British subject whose 
relatives held the chief part of the capital, the remainder 
being held by neutrals interested in working the patents 
in France. The same patents were worked in Germany by 
a powerful combination. When the patents expired in 1904, 
practically the whole of the capital of the English Company 
passed into the hands of the German Company under the 
stress of the German Company’s competition, and a terri- 
toriai agreement was made, urder which the British Com- 
pany was restricted from selling outside Great Britain, even 
in British colonies. The German Company, having obtained 
control of the British Company, and sterilized its power of 
competition out of Great Britain, proceeded to utilise the 
manufactory of the British Company for the purpose of 
undercutting a very important business of a similar kind 
earried on by another British Company, until it was forced 
to accept an agreement under which it had to resign its 
foreign business, though it still held on to its business in the 
Colonies. 

Another illustration was that of the manufacture of an 
article which is extensively made use of by the War Office 
and the Admiralty. Before the Company was formed in 1910 
it had been manufactured at works in this country and 
contracts with the Admiralty had been held for many years. 
But the manufacturers had to meet the competition of a 
powerful German combination, with the result that prices 
were cut, and in 1910 a representative of the combination 
threatened to undersell them if a combination was not 
eifected. The manufacturers were not financially strong 
enough to withstand a competition of that kind, and the 
result was that the Company was formed to take over the 
business, all the shares in the Company being held on behalf 
of the German combination by British Trustees. By the 
contract of transfer the proprietors of the business were to 
be employed as Managing Directors, but one of the covenants 
provided that they should not manufacture for any other 
persons than the purchasers. Half the product of the article 
im question manufactured. in England before the war was 
manufactured at these works. The German proprietors 
exercised no control over the manufacture, which was carried 
on under the name of the proprietors and managed by them 
as before. No dividends were paid, but profits were used to 
improve the works to the extent of £10,000. There was, in 
fact, no outward and visible sign of the German interest in 
the business or that it was not a purely British concern. 

Avorine Income Tax. 

Lhe Committee found that German producing houses 
commonly adopted means to avoid the payment of 
income tax in this country. An agency or branch was 
established here, frequently in the form of a limited 
company with a small capital, to which goods manu- 
factured in Germany were forwarded for sale at prices 
which were arranged so as not to allow any considerable 
margin for profit after the payment of the expenses 
of the agency or branch, the profit being made by the 
parent house out of the prices at which they were 
charged to the branch. This practice, no doubt, is 
not confined to German houses, but the result has been 
t» assist the competition of German manufactures. 
These agencies or branches have been usually carried 
on under British names and frequently by the employ- 
ment of British salaried agents. 

The important eases in which application was made 
to the Board of Trade under Section 2 of the Act to 
determine contracts have been mainly those in which 
the contracts were with enemy subjects for the delivery 
of metals or ores, some of them, such as that cf the 
Zine Corporation, of great importance These cases 
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have disclosed the extent to which Germany had 
obtained control of important metal industries. 
Schedules are attached to the Report as follows:— 


SCHEDULE “A.” 


a . f } : 
Recommendations made by the Committee in eases considered by it 
to March 19th, 1918 :— ° 


|. For Orders to wind up or prohibit . . _ - ». 507 
2. For Orders to vest enemy interests for sale to British 

, _, Subjects under Section 4 in licu of winding up .. a 
3. Cases found not to be within Section 1 of the Act .. i “ae 


4. Cases in which owing to one of the War Departments hav- 
ing notified that the business was meeting some of its 
requirements at the time of consideration, no recommen- 
dation has yet been made .. és és sa a 
(NorE.—In 5 of these cases winding up Orders have 
| since been made by the Board of Trade.) 
5. Cases in which for a variety of special reasons no Order 
has been recommended .. “ Ke - .. 174 
71 of these were those of friendly aliens. 


6. For Orders cancelling contracts - ¥ <a 

7. For non-cancellation of contracts .. vs ss - 7 

8. Cases in which consultation with the Foreign Trade De- 
partment was recommended ns i 


Cases the consideration of which stands postponed... 10 

ra . 7 . 2 . . 

Case in which an application to cancel a contract was with- 
drawn *e *-e ° *-e ef F 2 - ee ! 


Total .. 960 


SCHEDULE ‘“‘B.”’ 


SYNOPSIS OF BUSINESSES. 
Nos. of Nos. of 
Cases. Cases. 
3 Advertisement, Inquiries, &&. 48 Metals. 
2 Agents. ; 19 Mining, Land and Coal. 
12 Buttons, Trimming. 44 Miscellancous Merchants. 


6 Jables, Wire. 35 Misccllaneous Businesses. 

13 Carpets. 18 Motors, Cycles and Accessories. 
32 Chemicals. 19 Music and Musical Instruments 
16 China, Glass. 18 Oil, Glue, Offal, &c. 

33 Clothiers. 7 Optical, Glass, Photography 
: a. 24 Produce. 
woke Ovens. 44 Publishers, Statione : 

4 Confectionery. 22 Rubber. — ne ae 

17 Dyes and Colours and Varnish 55 Shipping. 
41 Electrical. 56 Soft Goods, Textiles, Wool 
36 Engineering and Building. Cotton. ) 
13 Fancy Goods. 9 Surgical, Medical. 
12 Finance and Banking. 10 Theatres, Cinemas. 
23 Furs, Skins and Hides. 8 Tobacco. 
17 Hardware, Tools and Cutlery, 8 Toys. 
10 Hotels and Restaurants. 7 Watches and Clocks. 
3 Insurance. 4 Wax and Gum. 
22 Jewellery. 12 Wine, Beer, &e. 


19 Lamps, Gas. 11 Weod, Furniture. 
5 Leather, Boots and Shoes. — 
39 Machinery. 889 





TRADE RECONSTRUCTION IN GERMANY. 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR ACQUIRING RAW 
MATERIALS. 








An economic recovery after the war can only be 
effected, in the opinion of German statesmen and busi- 
ness men, by the rapid acquisition by Germany of 
essential raw materials. Access to the raw materials of 
the world is, therefore, the first and most determined 
aim of her present reconstruction preparations. The 
grouping, amalgamation, and consolidation of the 
sreater industries under a central control, and the 
foundation of import and export companies, are being 
undertaken in the first instance in order to speed up and 
facilitate the buying of raw materials, and, ultimately, 
to provide an organisation for mass and—wherever 
possible—standardised production. 

Whatever can be done by internal organisation is 
consequently being done at the present time in 
Germany. It is, however, generally acknowledged that 
the extent to which Germany will succeed in acquiring 
raw materials cannot be known until the conditions of 
peace are known. 

An interesting summary of the German attitude 
towards the economic problem is contained in a recent 
issue of ‘* Der Welthandel,’’ which gives the following 
view expressed by the busixess community of Bremen. 
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Neep FoR Raw MATERIALS. 

Arter the war Germany wouid need, first and foremost, 
material for spinning, hides and skins, high-grade ores, 
rubber, timber for shipbuilding and furniture-making, 
oil-producing plants, animal fats, fodder, fertilisers, coilee, 
cocoa, tea, tobacco, and precious metals. While before the 
war these things were in part drawn from Germany’s African 
and South Sea Colonies, her supply of staple articles, which 
must be regarded as serving to regulate exchange, came from 
countries now hostile, e.g., cotton and tobacco from America, 
coffee and tobacco from Brazil, wool from Australia and 
British South Africa, and oil-producing kernels from Inglish 
and French West African Colonies. Commerce, imports, 
manufacturing industries, exports, shipping, banks, and in- 
surance companies all depend on the possibilities afforded to 
German enterprise by the peace conditions, and every differ- 
entiation to her detriment, and any withholding of raw 
material must be prejudicial to her power of competition. 
The present war is a ‘‘ raw material war’ in the widest 
sense of the term, and, should the peace not be such as 
Germany desires, she will have to export men instead of 
yoods, as she did a few decades ago. It is therefore necessary 
that a proportion of raw materials corresponding to the 
importance of her industries should be assured to Germany, 
for it must not be forgotten that since the outbreak of war 
Germany has been forced to dispense with thousands of 
articles which she drew from overseas. That Germany has 
the means of forcing her opponents to grant her equality of 
economic rights is obvious when it is remembered that 
America requires German phosphates for her agriculture, 
German chemicals and dyes, medicines, orthopedic and 
surgical instruments, Solingen steel, etc., all of which, how- 
ever, are not really an equivalent for cotton, wool, copper, 
and the like, 

THE New GOVERNMENT 

[t is natural therefore that of all the problems which 
nave been set before the Government Department 
dealing with reconstruction under the newly-created 
Imperial Department of Economics, that of raw 
materials is by far the largest and most important. Ot 
the nine separate sections belonging to the new Depart- 
ment no fewer than six are concerned with the study 
of raw materials, and an analysis of them shows what 
materials and groups of commodities had come within 
their scope up to the end of March. 


DEPARTMENTS. 


ORGANISATION OF GERMAN [INDUSTRY (RAW MATERIALS) 

section III.—Iron ores, manganese ores, slag, chrome, 
wolfram and molybdenum ores, timber, paper, stone, 

Section IV.—Lead, antimony, zinc, tin, nickel, cobalt, 
copper and their corresponding ores, china clay, graphite, 
and machinery. 

Section V.—Textiles. Sub-sections for: 
bast fibres (jute, flax, hemp and_ textile 
materials) ; silk, rags and worn textile materials. 

Section VI.-—Cereals, barley, maize, bran 
albuminous feeding-stuffs, meat and live cattle. 

Section VII.—Seaborne imports. General Section: 
Groceries, sausage skins, gum, rubber, cane for chairs, hair, 
bristles, tobacco (except that imported overland). Sub-section 
tor oils, fats, oil seeds and asbestos. Sub-section for skins, 
hides, leather and leather goods. 

Section VIII —Overland imports, import restriction, coal 
and other mineral fuels, phosphates, with the exception of 
phosphates and pyrites to be found in Asia Minor. 


Cotton; wool; 
substitute 


and other 


These sections are assisted by expert Committees for 
the various groups of materials, as explained in a pre- 
vious article in the ‘‘ Journal.’’ 

WorkK OF THE SECTIONS. 

[t is stated that the activities of the Imperial Depart- 
ment of Economics have been confined hitherto to 
preliminary preparations. Data have been collected for 
nearly all commodities in order to determine statistically 
the requirements in raw materials. Cargo-space condi- 
tions and the freight agreements already concluded by 
the shipping firms have also been ascertained, and will 
b2 kept up to date. Finally, lists have been drawn up 
i{ the goods which German firms have at their disposal 
iu foreign countries by virtue of purchase or delivery 
contracts, and which will be ready for importation after 
the war. This information is necessary for the solution 
of the eargo-space problem and for judging the volume 
of foreign exchange required. The attempt to obtain a 
survey of Germany’s obligations to foreign countries 
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and Germanys foreign credit balances after the con- 
clusion of peace, it appears, has not been successful. 

With regard to the provision of raw materials and 
guods for the various groups of industries and to their 
distribution, numerous conferences with the parties 
interested have in the case of many goods already taken 
place. , It is said that these conierences have been so 
fur successful that a special organisation can be estab- 
lished in a short time, so far as it is at all necessary for 
the goods in question. The requisite statutes to bring 
into force the decisions of the Committees working in 
conjunction with their respective Sections have, it 
is stated, for the most part been drawn up and discussed. 

PurcHASE ARRANGEMENTS. 

With regard to purchases which have been, or will 
be, ettected by individuals or members of companies, 
agreement has been reached with the Reichsbank and 
with representatives of the parties concerned as to the 
principles which shall govern the conditions of payment, 
the obligations incurred, and the share in the imports 
assignable to firms in the same line of business. With 
regard to the raw materials which are stored in foreign 
countries for Germany's account, returns have been 
called for. According to the ‘‘ Norddeutsche Allge- 
meine Zeitung ’’ the head of the Commercial Policy 
Section of the Department of Economics has success- 
fully endeavoured to secure these raw materials as far 
as possible for import after the conclusion of peace, and, 
while giving suitable preference to prior purchases, to 
make certain that firms in the same line of business 
should be given a share of these goods. For some raw 
materials which are especially needed by the general 
public, and which are difficult for an individual importer 
to procure, the head of the Commercial Policy Section 
himself has concluded arrangements for prior purchases. 
It is, however, admitted that the amount of goods 
secured up to the present by this method of prior 
purchase is not large. 

GERMANY S Position DIscusseEp. 

l‘or the past few weeks much space has been devoted 
in the German daily press to reviews by economists and 
ex-Consuls of the raw materials situation after the 
war. Most of these writers express the view that the 
Entente hold far stronger cards than the Central 
Powers. In fact, potash, dyes, and chemicals, which are 
Gcrmany’s greatest assets, are considered to be less 
indispensable to the Entente, than are wool, cotton, 
copper, leather, rubber, etc., to Germany. 

The **‘ Vossische Zeitung ’’ in particular stated on 
16th April:— 

THe Vatur or OLEAGINOUS PRODUCTS. 

By cutting off textiles the Anglo-Saxons will harm us in 
our clothing and comfort, but if they succeed in changing the 
distribution of raw oleaginous products, or in hampering our 
supply, then they will be attacking the sources of our exist- 
ence. 

The ruin of our candle, soap, fat, oil and varnish indus- 
tries, would not be the worst consequence. The residues from 
olezginous plants as cattle food, play a preponderating part 
in our farming. From these our oil industry obtained (in 
1913) 800,000 tons of vegetable oils, whilst 900,000 tons were 
transformed from pulp into cattle fodder. It is no mere 
fanciful statement that if, after the war, we obtain practic- 
ally no more oleaginous products from the English colonies, 
then we lose over 70 per cent. of colza and rape seed imports, 
45 per cent. of our poppy imports, nearly 50 per cent. of our 
ground nut imports, and almost 30 ver cent. of our sesame 
imports. We would not get more than 10 per cent. of our 
previous palm kernels supply, and we should lose 45 per cent. 
of gur copra imports. [Fibrous materials and oleaginous fruits 
are by tar the most important for us, and after them comes 
copper. 

I’'rom this, the writer goes on to point out the advan- 
tages that will accrue to Germany of certain acquisi- 
ticns of territory in Africa. Colonial aspirations appear 
and disappear in the German Press as the military 
situation becomes favourable or unfavourable. To the 
German mind oversea colonies are areas for exploita- 
tion in raw materials, and their value is measured by 
the amount of necessary products which they may be 
made to yield. 
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[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necesarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves.] 








GOODS SHIPPED TO RUSSIA. 


DECLARATION OF ULTIMATE DESTINATION 
REQUIRED. 


The Board of Customs and Excise notify that instruc- 
tions have been issued that as from 27th May declara- 
tions of ultimate destination are required in respect of 
all goods entered for exportation to Russia. 








GOODS IN TRANSIT THROUGH THE UNITED 
STATES. 


IMPORT LICENCES. 


An individual import licence is required on all ship- 
inents through United States in transit, except cases 
covered by general licence known as P.B.F. 12, as 
follows :— 

(1) Commodities originating in Canada or Newfound- 
land, and destined for any country in the world, or 
originating in Great Britain, France or Italy, or any 
of their European or West Indian possessions, and 
destined for Canada or Newfoundland. 

(2) Commodities originating in Great Britaiii, France 
or Italy, and destined for any French or British West 
Indian colony, possession or protectorate, or originating 
in any of the said West Indian colonies, possessions, or 
+ gaa and destined for Great Britain, France or 
Italy. 

(3) Commodities of whatever origin or destination 
not now or hereafter placed on the restricted list. 

(4) Shipments under paragraphs 2 and 8 are not to 
be included in the general licence when such shipment 
would cross the United States from an Atlantic to a 
Pacifie or Gulf port, or from a Pacific to an Atlantic or 
Gulf port, or from a Gulf to an Atlantic or Pacifie port ; 
if importation is included under P.B.F. 12, no individual 
import licence is required. 





IMPORTS INTO THE UNITE” STATES. 

On and after 27th May, 1918, no American consular 
invoices for any commodity will be certified by 
American Consuls unless the shipper presents the 
number of the United States import licence covering 
the shipment in question, except in cases where the 
shipment is covered by one of the general import 
licences designated P.B.F. number ............ (herein- 
after stated). The P.B.F. numbers apply only to the 
following shipments :— 

No. 1 covering importation of all commodities 
not on restricted lists where value does not exceed 
one hundred dollars. 

No. 2 covering all importations into Alaska, 
Panama Canal Zone, Philippine Islands, Hawaii, 
Guam, Tutuila, Porto Rico, Virgin Islands when 
imported for consumption in those countries and 
not for transhipment. 

No. 5 covering the importation of goods pre- 
viously exported from the United States where the 
value thereof does not exceed five hundred dollars. 

No. 6 covering the importation of personal 
baggage accompanying a passenger when contain- 
ing only articles necessary for personal use on 
journey. 

No. 9 covering importations of all empty drums, 
eylinders, and containers American owned which 
have been used in exportation of commodities from 
the United States. 

Therefore, after 27th May, 1918, no invoice will be cer- 
tified at American Consulates covering merchandise of 
any description offered for shipment to the United 
States, unless the shipper is able to furnish the 
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number of the United States import licence, except 
shipments coming under the above headings. 





CONSOLIDATED STATUTORY LIST. 

The attention of British oversea traders is called te 
a useful, and indeed essential, publication, recently 
issued by H.M. Stationery Office, relative to trading 
with the enemy. This publication, which may be 
obtained, price 6d. net, from H.M. Stationery Office, 
Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2, and 
the usual agencies for the sale of Government publics. 
tions, consists of the Trading with the Enemy 
(Statutory List) Proclamation, together with the Con. 
solidated Statutory List of persons and firms in 
countries, other than enemy countries, with whom 
persons and firms in the United Kingdom are pro- 
hibited from trading. This consolidated list is complete 
to 5th April last. The publication also contains general 
notes for British merchants engaged in foreign trade. 

Additions to and amendments in the Statutory List 
are published at about fortnightly intervals in the 
‘* Board of Trade Journal.”’ 





“LICENCE NAVICERT” AND “LICENCE- 
SHIPPING-LETTER” SCHEMES. 
Announcement is made by the War Trade Depart- 
ment (see in Shipping Section) of the abolition of the 
‘“‘ Licence Navicert ’’ and ‘‘ Licence-Shipping-Letter * 
Schemes. 


SWISS CREDITS. 

In connection with the provision of funds in Switzer. 
land for the payment of goods to be exported to the 
United Kingdom, required for the purposes of the 
present war, arrangements have been made with 
Barclay’s Bank, Limited, Lloyds Bank, Limited, the 
I.ondon City and Midland Bank, Limited, and the 
London County, Westminster, and .Parrs Bank, 
Limited, to provide for the drawing and acceptance by 
the said Banks of three months’ Bills, to the amount 
of 100,000,000 Swiss francs, renewable up to a total 
period of three years; the Treasury to undertake to meet 
all such Bills on their maturity in Berne, and to pay al! 
stamp duties on the said Bills, and all charges inci 
dent to the forwarding and discount of all such Bills. 
and to indemnify the Banks, and each of them, from 
and against all liability to be incurred by them respec. 
tively ; each of the said Banks to receive a commission 
of ,'. of £1 per cent. upon the value at 25 francs to 
the £ of all Bills (including renewals) drawn or accepted 
by it. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer has reeommendeé 
that these arrangements should be approved, and the 
Lords of the Treasury have concurred, subject to the 
necessary covering authority being granted by Par. 
liament. H.M. Treasury will undertake to meet al) 
obligations agreed upon with the Banks, and te 
indemnify them. 








HARDWARE RATION SCHEME. 
CONTROL OF PRICES CHARGED BY 
IMPORTERS. 

The following rate of profit has been fixed in Com- 
mittee for Aw] Blades, Belt Hooks for Machinery, Belt 
Hooks for Sewing Machines, Bricklayers’ and 
Plasterers’ Trowels, Deacons Welt Ploughs, Hammers 
and Hammer Heads, Jacks (Lifting and Track), Wire 
Nippers, Nippers for Cycles, Spanners, and Tools (Car- 
penters’, Coopers’, Engineers’, Joiners’, Masons’, 
Shipwrights’ and Edge Tools):—The maximum rate of 
profit will be 334 per cent. above the current cost to 
the importer. This rate to be chargeable at the 
importer’s premises. 





FOREIGN TRADE DEPARTMENT. 
As from Ist June the Foreign Trade Department of 
the Foreign Office will be located at Bridgewater 
House, St. James’s Square, London, 8.W. 1. 


—— 
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BRITISH EMPIRE. 
AUSTRALIA. 
FEDERAL INCOME TAX DECISION. 


Details of the Federal Income Tax were published in the 
‘Journal’ of 6th December last. In amplification H.M. 
Trade Commissioner at Melbourne has forwarded the fol- 
lowing ruling supplied by the Acting Commissioner of Taxa- 
tion, on the question of ‘‘place of delivery’’ :— 

“Representations have been made to the Department that 
in some cases the c.i.f. and c.i.f. and e. charges are made by 
the vendor by arrangement with the purchaser, so that the 
charges may be lower than those which the purchaser, acting 
independently, could have obtained. 

“This indicates that an invoice c.i.f. and c.i.f. and e. for 
goods does not necessarily determine the place of delivery of 
the goods. 

“Prima facie it is to be accepted as indicating that the 
goods are being delivered in Australia, but it is open to the 
taxpayer to show that by a special arrangement between 
vendor and purchaser, the former debits the latter with 
charges which he has paid merely as agent for the pur- 
chaser, and that in fact the goods have been delivered to the 
purchaser f.o.b. at the port of export in the country of pro- 
duction or shipment.”’ 

A specific case has been submitted to the Solicitor-General 
for advice as to when the ownership of the goods passed to 
the purchaser. His opinion will shortly be announced. 











BRITISH INDIA. 
FOREIGN SEABORNE TRADE IN 1917. 


The following particulars respecting the foreign seaborne 
trade of British India during the calendar year 1917 are 
taken from the official trade returns issued by the Director 
of Statistics to the Indian Government :— 

IMPORTS. 

The total value of imports of foreign merchandise (exclud- 
ing Government stores) into British India in 1917 was 
£98,806,031, as compared with £97,706,028 in 1916, and 
£84,090,470 in 1915. 

The following table shows the values of some of the prin- 
cipal classes of foreign merchandise imported in 1917, the 
figures for 1916 and 1915 being added for purposes of com- 
parison ;— 
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The following table shows the values of some of the prin- 
cipal classes of Indian merchandise exported in 1917, as com- 


pared with the two preceding years :— 


1915. 


1916. 


' 
{ 


1917. 























— 1915. 1916. 1917. 
£ £ £ 

Provisions and oilman’s stores 1,387,503 1,920,029 1,193,119 
Spices 1,299,255 1,247,355 1,240,676 
Sugar 10,342,583 10,143,818 9,528,315 
Oils - - 2,760,739 3,154,252 | 2,784,842 
Textile materials 1,057,234 1,136,633 1,171,002 
Apparel 7" as ..| 4,086,589 1,370,974 1,155,418 
Carriages and carts, including 

cycles and motor cars : 956,248 1,545,739 980,520 
Chemicals, drugs and medicines’ 1,830,028 2,368,835 2,625,457 
Cutlery, hardware, implements 

(except machine tools), and 

instruments .. .. 2,554,631 | 3,459,143 3,170,807 
Dyes and colours e 811,087 1,316,599 1,597,456 
Glassware and earthenware .. 932,836 1,304,386 1,314,227 
Machinery of all kinds, includ- 

ing belting for machinery .. 3,44],753 4,003,480 | 3,490,250 
Metals— 

Iron and steel, and manu- 

factures thereof .. ..-| 5,911,332 5,736,550 5,457,117 
Other than iron and steel, 
and manufactures thereof 1,499,809 1,123,652 1,465,083 

Paper, pasteboard, and 

stationery .. - .. 1,227,224 2,041,047 | 1,778,843 
Railway plant and rolling stock 3,664,337 1,395,256 353,743 
Yarns and textile fabrics 29,861,553 39,017,405 42,192,015 

Exports. 


The total value of exports of Indian merchandise (exclud- 





ing Government stores) in 1917 was £149,485,509, as com- 
pared with £149,759,497 in 1916, and £118,968,634 in 1915. 
The 1915 figures include wheat, and the 1916 and 1917 figures 
wheat and tanned cowhides, and other articles of national 
importance, exported on Government account. 


| £ £ £ 

Grain, pulse and flour ..| 19,007,783 21,780.524 | 32,973,824 
Tea a ro a) ..| 12,405,177 11,396,541 * 
Gums, resin and lac .. | 1,064,533 1,671,295 | 2,383,661 
Hides and skins, raw ..| 5,699,532 | 8,286,618 | 7,472,787 
Seeds .. .. ..  «.| 5,480,091 10,864,644 | 6,845,792 
Textile materials P oe 28,626,480 36,246,604 | 34,025,040 
Chemicals, drugs and medicines) 1,651,742 | 2,242,883 | 2,341,748 
Dyes and colours 1,497,528 2,496,885 1,602,518 
Hides and skins, tanned or 

dressed, and leather ..| 93,539,151 | 5,617,889 | 5,361,520 
Yarns and textile fabrics ..| 28,753,689 | 36,201,794 


| 33,837,259 


t 


*“ Information not available. 





CANADA. 
TRADE CONDITIONS IN APRIL. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
MontrEAL, 27th April. 

General business, especiaily in dry goods, continues satis- 
factory, but a disposition is noted amongst wholesalers not 
to commit themselves very deeply to purchases as prices are 
now at a level to induce caution. 

In spite of a heavy fall in the price of raw cotton, 
nanufactured cotton goods have not been affected. In fact, 
advances in price have taken place in some lines of cotton 
goods. . ; 

Groceries continue firm, with a hardening tendency in 
sugars. In hardware a steady trade is maintained with 
the country districts. Prices of paint continue to advance. 


METALS AND MacuInge TOoo.s. 


A serious shortage of tin is apparent, and representatioas 
for increased imports have been made to the Minister of 
Trade and Commerce. 

The prices of scrap metals have advanced quite sharply, 
due to the difficulty in obtaining sufficient supplies of pig 
iron, etc. from the United States. Business is brisk in 
machine tools and supplies, such as high-speed steel, for the 
use of munition plants. 

STYLES IN WALLPAPERS. 

There is a certain demand in Canada for chintz papers 
for bedrooms, and imported tapestry effects in imitation 
shadow-cloth style with in some cases a white over-print. 
For the very high-priced papers, reproductions of famous 
tapestries in France are being shown. 

It is also noted that of the tapestry effects the ‘‘Soirettes”’ 
in soft greys and rose colours were formerly imported from 
Germany, but are now being made in Canada. | 

THE CoLouR SITUATION. 


It has been difficult, since the war began, to get the best 
pinks and rose shades in wall-paper. These were formerly 
obtained with the use of eosine dyes which came from Ger- 
many, and, so far, outstanding success has not attended 
efforts to produce them in the United States. Pinks, rose 
tints, and the kindred hues are now obtained from Para 
reds. They lack something of the qualities of the other 
kinds, but possess reasonably good qualities as substitutes, 
and only the expert in colours can detect the difference. 

Colours of all kinds have advanced considerably since the 
war, as is well known. In the wallpaper manufacturing busi- 
ness the bronzes are now fully 350 per cent. more costly. 
Greens are more, yellows less affected. 








TRADE RETURNS FOR MARCd. 


The monthly figures of imports and exports are as 
follows :— 


March Imports. Exports. Balance. 
dols. dols. dols. 
ere 87,255,000 99,854,000 *12,599,000 
ee 102,335,000 122,415,000 * 20,080,000 
a 53,111,000 26,700,000 726,411,000 
SO: <setes 67,603,000 34,874,000 $32,729,000 


* Excess of Exports. 
t Excess of Imports. 

These figures represent a striking increase in the value of 
imports for the month, as compared with February. Actual 
details are not yet available, but it is probable that the 
increase (amounting to 35,000,000 dols., or 65 per cent.) is 
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due to heavy arrivals of goods from the United States for the 
spring retail trade and to the release from the same quarter 
of materials needed for the fulfilment of war orders. 

Official figures of imports entered for consumption 
(exclusive of coin and bullion) for the month of March, 1917, 
and 1918, and for the 12 months ended March, are as 
follows :— 

Month of March. 12 Months ended March. 
1917 1918 1917 1918 
dols. dols. dols. dols. 


Dutiable goods— 











54,571,450 AQ ,637 ,294 461,708,206 542,319,623 

Free goods— 
47,764,436 36,618 404 383,622,697 120,202,224 
102,335,886 87 255,698 845,330,903 962,521 847 


ee 














FINANCIAL NOTES. 


The premium on new York remittances has now advanced 
to the record figure of 2 per cent., a decided burden to im- 
porters of goods from the United States into Canada. If this 
condition results in the curtailment of the purchase of 
unnecessary luxuries the effect will not be altogether 
unfortunate. 

Many suggestions have been made for the relief of the 
situation, but it is probable that natural movements, such 
as the forthcoming seasonal grain shipments and the payment 
by the United States for the war orders now being executed 
in Canada, will soon serve to rectify the situation to a con- 
siderable degree. 

Muvnicipat Loans. 

According to the bank statements for the first quarter of 
the year, an advance continues to be shown in the total of 
loans granted to Canadian municipalities. The figures are 
as follows :— 


1918 1917 

dols. dols. 
BN akecerdasns! sanvane 10,015,466 24,487 273 
EY: ‘snkvatennianeies 45,535,628 26,121,324 
IE «hi peniteniuioniiieneiil 50,652,061 29,877,911 


Heavy maturities of existing municipal loans have still 
to be met during the remainder of the year, and it is 
possible that the Banks may be called upon to a greater 
degree to finance the situation, until the investing pubtic 
come in more freely to take advantage of the high yields now 
offering, say, 63} per cent. to 7 per cent. on Bonds of cities 
in good standing. The Bonds which fall to be paid off this 
year are said to be held chiefly by British and United States 
investors. 





FOREST FIRE PROTECTION IN QUEBEC 
PROVINCE. 

Co-operative Associations for forest fire protection, of 
which four are now in existence in Quebec Province, have 
proved very successful during 1917. Favourable weather 
conditions were an important factor, but the patrol system 


tends to become more and more efficient. The figures are - 


given below for the 1917 season. 


Association. Area Amount No. Acreage Permits 
, Patrolled. expended. of burned. issued. 
Ottawa River— Acres. Dols. fires. 


Eastern division... 8,446,400 22,604 108 8.871 1,181 
Western division... 12,521,120 42.753 28 607 — 
St. Maurice . 9,049,645 32,564 217 4,341 1,406 
Laurentian ... 7,586,344 20,541 52 2340 -—— 
So. St. Lawrence— 
Western division... 
Eastern division... 


2,672,989 6,883 5 9 700 
4,089,511 11,748 43 320 1,952 
44,366,009 137,093 453 16,488 5,239 


——— 











Totals 





-_————— 








NEW ZEALAND. 
IMPORT AND EXPORT TRADE IN 1917. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
WELLINGTON. 

Imports in the year 1917 declined in value to £20,919,265, 
as compared with £26,339,283 in the preceding year. This 
decline was due not only to the shortage of tonnage 
and the difficulty of getting goods delivered, but also to a 
falling off in the wholesale demand for some important lines, 
owing to the existence of heavy stocks of those lines in both 
wholesale and retail hands. 


CAUSES OF DECREASED TRADE. 


Buying, which had been heavy in the first two or more 
years of war, declined appreciably from the middle to the 
end of 1917. This tendency was most noticeable in soft 
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goods and drapery lines. The prohibition of the export of 
certain goods from the United Kingdom also tended to 
reduce trade, not solely because the goods were not procur- 
able from other countries, but because the transference of 
trade from one country to another naturally caused a slight 
diminution while necessary arrangements were made. It 
is therefore not to be taken for granted that the reduction 
of imports due to prohibitions is likely to be permanent, 
Rather it may be admitted that the prohibition of exports 
from the United Kingdom and the shortage of deliveries due 
to other causes, have given rise to the establishment of new 
trading relations with other countries, and a_ serious 
endeavour will be necessary in order to recover the trade 
which United Kingdom manufacturers have been losing. 
Cuter SupPLYING CountTRIEs. 

The following figures are of interest as showing the 
relative shares ot the chief supplying countries in the import 
trade of New Zealand. These figures quoted are imports 
according to country of shipment, the 1917 statistics of 
imports according to country of origin not yet being 
available : — 


Country of shipment. 1916. 1917. 
£ Fer cent. £ Per cent. 
United Kingdom 13,869,455 52-7 8,817,519 42-1 
Australia ...... . 4,002,171 15-2 3,660,93] 17-6 
COMOGR 20:5... site 757 ,286 2-9 757,07] 3:6 
United States ... 3,909,925 15:1 3,900,058 18:6 
NE 562,974 2-1 628,822 3-0 
Other Countries... 3,177,472 12-0 3,154,264 15:1 








26,339,283 100-0 20,919,265 100-0 

The large decrease in the imports from America which was 
shown in the third quarter of the year, was almost 
entirely compensated for by an increase in the imports from 
that country in the last quarter of the year. The imports 
from Japan continued to increase. 

Position oF U.K. TRADE. 

So far as imports from the United Kingdom are concerned 
it is only to be expected that as the war goes on the tendency 
will be towards still larger decreases, and the need will 
therefore become greater for an even more active campaign 
after the war. While the campaign itself must be deterred 
tili aiter the war, the desirability of getting into touch now 
with possible agents, so that they may be prepared for action 
immediately the war 1s over, is urged on United Kingdom 
traders. Many agents in New Zealand have complained that 
they are almost being driven to fix up agencies with foreign 
houses because firms in the United Kingdom will not 
negotiate, and they are consequently in doubt as to what 
their position after the war may be. It is well understood 
that firms at home may uot be able to make deliveries at 
present, but that alone should not prevent their negotiating 
now. 











DEcREASES IN 1917. 


The foilowing statistics of values of total imports of ceriain 
goods show the lines in which the most important decreases 
have taken place :— 


1916 1917 
£ £ 

IID: .-.<1iiiad wines nddnesubanes 1,221,722 946,61] 
Cotton piece goods ...... 1,694,273 1,319,017 
Woollen piece goods ...... 841,821 037,197 
BEE « tindsciidonvartanienesies 311,536 196,723 
Confectionery _.............. 180,291 45 854 
Cocoa and chocolate _...... 73,395 19,993 
Earthenware and china 158,964 97 ,063 
Glass and glassware ........ 218,664 134,256 
Hardware, n.o.e. ............ 360,468 257 ,225 
Iron, bar, bolt and rod ... 252,292 103,577 
,, corrugated, galvanized 193,564 35,846 

Fencing Wire, plain ...... 131,46] 82,004 
Pipes and fittings ......... 254,234 123,589 
Machinery, electrical ..... 474,455 332,587 
ES I ITEC 225,552 177,041 
ll ene Er 516,715 422,022 
Motor vehicles ....... sana 811,326 639,75] 


The reductions in quantity would, of course, be greater in 
proportion than the reductions in value. 


Exports. 


The total exports were valued at £31,597 ,547, as compared 
with £33,286,937 in the year 1916. 





NOTES ON FINANCIAL SITUATION. 


The Minister of Finance has recently made an important 
statement regarding the financial position of the Dominion. 
This statement confirms the gencral opinion that the financial 
position is still very strong; so strong, indeed, that the 
Minister has stated publicly that the revenue at the end of 
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the financial year will be such that no further increased 
taxation will be necessary in the financial year 1918-19. 

The results of the revision of the income tax and 
land tax legislation have feen satisfactory so far as 
revenue is concerned. In the Budget for 1917-18 
provision was made for the collection of an _ excess 
profits tax. The method of levying this tax and 
its incidence were the subject of severe criticism. Income 
tax and land tax legislation were accordingly revised (the 
two taxes being interdependent), with the result that for 
the first eleven months of the financial year just closing the 
increased revenue resulting from these taxcs amounts to 
£2,608.405, while the net increase in revenue is only 
£2,515,238. By far the largest portion of the revenue of the 
Dominion is now being drawn from land and inconie tax. 

Surplus REVENCE. 

Generally speaking the actual revenue returns have ex- 
ceeded estimates, and expenditure accounts have fallen 
short. Consequently a large surplus may be anticipated for 
the third year in succession, It has been estimated in some 
quarters that the surplus this year will be no less than 
£6,000,000, and if this is realised the total surplus for the 
last three years will be over £12,000,000. The Government’s 
policy has been to invest these balances in Imperial securities 
which are realisable in emergency. 


LOANS. 

A war loan of £16,000,000 was raised in the financial year 
1916-17, and a further loan of £12,000.000 (over-subscribed 
by about £5,000,000) has been raised in the financial year 
1917-18; it is understood that the next war loan is to be 
issued almost immediately and that the amount will be 
£10,000 ,000. 

Customs REVENUE. 

In spite of increased Customs duties on certain goods 
(largely in the form of increases on foreign goods under the 
preferential tariff system), Customs revenue shows a de- 
crease, A section of the press has been calling for the impo- 
sition of higher Customs duties, to bring the revenue from 
indirect taxation nearer to that from direct taxation, and 
also to broaden the incidence of existing taxation. With the 
latter object in view there has also been a demand for the 
reduction of the minimum of income on which income tax 
is payable. It seems clear, however, from the Minister's 
statement, that nothing in this direction will be done in 
the next financial year. 


_- 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


IMPORT AND EXPORT TRADE IN 1917. 

The December statement of trade for the Union, issued by 
the Customs Department, gives the aggregate figures for the 
whole of 1917. These show total imports (including Govern- 
ment stores and specie) amounting to £38,365,580, as com- 
pared with £41,184,981 for 1916. 

The total value of imports into the Union during the 
twelye months ended 3lst December, 1917, was £38,365,580, 
as compared with £41,184,981 for 1916. A decrease of four 
millions in the value of merchandise imported is attributed 
partly to a considerable fall in the importation of foodstuffs, 
tor which local supplies are increasing. 

The share of the United Kingdom in the import trade for 
each of the lest five years is revealed in the following 
percentages :—52.17 per cent. in 1917; 58.68 per cent. in 
1916; 58.43 per cent. in 1915; 56.64 per cent. in 1914; and 
54.44 per cent. in 1913. 








IMporRtTS, 

Articles of food and drink represent an amount ot 
£5,033,010, which is less by nearly £800,000 than the figures 
for 1916, and over two and a half million sterling less than 
in 1913, 

The falling off of cotton piece goods and cotton hosiery 
(underclothing) imported during 1917 was £3,177,143, and 
£1,012,669 respectively. These values show a remarkable 
advance on those of 1913, which were given as £1,754,769 
and £696,051 respectively 

Wheat has fallen from one million sterling in 1916 to 
C801 ,822 last year, and flour from £514,502 to £402,683. 

No very striking difference is shown between the imports 
of 1916 and 1917 with reference to hardware and cutlery, 
iron and steel manufactures, leather and leather goods, 
machinery, oils, railway material, soap, stationery and books, 
tobacco, vehicles, wood and timber, and woollen manufac- 
tures. Furniture shows a reduction of nearly £200,000 on 
the year. 

The falling off of imports of fertilisers into the Union is 
indicated by the fact that whereas in 1916 their value was 
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£126,748, and in 1913 £188,000, the figure for last year was 
only £45,149. 

The number of motor cars imported during last year was 
4,733, of a value of £609,002. 

The importation of timber is still in the region of one 
million sterling. 

EXPorRts. 

The total value of exports recorded for the year was 
(28,647,604, as compared with £23,946,283 in 1916. 

By adding the value of the gold output to the exporis 
tor the last two years, the following comparison in the value 
of exports is made with pre-war years :— 


Year. Value of Exporis. 
£ 

BE bailed pat ennisicaseamandind 64,099,598 

BL Sitedacedi ioincehakoesiandiiicoulalls 60,910,245 

IED ddikiseesccuddplansandbenstedimeneetiee 64,016,645 

SEE teidiuahincvtinminhaieie “alias .... 60,482,812 

ED. -Nishasvinsiatschcnsaeinnntpseieniinds 54,333,305 


fhe value of wool exports for the last three years (1916- 
17) reached £20,750,006, as compared with £€14,738,087 in 
the period 1912-14. 

Natal cane sugar to the extent of 4,013,241 Ib. was 
exported during the year, mainly to the S.W. African 
Protectorate. In 1914 the export figure was 164,445 lb., and 
in 1913, 347,244 Ib. 

xports of beef reached 47,252,995 lb. as compared with 
17,686,121 in 1916, 5,096,858 Ib in 1915, 126,926 Ib. in 1914, 
and 8,943 Ib. in 1913. | 

Maize was responsible for another record figure— 
168,702,325 Ib. being exported compared with nearly 23 
million lb. in 1913. 

The following figures showing the export of certain South 
African products may be of interest :— 


£ £ 
BS ussen eats: 6.935 Leather and leather 
BE: satin: we 7 ,82& EN diceskacaen 34,696 
Asbestos, raw. ... 86,528 Machinery _...... 9,652 
MEE nidedatiaeiiess 293.982 Manures: Whale 11.987 
, Extract... 49,520 pe Other 
Blasting compounds 525,666 (mainly sulph- 
Buchu leaves ...... 20,154 ate of ammo. 
RN: sedtiecnaces 11,500 | re | 24,025 
BE sidnctanprienss 320,801 Oil (whale) ..... 16,410 
Cotton manufac- BOR te cesasii mire 26,543 
SL -< sihuastenen’s 2.633 Spirit (non-potable ) 15,589 
Cotton (raw)... 3.947 Stationery ...... 10,542 
Diamonds _ ........ 6,097.006 Tobacco ............ 86.57 
Feathers (ostrich) 175.019 Vehicles ............ 6,128 
Fodder and forage $1,690 Wood and timber 8,574 
Furniture ......... ee a eer 8 782,280 


Hair (Angora) 280.626 Articles of food 
Hides and skins... 2.637.735 and drink 
oe a 3,528 


1.145, 296 





CAPE TOWN WATER SUPPLY. 

In order to augment the Cape Town water supply by bor- 
ing, arrangements have been made with the Railway <Ad- 
ministration for conducting boring operations on a property 
near Newlands. 

The City Engineer has recommended the purchase of the 
property, and the Water Works Committee state that they 
consider that the results obtained will justify the Council in 
purchasing the property. 





EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


ORDINANCE AMENDING COPYRIGHT LAW. 

The ‘‘ Official Gazette’? of the East Africa Protectorate. 
dated 13th March, contains the text. of an Ordinance to 
amend the law relating to copyright. This Ordinance (No. 7 
of 1918) provides that for the purpose of the application of 
section fourteen of the (Imperial) Copyright Act, 1911, te 
the importation into the Protectorate of works made out 
of the Protectorate :— 

1.—The Chief of Customs shall perform the duties and 
may exercise the powers thereby imposed on or given to 
the Commissoners of Customs and Excise of the United 
Kingdom. 

2.—Regulations made by the Chief of Customs under that 
section shall require the approval of the Governor-in-Council. 

3.—Regulations made under that section may provide 
that notices given to the Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise of the United Kingdom, if communicated by them to 
the Chief of Customs, shall be deemed to have been given by 
the owner of the Copyright to the Chief of Customs. 

4.—That section shall have effect as if it formed part of 
the Customs Ordinance, 1910. 
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GOLD COAST COLONY. 


AMENDMENT OF ENEMY PROPERTY 
ORDINANCE. 

“The Government Gazette’ of the Gold Coast Colony, 
dated Gth April, contains the text of an Ordinance (No. 13 
of 1918) to amend the Enemy Property Control and Disposal 
Ordinance (No. 11 of 1917), The purpose of this Ordinance 
(Enemy Property Control and Disposal Ordinance, 1917, 
Amendment Ordinance, 1918), is to amend the Ordinance ot 
1917, principally by removing therefrom references to 
foreigners, foreign corporations, and corporations under 
foreign control; it being considered that sufficient provision 
has been made in that behalf in the conditions of sale, sub- 
ject to which the immovable properties dealt with in the 
principal Ordinance are sold. 

The full text of the above-mentioned Ordinance may be 
consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office 
of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence). 


FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 
STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


REGISTER OF MOTOR CARS. 

A recent issue of the ‘‘Straits Settlements Government 
Gazette’’* publishes an extract from the Register of Motor 
Cars, kept under the provisions of the Traction Engine and 
Motor Cars Ordinance (No. XIX. of 1911). The total number 
of cars given in this list is 1,709, and in addition to giving 
the name and address of the licensce, a description Is given 
of the car owned. 


CONTROL OF HIRE-CARS. 

Referring to a proposed Enactment of the Federal 
Council of the Federated Malay States, it is stated in the 
‘Federated Malay States Government Gazette’’* that the 
increase in the use of hire-cars in the Colony has led to a 
demand, which appears reasonable, for further powers to 
regulate and control them and their drivers. 




















LICENCES UNDER POISONS AND DRUGS 
REGULATIONS. 


Recent issues of the official “Gazettes’* of both Colonies 
contain lists of persons licensed for various purposes. These 
lists include, in the case of the Straits Settlements, persons 
in Penang, Singapore and Malacca licensed under the 
Poisons Ordinance, 1905; and persons, including dentists, in 
the same districts, licensed under the Deleterious Drugs 
Ordinance, 1910. In the case of the Federated Malay States, 
a list contains the names of persons in Perak, Selangor and 
Negri Sembilan licensed for 1918 under the Poisons Enact- 
ment, 1911. These lists give the names, addresses and quality 
of the licensees. 


*The above-mentioned “ Gazettes ’ may be consulted by British 
firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 


EUROPE. 
FRANCE. 
LAW REGULATING EXPORT OF CAPITAL. 


The attention of the “Board of Trade Journal’’ has been 
called to the misconception which appears to exist in some 
quarters as to the exact implications of the French Law 
regulating the export of capital. A summary of this Law was 
published on p. 543 of the ‘‘Journal’’ of 2nd May. The im- 

ression appears to have been formed that the effect of this 
aw would be to preclude payment for goods exported to 
France. 

Whilst only the French authorities can advise as to the 
interpretation to be placed upon a French Law, it may be 
pointed out that the position seems to be analagous to that 
almost universally prevailing to-day with regard to the ex- 
port of goods: export is prohibited with the object of secur- 
ing control by means of a system of licences. Further, 
Article 4 of the above-mentioned Law contains the following 
words: ‘‘The prohibition laid down by Article 1 (7.e., the 
clause forbidding the export of capital) does not apply to 
.... payment for products, goods or merchandise intended 
to be imported, within a period of six months, into France, 
its colonies, or protectorates, if such imports conform to the 
laws and regulations in force.”’ 

[n support of the view expressed above may be quoted the 
‘War Bulletin ’’ (No. 166) of the British Chamber of Com- 
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merce in Paris. The “Bulletin”? says that ‘“‘this Law is 
essentially directed against the abusive exportation of 
capital, and is not intended to hinder legitimate commercial 
operations, although, necessarily, the formalities to be ac- 
complished create a certain amount of additional trouble. . . 
As regards remittances for purchases, the banker, before 
delivering a cheque, now asks to see the import licence cover- 
ing the goods in question, which licence he stamps to pre- 
vent its wrongful presentation a second time; where the 
licence cannot be produced, either because the remittance is 
for goods already delivered or for which the importer no 
longer possesses, for some reason, an import licence, the 
bank asks for invoices or other proofs that the operation is a 
commercial and legitimate one.’’ 

The full text (in French) of the above-mentioned Law may 
be consulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry 
Office of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence). 





SWEDEN. 


ELECTRO-CHEMICA I, INDUSTRY AT 
TROLLHATTAN. 


The following is a translation from the French text of a 
summary of an address recently delivered by a Swedish 
professor on the electro-chemical industry of Trollhiittan :. 

In 1910 a large experimental plant was built at Trollhattan 
for the manufacture of cast-iron by electrical methods. The 
experiments having been successful, the plant was taken over 
by an electric-blast furnace joint-stock company of Troll- 
hattan, which, in addition to the 2,200 kilowatt plant already 
installed, put in a new plant of 3,200 kilowatts. The produc- 
tion is about 4 tons of cast-iron per kilowatt-year, and the 
consumption of charcoal about 0-35 ton for cach ton of iron 
produced, instead of 0-90 ton in ordinary blast furnaces. 

With regard to the production of steel at Trollhattan, it 
may be noted that two joint-stock companies there have 
‘‘Rennerfelt” blast furnaces. 

The manufacture of ferro-alloys has undergone an 
enormous development during the war as a consequence of 
the use of ferro-silicon in the manufacture of shells. In 
Sweden in 1917 not less than 45,000 kilowatts of power were 
employed in the manufacture of iron alloys (per kilowatt- 
year there were produced about 1-2 tons of 50 per cent. 
ferro-silicon). 

Of these 45,000 kilowatts, one company at present employs 
14,500 kilowatts in the manufacture of _ ferro-silicon, 
ferro-manganese-silicon, and manganese-silicon. 

Another joint-stock company utilises from 8,000 to 10,000 
kilowatts in the production of ferro-chrome, ferro-manganese 
and ferro-molybdenum. A second foundry near Trollhiittan 
employs 1,000 kilowatts in the production of ferro-silicon. 
A metal and machinery company at Stallbacka uses 2,300 
kilowatts for making ferro-silicon, ferro-manganese, etc., 
shape-iron. Another firm has in the course of erection a 
factory utilising 1,500 kilowatts in the production of 
manganese-silicon, for which is used rhodonite from 
Dalsland. A copper-producing company utilises about 500 
kilowatts principally for the electrolytic refining of copper. 
Sweden has a great interest in the matter of electrolytic 
production of copper, and the lecturer mentioned the large 
plant for this purpose at Chuquicamata in Chile, and another 
works for obtaining by electrolysis copper and nickel from 
pyrites. 

The lecturer then turned to the manufacture of different 
products and metals very necessary to Swedish industry. He 
recalled a Trollhittan electric company with works at Ouan, 
which, in its day employing the Laval method, ceased manu- 
facturing in 1900, when the first crisis in the carbide industry 
occurred. In November, 1917, a Stockholm superphosphate 
company established at Stallbacka a carbide factory using 
53,000 kilowatts. 

In the matter of the manufacture of fertilisers and nitric 
acid, a series of important experiments have been under- 
taken at Trollhattan. An engineer established at Ouan in 
1911 experimental plant for the oxidation of atmospheric 
nitrogen, <A contract valued at 12,000 kronor has been 
placed by a company for the erection at Stallbacka of a 
factory, which is to employ the Birkeland-Eyde method, for 
the manufacture of highly concentrated nitric acid for the 
manufacture of explosives. 

Another firm has an experimental plant employing 130 
kilowatts at Vistra Malgén for the manufacture, by the 
lecturer’s own methods, of diphosphate (a fertiliser with a 
high content of phosphoric acid), manufactured from apatite 
residues otherwise valueless. 

Yet another Trollhiittan company has erected at Stall- 
backa a plant of about 2,000 kilowatts for the manufacture 
of potassium cyanide with the aid of potash-containing 
minerals, according to Dr. A. Lindblad’s method. 
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The lecturer then proceeded to show the considerable 
development of the electro-chemical industry at Trolihittan 
since 1910, at which date a beginning was made of the erec- 
tion of the electro-chemical establishments at present in 
operation. To-day there are 16 factories at work and four 
more are in the course of erection. In 1917 the electro- 
chemical industry employed 57,000 kilowatts, and the value 
of manufactured products, reckoned according to prices 
prevailing before the war, is 22,000,000 kronor a year. 
Calculated at present prices, the value of these products is 
certainly three times greater. 

In 1916 the electro-chemical industry absorbed about two- 
thirds of the power of the Trollhittan Falls, and in 1917 
about three-quarters of this power. The electro-chemical 
industry will probably remain in this district, for the avail- 
able power, which at the end of 1918 will be 105,000 kilo- 
watts, will become, after the completion of the works at 
Lake Vinern, about 270,000 kilowatts. The advantages that 
would accrue to the industry by its transfer to the Norrland 
district, where power would be cheaper, is only apparent. 
The poor means of communication, the climate, and the 
difficulties of securing a supply of labour, would make such 
a removal disadvantageous. 


DEVELOPMENT oF ELECTRO-CHEMICAL INDUSTRY IN SWEDEN. 


No. of No. of Output: value in 
Year. plants. kilowatts. kronor. 
1904 8 9,000 4,500,000 
L908 10 13,500 7,590,000 
1911 14 25,000 11,000,060 
1913 22 60,000 20,000,000 
1915 36 78,000 31,000,000 
1917 75 126,000 55,000,000 


The above calculations are based on pre-war prices, 





SWITZERLAND. 


RECENT MEASURES AFFECTING TRADE. 

A perusal of the recent issues of the Swiss official publica- 
tion, the ‘‘Recueil de Lois Suisses,’’ shows how Switzerland, 
in common with all other countries, has been compelled by 
the war, and more particularly in order to secure adequate 
supplies of raw materials for her industries, to assume 
Governmental control of one industry after another. 


Dyesturrs, Fats anp METALS. 


Important industries which have been the subject of 
recent Decrees published in the ‘‘Recueii’’? are those con- 
nected with (1) colours for dyes; (2) fats, oils, resins, and 
waxes; and (3) metals of all kinds. In each case the industry 
is placed under the control of the Department of Pubiic 
Economy, and that Department is empowered to hand over 
the administration of its functions to companies specially 
authorised thereto. In the case of (2) the Decree regulates 
the importation, production, manufacture, and employment 
uf and trade in these commodities, as well as of raw materials 
used in their manufacture. The Decree relative to metals 
(3) deals with trade in new metals, metal alloys of all kinds, 
re-cast metals, articles partially manufactured of metal, old 
metals and metal scrap, metallic residues, ores and all other 
similar materials, and also contains provisions relative to 
their preparation and transformation. Gold, silver, piatinum, 
aluminium, iron and steel, are not affected by this Decree, 
being dealt with under other regulations. The present 
Decree abrogates the previous Decree dealing with the trade 
in old metals and metallic scrap. 


RECENT DEPARTMENTAL DECISIONS. 

The foregoing regulations relate exclusively to Decrees of 
the Federal Council, but recent issues of the ‘‘Recueil’’ 
contain a considerable number of Decisions by Ministerial 
Departments giving effect to previously-published [Federal 
Decrees. [A Departmental ‘‘Décision”’ is, broadly speaking, 
equivalent to an Order-in-Council in the United Kingdom 
and, of course, has binding effect.]| Among recent Decisions 
are those regulating the trade in and utilisation of bones, and 
fixing maximum prices for their sale; controlling deliveries 
of paper, cardboard and paper-pulp ; controlling the working 
of peat deposits and the trade in peat products, for which 
latter maximum prices are fixed; and giving effect to the 
above Decrees relative to dyes and metals. In the case of 
the metals provision is made for the taking of a Census of 
the commodities referred to, and maximu™ prices are fixed 
for old metals and scrap. 


RESTRICTION OF AREA DEVOTED TO NoN-ALIMENTARY CROPS. 


One interesting Decision of the Department of Public 
Economy is that which prohibits the extension of the area 
devoted to the cultivation of tobacco and other non-ali- 
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mentary crops. This Decision repeals a Decision made in 
March of last year, 


CONTROL OF TRADE IN CIDER AND PERRY. 


Finally may be noted a Decision which regulates the trade 
in cider and perry. This provides that the purchase of cider 
and perry may only be made by persons or firms licensed by 
the Agricultural Division of the Department of Public 
Economy. A system of cards is issued in this connection. 
The purchase and sale of these beverages for export is 
prohibited. 

The fuil text in French of the above-mentioned Decrees, 
etc., may be consulted by British firms at the Enquiry Office 
of the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Inteiligence). 





ASIA, 
CHINA. 








MACHINERY AND ENGINEERING SITUATION. 

The demand for machinery and engineering supplies in 
China is considerably in excess of the supply that can be 
obtained from the various manufacturing countries. There 
are many orders ready to be placed, but withheld owing to 
the fact that the buyers are discouraged by the present high 
prices and uncertain deliveries. Not only are large under- 
takings, such as railways, deferring purchases in the hope 
vf better times, but many industrial proposals are in- 
definitely shelved for the same reason. No doubt in quite 
a number of cases buyers are so discouraged that enquiries 
never reach foreign firms, but there is a sufficient number of 
proposals coming before merchants to prove the buoyancy 
of the demand. Interest is still maintained in cotton 
spinning and weaving mills, flour mills, electric lighting 
plants, metallurgical plants, and a host of smaller applica- 
tions of an engineering nature. Naturally, the demand is 
not nearly so great as it would be if China were enjoying 
a period of peace and political unity. The desultory fighting 
that has been going on does not very greatly affect the local 
market at Shanghai, but it does affect the importance of 
Shanghai as an entrepdt, and as a place where many orders 
are negotiated for machinery which is destined for the 
interior. 

Since the beginning of the war British merchants engaged 
in engineering enterprises have had to meet steadily increas- 
ing difficulties, and these difficulties by no means diminished 
in 1917. 

Prices naturally continued to rise, and in many cases 
machinery cost from 106 to 150 per cent. more than before 
the war. Some raw materials have risen to an even greater 
extent, notably steel for shipbuilding. The rise in prices 
is, of course, a natural and inevitable outcome of the war, 
and can safely be expected to continue until peace is 
declared. As far as China is concerned, this rise in price is 
offset to a considerable extent by the present high exchange. 
On the other hand, exchange has not remained steady during 
the year, and whatever the general level may be, such 
violent fluctuations will always act as a bar to trade. Of 
the other elements making up the landed cost of the goods, 
freight is the most important. During 1917 freights from 
Great Britain rose steadily, but not very rapidly. As 
regards the United States, opportunities of shipment via 
Panama are not frequent, and practically everything is 
coming by rail to the Pacific Coast. Through freight from 
the Eastern States to China rose sharply, but not steadily, 
during 1917, and all through the year it was almost im- 
possible to work out freights in advance, as the market 
seemed to vary from day to day, and the greatest un- 
certainty existed, not only as regards the ocean freight 
across the Pacific, but also as regards railway rates in the 
United States. A further difficulty in connection with these 
shipments was the congestion at all Pacific ports. There are 
not a few cases where goods have remained on the coast 
awaiting tonnage for five or six months. 

The difficulty of obtaining supplies from the United 
Kingdom remained practically unaltered during 1917. At 
the beginning of 1917 the United States were not at war, 
but since they have joined the Allies, licence regulations 
for manufacturing and for export have been rigorously 
enforced. The result was that at the close of the year it 
was not much easier to obtain goods from America than from 
the United Kingdom. It is also a noteworthy fact that such 
zoods as could be obtained from the British Isles were con- 
siderably lower in price than similar articles purchased in 
the United States.—(Shanghai Chamber of Commerce 
Journal.) 
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JAPAN. 


NOTES ON INDUSTRY AND TRADE. 
(From H.M. Commercial Attaché.) 
YOKOHAMA. 








Tea TRADE. 

At the annual meeting of the Japanese Tea Manufac- 
turers’ Associations it was stated that shipments of tea from 
Japan during the nine months, April-December, 1917, showed 
a substantial increase over the cerresponding period in 1916. 
The total export was £11,962 cases, or 38,397,133 Ib., being 
an increase of 58,451 cases, or 3,622,698 Ib., as compared 
with shipments during April to December, 1916. 

A report presented on the working of the Black Tea 
Laboratory in 1917 was alse of interest as showing Japan’s 
endeavour to capture the market held by Indian tea. The 
principal aims of the Laboratory are stated to be the 
production of good tea at a low price, and to this end an 
improvement of general equipment and plant has been 
effected. Particular attention has been given to drying 
plant, with good results. The year’s output of black tea was 
iwice that of the previous year. 

During 1918 the Associations will expend a sum of 68,142 
ven in an advertising campaign in Canada, the United 
States, Russia, China, Manchuria, and Corea. Of that 
amount, 31,500 ven will be expended in the United States 
on the establishment of additional tea houses, the distribu- 
tion of samples, or by advertising in newspapers or 
magazines. 

The following table shows the countries of destination of 
Japanese tea exports in 1916 and 1917 :— 





To— 1916. 1917. 
kin. yen. kin. yen. 
China 777,727 237.107 1,043.744 255,926 
United Kingdom 231.399 122,993 138.734 78.012 
United States 30.713.656 13308.641 42,421,041 17.797.956 
Canada | 5,924,541 2,124,184 4,925,829 1,967,931 
ther countries 695 824 239,052 1,640,772 656,419 
Total 38 343,147 16,081,977 50,170.120 21,756,246 


Kin = 1.3228 Ib. (av.). 
Yen = 2s. Odd. (at par). 
Ruserr Goons InNpustryr. 

The growth of the Japanese rubber products industry may 
he seen from the steady increase in the imports of raw 
rubber into Japan. The official trade returns state that 
imports of crude rubber in 1917 were valued at 9,130,238 
yen, which is an increase of 1,884,218 yen over the preceding 
vear, and of 5,698,632 yen over 1915. 

ormerly, most of the motor car tyres were inported 
from overseas, but now a good portion of Japan’s require- 
ments of tyres is supplied by domestic manufacturers, 
although some of them are financed by foreign capitalists. 
The export of tyres has also begun with the development cf 
rubber plants in this country, and although the total value 
of such exports is small still, Japanese tyres are being bought 
by some Oriental countries. In this department of the 
rubber industry the outlook is highly encouraging. Japan’s 
military authorities have learned a lesson from the present 
war in Europe and have just introduced a Bill in the 
Imperial Diet, asking for authorisation to grant bounties 
to motor car owners. If the Bill is passed and owners are 
encouraged to increase the number of their cars, the sale 
of tyres is sure to increase. 

Brcye.e Tyres Exporten. 

At present Japan’s principal exports of rubber goods are 
tyres for bicycles and rikishas. According to the official 
trade returns the past year’s export of bicycle tyres is 
valued at 4,053,629 ven, which shows an increase of 7.351 
yen over the preceding year, and of 671,000 yen over 1916. 
The principal destinations of Japanese bicycle tyres are 
China, Australia. South America, and the South Pacific 
Islands. As to the volume of exports of rikisha tyres, no 
accurate estimate is available, but it is thought to be 
quite large. Their principal destinations are China, Singa- 
pore, and some Oriental points. 

Tovs, piping, some surgical goods, and other miscellaneous 
rubber goods are also being manufactured in Japan for 
export to foreign markets. Although no exact estimate 
of their export value is given in the official trade returas, 
a prominent manufacturer says the value may equal that of 
tvres. 

Acar-AcGsar INDUSTRY. 

The manufacture of agar-agar, a Japanese substitute for 
gelatine or isinglass, is, as a rule, begun towards the close 
of the year, and is finished at the end of February. It was 
started some three centuries ago, but still there is no depar- 
ture from the primitive method of production. Nor is it 
systematised or developed into a factory industry, although 
a new company has recently been projected to combine many 
private and small concerns. Therefore, no accurate and 
up-to-date estimate of its production can be obtained, but it 
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is said that the total value of the annual production is roughly 
3,000,000 yen. In Japan itself only a small portion of this 
has been used in foodstuffs and as a substitute for gelatine, 
and the best part of Japan’s output has been exported, | 

In 1915 the volume of shipments was 2,202,613 lb., valued 
at 1,706,064 yen, but in the following year, partly owing 
tc the increased demand, and partly on account of a striking 
increase in prices, the value reached 2,446,862 yen, while 
the volume stood at 2,785,710 Ib. 

Last year, however, the volume of shipments fell away 
to 2,102,629 lb., and the value to 1,954,983 yen. 

Before the war China and Germany were the best buyers 
of the commodity, using it in foodstuffs and as a material 
for chemicals, but since the war began the United Kingdom, 
Russia, and China have been the largest buyers. Now 
the United States is among the best buyers. 

As to the after-war prospects, the Governiment issued 
a hopeful statement some time ago in one of its reports, 
but much doubt is entertained respecting this year’s trade. 
Prices are quoted at 120 yen per picul. 


UNITED STATES. 


CLASSIFICATION OF 
AND EXPORTS. 


Revision AND EXTENSION FoR War PuRpPOsES AND TRApF 
PROMOTION. 








STATISTICAL IMPORTS 


The revision and extension of the statistical classification of 


imports into and exports from the United States have been 
undertaken by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
inerce, which have invited trade organisations and individual 
importers and exporters to furnish suggestions for improve. 
ment in the classification that will make the statistics more 
helpful for trade-promotion purposes. Recommendations for 
new classes not now shown separately or for a more det:iled 
subdivision of the present classification, as well as sugges. 
tions regarding the form of publication, are to be caret ully 
ecnsidered and adopted if practicable. 

The immediate object of the more detailed classification 
that is contemplated is to furnish accurate information for 
the use of the Tariff Commission. the Food Administration, 
and the War Trade, Shipping, and other War Boards in 
carrying on their work of licensing imports and exports, and 
of taking measures for conserving tonnage, foodstuffs, and 
raw materials essential in carrying on the war. 

But while the present need for more specific statistics is 
largely brought about by the war, the Bureau state that thev 
desire to make the statistics of the largest possible permanent 
value in their work of promoting foreign commerce after 
the war. The more extended use of statistics for commer-ial 
instead of purely legislative purposes was the moving factor 
in causing the transfer in 1903 of the work of collecting and 
publishing foreign trade statistics from the Treasury 
Department to the newly-created Department of Commerce 
and Labour. Since this work has been in charge of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce an extensive 
educational campaign has been carried on to induce business 
men to study the statistics in planning extension of foreign 
markets. The classification has been amplified from time 
to time in order to meet the increasing needs of commercial 
interests for this purpose. The new export regulations and 
standardised form of export declarations put into effect in 
the early part of 1916 have resulted in a marked improve- 
ment in the completeness and accuracy of the export 
statistics. A standardised form of import entry, which is 
expected to simplify the collection of import statistics, was 
prescribed a few months ago by the Treasury Department. 

It is intended, if possible, to put the extended classification 
inte effect for the fiscal year beginning with Ist July next, 
and ali parties desiring to submit recommendations are 
therefore urged to transmit them to the Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce at the earliest possible date. 





CASTOR BEAN AND OIL INDUSTRY. 


An estimate made by the National City Bank of New York 
shows that the production of castor oil in the United States 
prior to the war amounted in value to over 1.000.000 dollars 
per annum. Much of the output was produced from castor 
beans imported from India. Tormerly, the United States 
produced considerable quantities of castor beans, especially 
on the Pacific coast and in the Southern States; but when 
the development of the petroleum industry produced a more 
satisfactory lubricating oil and at a much lower cost, the 
castor bean and oil industry declined. When the importance 
of castor oil for the lubrication of aeroplanes became recog- 
nised in 1916, a fillip was given to the production of the oil 
in the United States, and 1,035,000 bushels of beans were 
imported in that vear, and 1,041.000 bushels in 1917, as 
coinpared with 844,900 bushels in 1913. ; 
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American Government Departments are combining to 
obtaiz an increase in castor bean cultivation in the Southern 
States this year, when it is hoped that 200,000 acres will he 
planted there. The value of the probable crop, which will 
be available before the end of the year, is placed at 
12.900,000 dollars, and the castos oil produced therefrom at 
000,000 dollars. 





SECURITIES OF ALIEN ENEMIES IN FRANCE 
AND THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The United States War Trade Board have issued a general 
licence authorising dealers in the United States to collect 
securities or coupons held by official custodians of the pro- 

erty of alien enemies in France and the United Kingdom 
without requiring, in connection with such collection, the 
forms of declaration of no enemy interest required by the 
President's Executive Order of 26th January last. In lieu 
of such declaration, it is directed that there -must be filed a 
declaration to the effect that the said securities are in the 
official custody of the official custodians of France or the 
United Kingdom; and this declaration must be filed either 
by the collecting dealer in the United States or by a corres- 
pondent in France or the United Kingdom who has signed the 
declaration of foreign correspondents required by the Execu- 
tive Order of 26th January, or by the official custodian of the 
property of alien enemies in the countries mentioned, : 

This action has been taken for the reason that when securi- 
ties are held by official custodians of the property of alien 
enemies, the collecting agencies are not in a position to make 
the declaration of no enemy interest required by the Execu- 


tive Order. 
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
SUGAR TRADE IN 1917. 


Prosperity was not much in evidence in the sugar industry 
of the Philippine Islands in 1917 as in other industries. 
Exports amounted to 202,655 tons, but, though this figure 
was close to the general average of recent years, production 
was far below the record-breaking crop of 1916, when exports 
amounted to 332,158 tons. While the average export price 
was somewhat higher than in 1916, the remoteness of the 
Islands from the great consuming centres and the increasing 
transportation difficulties prevented the low-grade Philip- 
pine sugar from profiting as did Cuban and other nearby 
and high-grade sugars from the high prices of the year. 
The marked advances in New York sugar quotations that 
preceded Government control were not reflected in the 
Islands’ markets, where the price movement was generally 
downward throughout the year in the face of advancing 
freights, and at the close were about the lowest of the war 
period, with tonnage scarce and considerable stocks of the 
old crop still in Iloilo. Shipments to the United States 
amounted to 61,392 tons, which, with the exception of 1913, 
were the smallest since the passage of free trade. 








CIGAR AND TOBACCO TRADE IN 1917. 

The rapidly growing American demand was the conspicu- 
ous feature in the cigar trade. The quantity shipped to the 
United States increased from one hundred and eleven million 
in 1916 to two hundred and two million. Shipments to other 
countries were of minor importance in the two hundred and 
eighty-five million total, and, as a whole, continued at the 
low level of the war period, while prices generally advanced 
in consonance with advancing prices of raw materials. The 
enormous exports of leaf tobacco in 1916, amounting to 
nearly forty million pounds, gave place to reaction in 1917, 
with exports the smallest during American occupation. 
There was compensation, however, in an average export price 
that almost doubled, while the year witnessed radical market 
changes. Spain, heretofore leading in the trade, dropped 
to third place, France tock the lead in quantity, and the 
United States ranked second with a relatively high-priced 


trade. als 
LATIN AMERICA. 


CHILE. 
HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER EXPLOITATION. 


A prolonged study was recently made by an American 
hydro-electric engineer into the available water power in 
the South of Chile, and it appears that hopes of obtaining 
good results are held. Concessions, it is understood, have 
already been secured for some 60,000 horse-power, a further 
15,000 horse-power being in view. It is expected that about 
40,000 horse-power may be taken by a copper company, while 
other probable consumers are a cement company and the 
local electric light and traction companies. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS.— 
Strict. precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certuen goods (including Priority Certificate requirements) 
and to the special regulations governing trade with certain 
countries. in cases of doubt or difficulty reference should 
be made personally or by letter to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 

British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘‘Openings’’ by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number. Even though trade may not 
at present be possible, 1t may be worth while for British 
firms to open up communications now with a view to future 
trade. | 








UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Appli«a- 
lions are frequently received at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts 
of the United Kingdom, and abroad, who wish to get into 
communication with British manufacturers or producers of 
various classes of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

Applications have been recorded during the past week for 
the names of manufacturers or producers of the following 
(amongst other) articies. British manufacturers or pro- 
ducers of these articles now in a position to supply are 
invited to make application for the names of the enquirers :— 

Machinery for making flexible tubes in brass. [Complete 
plant required for making rolled brass and brass ribbon, and 
also for interlocking the lining of rubber and asbestos in the 
tubes. Diameter up to 60 m.m., but to be capable of pro- 
ducing tubes up to 120 m.m. if necessary. ]} 

Paper pulp moulding machinery. 

Papier maché machinery, eic. 

Machinery for making small glass, ete., 
for threading. 

Machine for slicing cabbages. 


beads, periorated 


AUSTRALIA. 

KLECTRIC METERS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in 
Australia has forwarded a copy of the specification, condi- 
tions of contract, and form of tender in connection with a 
call for tenders by the Victorian Government Railways for 
the supply and delivery of 21 electric meters for power 
circuits. (Contract No. 31,501.) [See Notice to Manufac- 
turers and Exporters above. | 

Copies of the specification, ete., may be obtained from the 
Offices of the Victorian Railway Commissioners, Spencer 
Street, Melbourne, where sealed tenders, on the proper 
forms, will be received up to 11 a.m. on 3rd July. 

Tenders must be accompanied by a preliminary deposit 
of } per cent. of the amount of the offer. Local representa- 
tion is necessary. 

A copy of the above-mentioned specification, etc., may 
be consulted by British manufacturers of electric meters at 
the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade 
‘Development and Intelligence). 

(It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and, owing to forms having to be obtained from 
Australia this intimation will be of use only to firms having 
agents in the Commonwealth who can be instructed by 
cable. j 


CANADA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Port- 
land House, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, whence 
further information may be obtained :— 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CANADIAN CONCRETE 
MIXERS AND OTHER MACHINES, MOULDS AND 
ACCESSORIES.—A Canadian company manufacturing 
concrete mixers and other machines, moulds and accessories, 
is desirous of exchanging correspondence with United King- 
dom buyers regarding export trade after the war. 

MARKET SOUGAT FOR CANADIAN WIRE FENCING. 
-——-A Canadian company manufacturing wire fencing would 
be glad to hear from United Kingdom buyers desirous of 
obtaining supplies. 

{[Note.—In reference to the foregoing, regard should be 
had to the restriction on imports into, and on dealings in 
certain goods in, the United Kingdom.] 





EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 

UNIFORMS FOR UGANDA RAILWAY.—The ‘‘Official 
Gazette of the East Africa Protectorate of 6th March con- 
tains a notice relative to a call for tenders for the supply 
of staff uniforms for the Uganda Railway during the finan- 
cial year ending 3list March, 1919. The uniforms include 
blue and khaki serge suits, overcoats and jackets; white 
drill suits; khaki jackets and shorts; and helmets, caps and 
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fezzes. Although the time for the receipt of tenders has 
expired, the particulars given in the notice of the require- 
ments of the Uganda Railway Administration inay still be 
of interest, and the above-mentioned copy of the ‘‘Gazette’’ 
is available to British firms at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Jntelligence). 





MALAY PENINSULA. 

LAMPWARE TRADE.— Although gas and electricity are 
now more general as illuminants throughout the Far East 
than they were a quarter of a century ago, the use of oil 
lamps is likely to continue for many years to come, especially 
in up-country districts remote from large towns. ‘In British 
Malaya, says the Malay States Infor mation Agency in Lon- 
don, lamps are in general usc amongst the Chinese and 
Malays even in the towns, and consequently there is a large 
trade in lamps and lampware of every description. From the 
conditions that prevail in the Federated Malay States, oil 
lamps must of necessity be used away from the towns, and it 
is not to be wondered at that the larger proportion of the 
exports from Straits Settlements ports ‘should find their way 
into the hinterland of the Malay Peninsula. A reference to 
the trade statistics shows that the imports of lamps and 
lampware into the Federated Malay States were valued as 
follows over a period of five years:—-1912, £19,358; 1913, 
£24,062; 1914, £15,181; 1915, £8,963; and 1916, £13,430. 

The falling off since 1913 may be attributed reasonably 
enough to the difficulty of getting supplies owing to the 
suppression of the German importing kouses at the ports of 
entry. 

The imports and exports of lamps and lampware into 
the Straits Settlements ports | over a period of four years 


were valued as below :— imports. Exports. 
f £ 

i913... - oe 67,502 22,576 

1914 ..,. ~ sind 36,553 16.159 

1915... ~ - 18,286 13,366 

i916... si 32,305 16,714 


[t will be seen from the particulars that follow that this 
trade was largely in the hands of the Germans prior to the 
war, and that in 1916 Japan was able to profit by the elimi- 
nation of German competition :— 





Imports from 1913. 1914, 1915. 1916. 
£ £ £ £ 
Germany... 35,507 17,685 2,210 ——- 
United Kingdom 21,745 12,022 8,574 14,787 
United States an 3 995 1,057 654 1 3382 
Austria-Hungary ... 1 539 —— ~— a - 
Hong Kong ioe 1,330 505 716 1,497 
Belgium “ wie 1,237 1,176 —— 
Japan in Me a a 2,370 10,170 
Netherlands ~-—- ——- 2,161 2, 5041 


The exports go to the Federated Malay States, Borneo, 
Netherlands Indies and Siam, but mainly to the Malay 
States. 

This is a trade that should certainly receive more attention 
from British manufacturers, The British merchants on the 
spot would doubtless supply specimens, and would need no 
urging to stock articles of British manufacvure in preference 
to German or any other foreign-made goods. The British 
Malayan market is growing rapidly in importance, with the 
steady development of the resources of the Peninsula, and, 
before many years are over, it will be one of the best markets 
for manufactured goods east of Suez. 


—we— ie we OF 





FRANCE. 

MOTOR CARS, MACHINERY AND TRACTORS, FOOD 
PRODUCTS AND BEVERAGES.—H.M. Consul-General at 
Marseilles reports that a business man in that city desires 
to obtain the agency in the Marseilles district for a large 
United Kingdom firm of exporters of motor cars, agricultural 
machinery and tractors, food products and beverages. The 
enquirer, it is stated, has an extensive organisation of agents 
in many of the towns of France, south of Lyons, and would 
make arrangements to accept consignments of ' goods, and 
to warehouse and market them. 

(Reference No. 141. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
ixporters above.) 

MICROSCOPES, ETC.—H.M. Consul-General at Lyons 
reports that an optician in that city desires to obtain the 
representation of a United Kingdom manufacturer of 
microscopes, with a view to selling. these goods in the Lyons 
niarket instead of those of German make. 

The enquirer also offers his services as representative at 
the Lyons Fair for United Kingdom manufacturers of 


optical instruments, instruments of precision, small 
mechanical appliances, scientific toys and photographic 
outfits. 


(Reference No. 142. See Notice to Manufacturers and 
Exporters above.) 


 — 
f— 
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Customs Regulations and 


Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 


DATE OF OPERATION OF NEW INVOICE 
DECLARATION OF VALUE. 

A cable message has been received from H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner at Melbourne stating that the use of Form cf 
Declaration recently issued by the Commonwealth Customs 
Department, as to the home consumption value of goods, 
which must be printed or stamped on the invoices relating 
to all goods exported to Australia, will be strictly enforced in 
respect of goods invoiced after the 30th June next. In the 
case of non-compliance, a cash security will be required on 
the importation of the goods into the Commonwealth. 

The issues of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal” of the 35rd and 
24th January last contained, respectively, the full text of 
the new Invoice Declaration of Home Consumption Value, 
and the Combined Form of Declaration of Value and Certifi- 
cate of Origin for use in connection with goods for which pre- 
ferential treatment is claimed. 











ADDITIONS TO LISTS OF RECOGNISED 
“MINOR ARTICLES” AND ‘ MACHINE 
TOOLS.” 


The Board of Trade have received copy of the following By- 
Laws which have been issued by the Commonwealth Depart- 
ment ot Trade and Customs, authorising the importation of 
certain articles at the rates of duty leviable upon recognised 
“minor articles’ or ‘‘machine tools’ (as the case may be), 
VIZ. :— 

Machine Tools and Parts. 
By Law No. 378. 
Wire braiding machine for weaving textile covering for wire 
for electrical purposes. 

‘he rate of import duty leviable upon recognised ‘‘machine 

tovls’’ is as follows :— 
Under the British Preferential Tariff—-Free. 

Under the General Tariff—10 per cent. ed valorem. 
Minor Articles for use in the Manufacture of Goods within 
the Commonwealth. 

By Law No. 379. 

For the manufacture of Table Knives: Handles in the rough. 

The rate of duty leviable upon recognised ‘‘minor articles’’ 
is as follows :— 

Under the Briish Prefere ntial Tariff—Free. 
Under the General Tariff—5 per cent. ad valorem. 





CANADA. 


CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 

Appraisers’ Bulletin No. 1697, which has been issued by 
the Canadian Department of Customs contains decisions as 
to the classification of various articles under the Canadian 
Customs Tariff on their importation into the Dominion. 

The viamnaeie ing are the decisions contained in the Bulletin, 
viz. 





Rates of Import Duty. 





| | Under the | | Under the | Under the 
Articles. Tariff British Pre- | Intermediate General 
Item. ferential § Tariff. | Tariff. 
"Tariff. 





-_—— 


Powdered castile soap, 228 224%, ad val. 822% ad val. 324% ad val. 
*Aspirin or acetyl | 





salicylic acid ..\ 216 15% ,, (20% ,, j228% 
Buckwheat grits | | | 
Per 100 lb. 50) 35 cents 45 cents . 50 cents 
*Rough turned last 


blocks of wood ..| 502 Free Free | Free. 
Globe  autographic) 

registers or ma- 

chines, on which | 

sales or other data | 

are written by hand 

with pen or pencil | 519 20% ad val. 21% ad val. a ee %, ad val. 


*Rev ised de ‘cisions. 

Nore.-—All the above articles are subject to the “‘ War Tax” 
of 5% ad valorem under the British Preferential Tariff, and of 74% 
ad valorem under the Intermediate and General Tariffs. These 
duties are in addition to those specificd in the above stat«ment.] 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
continued. 





STANDARD OF QUALITY FOR BAKING 
POWDERS. 


The ‘Canada Gazette’’ of the 16th March contains copy of 
an Order in Council of the 8th March, 1918, specifying the 
standard of quality for baking powders. This standard is 
established in accordance with the provisions of Section 26 
of the ‘‘Adulteration Act’’ (Chapter 133 of the Revised 
Statutes of Canada), which also provides that the Order in 
Council establishing such standards shall take effect at the 
expiration of 30 days after its publication in the ‘‘Gazette.”’ 
Under this Act no person may manufacture, sell, expose, cr 
offer for sale in the Dominion any food which is adulterated 
within the meaning of the Act, and any article of food is 
so considered when its strength or purity falls below the pre- 
scribed standard, or its constituents are present in quantity 
not within the fixed limits of variability. 

The prescribed standard is as follows :— 


BaKInG PowpDERSs. 


1. Baking powder is essentially a mixture of bicarbonate 
of soda with an acid, either free or in combination with an 
acid salt, together with starch or other neutral material, and 
is intended tu be used as a leavener in baking, the leavening 
agent being the carbonic acid gas liberated by interaction 
ot the acid component with the bicarbonate of soda under 
the conditions of baking. 

2. The acid materiais employed in the manufacture of 
baking powders shall be in themselves harmless to health, 
and the compounds resultant from their interaction with 
bicarbonate of soda shall also be harmless to health. 

3. The name of the acid material employed in the manu- 
facture of baking powder shall appear upon the label of 
every brand of baking powder, and where two or more names 
are available, the name most generally understood by the 
public shall be used. 

4. Compounds containing sulphate of alumina, as a double 
salt with an alkali sulphate, shall be designated as alums; 
and shall be distinguished as potassium alum, sodium alum, 
or ammonium alum, as the case may be. 

5. Baking powder must be capable of yielding ten (10) per 
cent. of its weight of carbon dioxide on treatment as 
described and recommended in Bulletin No. 360, of the 
Department of Inland Revenue (Laboratory series). 





NEW ZEALAND. 


MEMORANDUM FOR EXPORTERS 
SHIPPERS TO NEW ZEALAND. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Office of the 
High Comissioner for New Zealand copy of a Memorandum 
for Exporters and Shippers to New Zealand, containing 
particulars of a modification of the Regulations relating 
to the granting of Preference on British goods, and of the 
recent decision of the New Zealand Government in connec- 
tion with the assessment of the value of goods subject to 
ad valorem duties on their importation into the Dominion. 

The sections of the Memorandum relating to these subjects 
are as follows:— 


PREFERENCE DUTY ON OILS. 
The following clause of the Regulations is modified by 
the proviso now appended below :— 
REGULATIONS. 


1. The classes of goods which shal] be deemed to be the produce 
oy manufacture of the British Dominions for the purposes of the 
said Act shall be the following :— 

(dq) Goods partially produced or partially manufactured in 
the British Dominions, provided that the final process 
or processes of manufacture have been performed in 
such Dominions, and also that the expenditure in mate- 
rial produced in such Dominions and [or] labour per- 
formed within such Dominions (calculated subject to the 
qualification hereunder) in each and every article is not 
less than one-fourth of the factory or works .cost of such 
article in its finished state. 

PROVIDED that the provisions of this clause as applied to 
oils not otherwise enumerated, including mineral lubri- 
cating oils in vessels capable of containing one gallon 
or more, shall be interpreted subject as nearly as possible 
to the conditions existing during the month of July, 1914. 

In view of this concession it will be necessary in respect of 
shipments of oils so affected to vary the certificate of British 
origin (forms “A” or No. 56), and this can be done by adding 
at the end of sub-clause (b) of Clause 3 of such form the words 
“computed on the basis of cost as it obtained in July, 1914.” 


ASSESSMENT OF VALUE FOR AD VALOREM DUTIES. 


The New Zealand Government have decided that claims are 
not to be made against importers in the Dominion for increased 
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duty on account of rise in price of merchandise as between the dat: 
of invoicing or order and the dat: of shipment where it is satis- 
factorily shown that the invoice price represents the genuine 
purchase price of the goods as between a buyer in New Zealand 
and an exporter. This does not apply to house to house invoices 
o: to cases where there is no real purchase as ordinarily under- 
stood. This concession is a temporary measure only owing te 
the price fluctuations which occur under present abnormal! war 
conditions. 


CERTIFICATES.—Exporters are therefore advised in any cases 
coming within the terms of the above to state the home 
consumption value at date of receipt of order. This can be done 
by way of a footnote on the invoice of the goods as follows :— 
“The home consumption value of the above-named goods on 

(the date of receipt of order for 
the goods) was £ ~ net cash.” If more convenient 
the said information may be shown by items in a separate 
column or by specifying the gross selling prices and showing 
ordinary trade and cash discounts allowed thereon. 





CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner in the Dominion, copy of a Minister’s Order (D831), 
dated 12th March, 1918, which has been issued by the 
Customs Department of New Zealand, containing decisions. 
as to the classification of various articles under the Customs 
Duties Act on their importation into the Dominion. 

The decisions are as follows :—- 








| 
' 




















| 
| Rate of Import Duty. 
| | On goods the 
produce or 
Articles. Tariff | On Foreign | manufacture 
Item. Goods. of any part of 
the British 
| Dominions. 
Articles and materials suited | 
only for, and to be used | 
solely in, the fabrication of | 
goods within the Domi- | 
nion, Viz.:— | 
Horse-cover lining of ap- | 
proved patterns, 44in. | 
in width and upwards, the | 
invoice price of which does | 
not exceed 4s. per yard .. | 482 Free Free 
Heels for boots, wooden, | 
covered with canvas or | 
celluloid and _ without | 
leather top-piece | 310 Free free 


Machinery, not otherwise 
enumerated, viz. :— 
“Enrober”’ machine for 
coating confectionery with 
chocolate; paper plaques for 

Meat saw, power, for 
splitting beef carcases 

Motor vehicles, accessories 
for, viz. :— 
Tyre-bag or covers, pecu- | 
liarly suited for the equip- | 
ment of motor cars . | 194 A 

Pots containing live plants | 
and being ordinary earthen | 
flower-pots es oe | 

Vulcanizer outfits (“ Mar- | 
vel ”’) the parts to be sepa- | 
rately classified as under: | 
Clamps, metal . 
Rubber patches .. oe 
Cardboard discs, impreg- 
nated, for generating heat 

Strainers, brass, for spray- 
pumps os - 


182 | 30% ad val. 
132 | 30% _s,, 


20% ad val 
20% 


yy a 10% 


324 Free Free 








| 
| 

83 | 30% ad val. | 20% ad val. 
3 


Free Free 
Free 


20%, ad val. 


Free 


183 30% ad val. 





| 
| | 
| 483 sO 
| 
{ 
| 





Notre.—A ‘“ primage duty ” of 1 per cent. ad valorem is levied 
on all the above goods in accordance with the “‘ Finance Act, 1915.” 
This duty is payable on importation, and is levied irrespective of 
whether the goods are otherwise liable to duty or not. : 





JAMAICA, 
PROHIBITED IMPORTATION OF HONEY. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt through the Colonial: 
Office of copy of a Proclamation, dated 22nd March, 1918,. 
prohibiting the importation of honey into the Colony. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES.— 


continued. 


EUROPE AND AFRICA. 
FRANCE. 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
‘ilice, of copy of a French Ministerial Decree, dated the 
i4th May, and published in the ‘‘Journal Officiei’’ for the 
i6th May, which abrogates the provisions of the Decree of 
the 7th August, 1916, in virtue of which tobacco (of all 
kinds) was allowed to be exported or re-exported from 
i‘rance without special authorisation when consigned to t' 
United Kingdom, British Dominions, Colonies and Pro- 
tectorates, Belgium (uninvaded territory), Japan, Russia, 
and American countries. 


ITALY. 


iXPORT OF PRECIOUS STONES PROHIBITED. 
The Italian ‘‘Gazetta Ufficiale ’’ for the 11th May contains 

















1 Royal Decree, dated the 21st April, in virtue of which the ~ 


exportation from Italy of precious stones of all kinds has 
sen prohibited with effect from the 11th May. 


NETHERLANDS. 


EXPORTATION OF RAW TOBACCO 
PROHIBITED. 

the Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
ifice, of telegraphic information from H.M. Minister at 
“he Hague to the effect that the exportation of raw tobacco 
from the Netherlands has again been prohibited. 

'Note.—The exportation of raw tobacco was first prohibited 
m the Ist April, 1917; but the prohibition has been 
suspended since the 4th July, 1917.} 


PORTUGAL.” 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


With reference to the notice at page 554 of the ‘‘Board 
i Trade Journal’ for the 2nd May respecting the recent 
Portuguese Decree establishing the basis for the payment of 
Portuguese Customs duties, the Board of Trade are now in 
receipt, through the Foreign Office, of copy and summary 
translation of the Decree, which is dated 18th April and 
numbered No, 4133. 

The complete (Portuguese) text of the Decree, with an 
explanatory introductory memorandum (also in Portuguese), 
as printed in the ‘Diario do Governo”’ on the 24th April, 
may be seen by British traders interested at the Department 
of Overseas Trade, and a translation of the more important 
Articles of the Decree, with an indication of the subject 
niatter of the less impertant Articles, is given below. The 
effect of the Decree, as expressed in Articles 1 and 5, and 
explained in the introductory memorandum, appears to be 
that for the purposes of converting into sterling the amount 
of any duties payable, there shall be used a rate of exchange 
higher than the actual rate of the day (in pence per escudo) 
by 40 per cent., so long as that increase does not vield a 
rate higher than the gold par, 531d. per escudo. 7.¢., so long 
us the rate of the day does not rise above 38,5 d. :— 

Article 1.—As from the 1st May, the Customs duties on 
suported goods shall be paid in gold or in currency as follows :— 


(1) When the exchange on London is at 298 pence to the 
escudo, 50 per cent. of the duties shall be converted 
into gold at that rate, and the remaining 50 per cent. at 
the par rate of 4 escudos 50 centavos ($4.50) per pound 
sterling. 

(2) As the rate of exchange improves, the percentage first 
mentioned shall be reduced, and the second correspond- 
ingly raised, up to the limit of 100, in such a way as 
to secure that the amount of duty, expressed in goid, 
shall be increased to an extent proportional to the 
improvement of the exchange. Should the exchange 
become worse, a corresponding result will be obtained 
by the increase of the first-mentioned percentage and 
the reduction of the second. 


(5) As soon as the rate of 33 3-32 pence is exceeded. the 
duties shall be. in their entirety. converted into gold at 
the par exchange of 4 escudos 50 centavos ($4.50) per 
pound sterling. the same increase being maintained and 
the excess having to be paid in currency. 

Article ?.—Custom duties shall be paid bv means of gold- 
warrants (“* qvias-ouro’’) specially issued for the purpose by the 
Bank of Portucal or other duly authorised banks or bankers. 

Article 3.—The gold-warrants (a specimen of which is annexed 
‘o the Decree) shall bear a serial number, date, amount, name 
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of the issuing bank, and signature of the person represeiiting 
that bank. ‘This warrant is given in exchange for the note 
o: Customs verification of duties, or may be obtained on 4 
request from the importer. 

Article 4.-—-The Customs note referred to above (a specimen 
of which is also annexed to the Decree) shall mention the seria) 
number, the number of the clearance papers, the name of the 
Customs house concerned, date, official exchange, amount of 
duties charged in accordance with the Customs Tariff in force, 
their conversion into gold in conformity with the terms of this 
Decree, and the signature of the official issuing the said Customs 
note. 

Article 5.—In filling up the clearance papers and until the 
contingency provided for in clause (3) of Article 1 has taken 
place, the conversion of duties intu gold (pounds sterling) shall 
be calculated by multiplying the amount of the duties {in 
escudos) by the rate of exchange (in pence) and then by seven, 
and dividing the product by 1,20. 

Artwle 6.—As long as the official converting rate of exchange 
prevails, gold warrants shall be accepted by the Customs as pay- 
ment for the duties indicated by the clearance papers, and they 
shall be handed over to the Bank of Portugal, together with a 
note indicating the amount of duties charged in currency and 
the corresponding amount in gold. 

Articles 7, 8, 9 and 1) deal respectively with the procedure 
for redeeming the gold warrants; with goods removed from the 
Customs on depositing the duty; with clearances settled by bills 
of exchange; and with the payment of duties amounting to small 
sums. 

Article 11.—Goods, the produce of the Island of Madeira, the 
Azores and the Portuguese Colonies, as well as wheat, rice, and 
dried cod-fish, are excepted from the payment of duties in gold 

The provisions of this Decree do not affect contracts entered 
into with the State nor the refund of duties due to the 
Tobacco Company of Portugal for the importation of foreien 
tobacco, which shall continue as if the duties were paid in 
currency without any other increase. 

Articles 12, 13, 14. 15 and 16 dea! with penalties: duties on 
confiscated and unclaimed goods when sold; drawbacks on raw 
material imported ; refund of duties unduly demanded; and the 
procedure to be followed by the Bank of Portugal in connection 
with the provisions contained in Article 6. 








TARIFF TREATMENT OF PAPER 
TELEGRAPHIC APPARATUS. 


] 


FOR 


The “Diario do Governo”’ for the 4th May contains a 
Decree (No. 4,201), dated the 27th April, which amends 
No. 513 of the Portuguese Customs Tariff, to read as 
iollows : — 

Rate of 
import duty. 

Printing paper, common (erdinary newspaper 


paper), albumenized paper, paper for 
lithographing (so-called ‘‘couché’’), sensi- 


tised paper for photography, and paper in 
strips or ribbons, perforated or not, for 
exclusive use in telegraphie apparatus...... 2°5 centaves 
per kilog. 
| Note.—The words in italics represent the addition to the 
text of the Tariff heading effected by the Decree. The rate 
of duty is unaltered. | 








MOROCCO (French Zone.) 


EXPORT OF HIDES AND LEATHER 
PROHIBITED. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information from H.M. Minister at Tangier to the 
effect that, by an Order of the Resident General as Com- 
mander-in-Chief dated the 12th April. and published in the 
‘Bulletin Officiel’’ for the 22nd April, the exportation and 
re-cxportation, from the French Zone in Morocco of all raw 
hides (green, salted, or dried), or leather, tanned or pre- 
pared, of oxen, cows, calves or bulls, has been prohibited. 


ASIA. _ 


CHINA. 
(Leased Territory of Kwanturg). 


CONTROL OF MORPHINE AND COCAINE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information from H.M. Ambassador at Tokyo to the 
effect that an Ordinance of the Kwvantung Government- 
General (No. 3 of 1918). dated the 17th January. has heen 
issued amending the Ordinance No. 5 of 1915 relating to the 
control of morphine and cocaine in the leased territory of 
the Kwantung Province. 




















918 


= 


iting 
note 
Un wy 


clmen 
seria] 
I the 
it of 
force, 
' this 
sLoms 


| the 
aken 
shall 
; (In 
Ven, 


ange 
pay. 
they 
ith a 


and 


dure 
| the 
bills 


mail] 


the 
and 
rt Id 
ered 
the 
elon 
| in 


5 On 
raw 

the 
tion 


mn 
he 








May 0, 1918 THE BOARD OF 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES.— 


continued. 





The Ordinance, as modified, provides, inter alia, that :— 

All persons are forbidden to have in their possession, with- 
gut just cause, morphine, cocaine, or the instruments used 
‘or their injection. 

The manufacture of morphine and cocaine is to be carried 
out only by permission of the Police Authorities. 

Persons may not sell cocaine, morphine, or the instruments 
for their injection save on the production of a sealed certifi- 
eate of purchase certified by the Police Authorities. (This 
does not apply when morphine or cocaine is dispensed to a 
person specified in the prescription of a doctor.) 

Licensed dispensers who, being also dealers in drugs, desire 
to import morphine or cocaine or the instruments used in 
their injection, shall report in advance to the Police Authort- 
ties having jurisdiction the names of the articles to be im- 
ported, the quantity, the purpose of importation, the manu- 
facturer, the place of origin, the consignor, and the method 
and route of transport, and obtain the permission of the said 
Authorities to their importation. 

Within 24 hours after the arrival of the said articles notice 
to that effect shall be given to the Police Authorities having 
jurisdiction, and the seal of inspection of the latter shall be 
attached to the articles. 

Licensed dispensers who are not also dealers in drugs may 
not import morphia or cocaine or the instruments used in 
their injection. 





LATIN AMERICA. 





ARGENTINA, 
PRESENTATION OF BILLS OF LADING. 


With reference to the notice at p. 629 of the ‘‘Board ol 
Yrade Journal” for the 26th August, 1915, respecting the 
presentation of Bills of Lading in connection with the 
clearance of imported goods into the Argentine Republic, 
the Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of a statement which has been furnished by the 
Argentine Government to H.M. Minister at Buenos Aires, 
show ing the present position with regard thereto. 

it is pointed out that in the ordinary course the Bill of 
lading must be presented with the document making the 
Customs declaration of imported goods. This declaration 
must be made within eight days of the arrival of the carry- 
ing vessel, under penalty of a fine equal to 2 per cent. of 
the value of the goods concerned [Article 929 of the Argentine 
Customs regulations]. 

Owing to the delays connected with shipping arising from 
the war, the Argentine Executive has authorised several 
measures with a view to exempting importers from the pay- 
ment of the fine if certain requirements are complied with 
when tne Bill of Lading is not forthcoming. These measures 
are aS follows :— 

\.—“‘Applications fer 30 days.’’—In cases where an im- 
porter knows that a vessel has arrived with his goods, but 
he has not received a Bill of Lading for the same, he may, 
iu order to avoid being fined, apply for leave to declare the 
zoods and present the Bill of Lading within 30 days. If at 
the end of 30 days the Bill of Lading is not produced, the 
declaration is ipso facto cancelled, and the goods cannot be 
iemoved from the Customs house. The importer can, how- 
ever, then have recourse to the following procedure, viz., 

8.---A pplications for guarantecs.—An importer can apply 
‘or permission to clear his goods, giving another importer 
of recognised standing or a bank as a guarantec, or deposit 
in the Bank of the Nation to the order of the Customs House 
a suum equal to the value of the goods; at the same time hv 
must give an undertaking to produce the Bill of Lading 
within 90 days, which term can be prolonged by the Customs 
authorities at its expiry. When the application has been 
crarnted, the importer is entitled to remove his goods from 
the Customs house. 

A third method of avoiding payment of the fine is :—- 

C.—Opening correspondence at Custom House.—The 
envelope containing the Bill of Lading must be opened by 
the Secretary to the Custem House, and a statement be 
drawn up showing the date on which the document arrived, 
as proved by the postmark affixed by the Argentine Post 
Office. The Bill of Lading must in this case be presented 
within 8 days of the delivery of the letter in which it was 
contained. In the event of the Bill of Lading going to a 
Bank and the goods being consigned to order, the Customs 
wil] accept a certificate signed by the bank manager stating 
the date on which the document was received. The Bill of 
Lading must then be presented to the Custom House within 
3 days of its delivery by the Post Office to the bank. 
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EXPORT SECTION. 





LICENCES TO EXPORT 


CERTAIN TOOLS. 


The Director of the War Trade Department gives notice 
that applications for licences to export tools of the following 
kinds can only be considered if they are accompanied by : 


certificate issued by the Director of 
(D.C.1.T.) in support of them. 


Army Contracts 
The manufacture of the 


tools should not be begun until the certificate has béen 


obtained : — 

Adzes. 

Anvils. 

Augers. 

Axes. 

Awls. 

Bars, miners, pinching and 
similar bars. 

Braces and -bits. 

Chisels. 

Choppers. 

Cleavers. 

Cramps 

Crowbars. 

Drilling posts. 

Forks, agricultural, road- 
making, stone and similar 
forks. 

Gimlets. 

Gouges. 

Hammers (hand varieties). 

Hatchets. 

Hoes. 

Hooks, bill, pruning, reaping 
and similar hooks. 

Knives, carpenters’, coop- 
ers’, farriers’, glaziers’, 
painters’, saddlers’, and 
shoemakers’. 

Matchets, 

Mattocks. 

Nail-pullers. 

Nippers. 

Oilstones. 

Pencils, carpenters’. 


Picks and pickaxes. 

Pincers. 

Pipe-cutters. 

Vlanes, wood and iron. 

Pliers. 

takes. 

Rules, 
smiths’. 

Saws, hand, cross-cut, frame 
and pit. 

Serapers, mud, 
similar scrapers, 

Screwdrivers (or turnscrews). 

Scythes, 

Shaves, 
dlers’. 

Shears and snips, tinman’s. 

Shovels (all varieties except 
domestic fire shovels). 

Sickles. 

Spades (all varieties). 

Spanners (all varieties). 

Spirit-levels. 

Spokeshaves. 

Squares, carpenters’, fitters’, 
and smiths’. 

Tongs, farriers’ and smiths’. 

Trowels, 

Vices. 

Wedges, woodsplitting and 
similar wedges. 

Wire-cutters. 

Wrenches (except tap 
wrenches). 


carpenters’ and 


road, and 


coopers’ and _ sad- 


Applications for certificates should be made to the Director 
of Army Contracts (D.C.1.T.), Imperial House, Tothill Street, 
Westminster, S.W. 1, from whom the appropriate forms can 


be obtained. 


In filling up the forms the authority under 


which the material has been, or will be, obtained should be 


stated. 


In respect of the following items firms should also state 
whether the Tools are to be exported with handles, and, if 
so, whether the handles exceed 24 inches in length :— 


Adzes. 

A xes. 

Choppers. 

Cleavers. 

Forks. 

Hammers (hand varicties). 
Hatchets. 

Hoes. 


Hooks. 

Mattocks. 

Picks and pickaxes. 
Rakes. 

Scrapers, road, mud, etc. 
Shovels. 

Spades. 


If tools of these kinds are to be exported with handles 
exceeding 24 inches in length, it should be stated whether 


the handles were fitted prior to 7th February, 1918. 


If the 


handles were fitted prior to that date, a declaration in the 
form given below should accompany the certificate by the 
Director of Army Contracts when the application for an 
export licence 1s submitted to the War Trade Department. 

In all cases in which tools have been manufactured under 
a Priority Certificate or under a Ration Permit Number, 
the appropriate reference number should be quoted on the 
application to the War Trade Department. 


DECLARATION. 
_ Ree eT ee sos cescecce-+ccocecceces mOPOny Certify that t). 
sanaisitiasiceiainkasice cpuidtaiAbadiiadibeie sng TENE iss nceunddadeanbiaiabiite ss 
is 5 icin cicmeiitmnaidiiel Se er ee and 


manufactured by my firm were fitted to the Tools prior to 


‘th February, 1918. 


EERE mere rr ee 


*s*"  @* *@*@8808080986°" 





CHINA GREEN TEA FOR MOROCCO. 
The Director of the War Trade Department notifies thai 


the concession in regard to the transhipment in the United 
Kingdom of the 1917-1918 crop of China green tea destined 
for Morocco, to which reference was made in the ‘Board 
of Trade Journal’’ of 8th November, 1917, and 7th March, 
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1918, is extended io all consignments shipped from China 
on Bills of Lading, dated not later than 30th November next, 
provided the total amount shipped does not exceed the 
quantity previously allowed, namely, 11,500 tons of 40 c. feet 
for the whole season. 

In view of the situation in regard to tonnage from the 
Far East, it will not be possible to make any further con- 
cessions, either in regard to the 1917-1918 crop or the new 


season’s (1918-1919) crop. 


- 


APPROVED CONSIGNEES IN CHINA AND SIAM. 


The Foreign Trade Department of the Foreign Office 
announces the following additions to and corrections in the 
lists of persons and bodies of persons to whom articles to be 
exported to China and Siam may be consigned : — 


CuInA—ADDITIONS. 
American Food Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (The), Shanghai. 
Amos Bird Co. (Inc.), The, Shanghai. 
Canton Drug Co., Canton. — 
Crosthwaite, P. A., Shanghai. 
Mathew (M.) and Sons, Shanghai. 
Shanghai Brush Co., The, Shanghai. 
Sloane, Messrs. W. and J., Canton. 
Wheeler, Stanley J., Shanghai. 
Yuen Fong, Hankow. 
Cu1ina—CoRRECTIONS. 
Abdoolally, Ebrahim and Co., Shanghai, should read 
Abdoolally, Ebrahim and Co., Shanghai and Canton. 
Marques, Chang and Pereira and Co., should read 
Martinho Marques and Co., C.A., Shanghai. 
Mitsubishi Goshi Kaiaha Banking Dept. should read — 
Mitsubishi Goshi Kaisha Banking Dept., Shanghai. 


S1aM—CORRECTIONS. 
Hotchand Voschandass and Co., should read 
Hotchand Vishandass and Co., Bangkok. 
Maw Kim City Dispensary should read 
Maw Kim (City Dispensary), Bangkok. 








STATUTORY LIST. 


AMENDMENTS TO LIST OF FIRMS IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES WITH WHOM TRADING IS 
PROHIBITED. 


An Order of Council, dated 24th May, amends in the 
following respects the Statutory List of persons and bodies 
of persons with whom trading is prohibited :— 


SCHEDULE. 
ADDITIONS TO LIST. 
MEXIco. 


Aguirre Hermanos, San Blas. 

Aguirre, D. G. Sucs., San Blas, Tepic, Mazatlan. 
Alonzo Valentin and Co., Puebla. 

Am Grocery Co., Mexico City. 

Andai Antonio, Torreon. 

Arndt, C., Relojeria Alemana, Mazatlan. 
Austin, Carlos, Merida. 

Bernal, N.M., Nogales. 

Bender, Otto, Miramar. 

Blanc, Herman, Guadalajara. 

Brandt, John von, Nuevo Laredo. | 
Bruggerhoff, Carlos, San Luis, Potosi. 
Burgmeister, Gustavo, Mazatlan. 
Cederbourg, J., Merceria Alemana, Mazatlan. 
Cuervo, Jose y Cia, Guadalajara. 

Danner, J. G., Mexico City. 

Deeg, Carlos, Mexico City. 

Degener, Hans, Saltillo. 

Degener, Hermanos, Saltillo. 

Delius, Maz., San Blas. 

Dobler, Max, Acaponeta, Nayarit. 

Eppstein, Martin, Mazatlan and Nogales. 
Escobedo, J. M., Mexico City. 

Exportadora Mexicana, La Compania, Mexico City. 
Fabrica Papel Loreto, Mexico City. 

Feist, Pablo, Mexico City. 

Felix, Ernesto, La Francesa, Cananea. 
Franceca, La, Cananea and Guaymas. 

Gaitan, Juan, Mexico City. 

Gallo, El Hardware Store of Max, Oaxaca. 
Gangoiti, E., San Blas and Tepic. 

Gangoiti. G., San Blas and Tepic. 

Gomez, Fernando C.. El Telegraphe, Saltillo. 
Gonzalez, Evaristo, Saltillo. 

Grappengeisser and Behringer, Villa Hermosa. 
Greise, Federico, Nuevo Laredo and Mexico City. 
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Guerdiola, Saltillo. 

Guilbot, A., Mazatlan. 

Hess, Edward, Tepijulapa. 

Holm, Alberto, Oaxaca. 

Internacional, La (Nothol Erico), Torreon. 

Jordana, Antonio, Torreon. 

Laredo, Pamfilo, Saltillo. 

Laubens Grocery Co., Mexico City. 

Lehmann, Marcus, Guaymas. 

Maisterrena y Hijos, Tepic and San Blas. 

Martino, Antonio, Mexico City. 

Milan, Joaquin, Mazatlan. 

Miranda, F.M., Mazatlan. 

Navegacion del Pacificio Cia, Mazatlan. 

Negociation Commercial Nacional, Torreon and Mexico City 

Osuna, Ignacio G., Mazatlan. 

Regeneracion, La Newspaper, Saltillo. 

Relojeria Alemana Arndt C., Mazatlan. 

Reyes, Jose, Saltillo. 

Ritter, Frederico and Co., Mexico City. 

Riva, Feliciano de la. Saltillo. 

Rohde, Carlos, Hermosillo. 

Rubio, Francisco G., Mexico City. 

Ruis, E. R., Tampico. 

Sask, Hans, Mazatlan 

Sanchez and Co., Jose. Mazatlan. 

Schmal, W. F., Ciudad Juarez Chihuahua. 

Schmele Hermanos, Mexico. 

Schaumann, Henry, Merida. 

Stettner, Mauricio, Mexico City and Guadalajara. 

Tamaulipeca de Telefonos Companis, Tampico. 

Ubaid y Badin, Torreon. 

Ubaid, Joaquin, Torreon and Vera Cruz. 

Vargas, A. Sucs., Mexico City. 

Weebe, P., Guaymas. 

Ygaza, P. de, San Blas and Tepic. 
Urvevay. 


Arboleya, A. Fernandez, Montevideo. 
Brague, Augustin, Montevideo. 
Carballo, Juan N., Montevideo. 

‘‘ Debate, El,’’ Montevideo. 
Gieschen, Tebdoro, Montevideo. 
Herchmann, Ignacio, Montevideo. 
Industria Quimica Argentina S./A., Montevideo. 
Loriente, Juan F., Montevideo, | 
Moreno, Daniel. 

Osten, Cornelio, Montevideo. 
Panaro, Antonio, Montevideo. 
Peluffo, Esteban, Montevideo. 
Raedler, Bernardo, Montevideo. 
Rein and Company. Montevideo. 
Rey, Luis, Montevideo. 

Servos, Isidoro, Montevideo. 


Note (1).—All persons or firms resident, carrying op | 


business or being in the United Kingdom are prohibited from 
having, with any person or firm mentioned in this List, or 
in any List issued under the Trading with the Enemy 
(Statutory List) Proclamation, any dealings other than suc, 
as are expressly authorised by paragraph 5 of the Proclaia- 
tion. A List (The Consolidated List, No. 51a) consolidating 
all previous Lists, up to and including the 5th April, 1918, 
together with List No. 52 of 19th April, List No. 53 of 
3rd May, List No. 54 of 17th May, and the List herewith 
annexed, contains all the names which up to this date are 
included in the Statutory List. 

Additions to and variations in these Lists will be published 
at intervals of, approximately, two weeks. 

The Lists are published in the ‘‘London Gazette’? and 


in the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal,’”’ and separate copies of ali 


Lists may be obtained at a smali cost from the Superinten- 
dent of Publications, His Majesty’s Stationery Office, 
Imperial House, Kingsway, W.C. 

Note (2).—Where a person or firm mentioned in the List 


has more than one address in the country, or group of 


countries under which the name of the person or firm 
appears, all dealings in that country, or in any country in 
the group, with such person or firm are prohibited, even in 
cases where one only of the addresses or one only of the 
countries is specifically mentioned. 

Note (3).—Trading is prohibited under the Trading with 
the Enemy Proclamations of 25th June, and 10th November; 
1915, with any person or firm of enemy nationality resident 
or carrying on business in China, Siam, Persia, Morocco, 
Liberia, or Portuguese East Africa. Persons or firms in the 
United Kingdom are therefore prohibited from trading with 
any person or firm of enemy nationality in any of those 
countries, even though such person or firm is not mentioned 
by name in the Statutory List. 

Note (4).—In order to minimise as far as possible anv 
inconvenience which may be caused to British traders by the 


dislocation of export trade owing to the inclusion in the- 
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Statutory List of a former connection, the Foreign Trade 
Department is collecting and classifying the names of non- 
enemy firms who may be able to act as substitutes for firms 
mentioned in the Statutory List. A considerable amount 
of information is already available at the Foreign Trade 
Department, and it is in many cases possible to suggest the 
names of satisfactory substitutes for individual firms on the 
Lists, without the necessity of referring the matter abroad. 
The Department is, however, prepared on application to 
enquire of His Majesty’s Representatives abroad for the 
names of suitable substitutes. When the applicant wishes 
this done by telegraph he is required to undertake to pay 
the cost of telegraphic correspondence. It would greatly 
facilitate the work of the Foreign Trade Department if 
applicants in making enquiries would specify the particular 
trade or trades for which substitutes are required. General 
enquiries for new connections abroad should be addressed 
te the Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 

Note (5).—The Statutory List for each country is tele- 
graphed, on the day of issue, to His Majesty’s Representative 
in that country, who is instructed to notify accordingly 
British Consular Officers, to whom persons abroad should 
apply for information as to names on the List. Persons and 
firms in the United Kingdom with agencies or branches 
abroad would, however, be well advised to furnish such 
agencies or branches with issues of the List as they appear. 
The names on the Lists for all countries in Central or South 


America are also notified to His Majesty’s Ambassador at 


Washington, who transmits them to H.M. Consul-Geieral at 
New York and to other centres in the United States likely to 
be interested. 

Note (6).—It is not unusual for firms in Holland and the 
Netherland East Indies to be registered under names com- 
mencing with descriptive terms such as ‘‘Handel Maat- 
schappy”’ (Trading Company) or ‘‘Naamlooze Venootschap”’ 
(Limited Liability Company). In such cases it has been 
found more convenient to publish the firm under its proper 
name, followed by the general descriptive term ‘Handel 
Maatschappy” or ‘‘Naamlooze Venootschap” (N.V.) as in 
the case of an English company. For instance, Handel Maat- 
schappy van den Berg and Company, and Naamlooze 
Venootschap de Komeet v/h Dumonceau Freres will be 
found under “Berg’”’ and ‘‘Komeet”’ respectively, and not 
under ‘‘ Handel ” or ‘‘ Naamlooze.”’ 


TEXTILE SECTION. 
JUTE GOODS (PRICES) No. 2 ORDER. 


In pursuance of the powers conferred on them by the 
Defence of the Realm Regulations, the Army Council have 
issued the following Order, dated 18th May :— . 

1.—No person shall sell for use within the United King- 
dom any yarns or goods of any description having been pro- 
duced by him wholly from jute at prices exceeding the 
prices set out in the Schedule hereto annexed, or such other 

rices as in any particular case may be allowed by or on 
behalf of the Director of Raw Materials. 

2.—No person shall sell for use within the United King- 
dom any yarns or goods of the description aforesaid not 
having been produced by him at prices exceeding by more 
than 5 per cent. the prices set out in the Schedule hereto 
annexed or such other prices as in any particular case may 
be allowed by or on behalf of the Director of Raw Materials ; 
provided that on any sale by any such person of any yarns 
or goods of the description aforesaid not exceeding £100 in 
value the selling price may exceed by 10 per cent. and no 
more, the producers’ sale prices thereof as determined in 
accordance with Clause 1 of this order; and provided further 
that nothing contained in this clause shall be deemed to 
refer to any sale by any such person of any yarns or goods 
of the description aforesaid not exceeding £25 in value. 

3.—No person shall sell for use within the United Kingdom 
any yarns or goods of any description produced wholly from 
Jute otherwise than upon the terms that any such sale shall 
be varied so as to accord with such regulations as to price 
as the Army Council may by order make from time to time 
prior to the delivery of the goods so sold. 

4.—The Jute Goods (Prices) Order, 1918, and the Jute 
Goods (Prices) Permit, 1918, are hereby cancelled. 

5.—This Order may be cited as the Jute Goods (Prices) 
No. 2 Order, 1918. 

List or Maximum PRicEs. 
Jute Yarn. 

Common 8 lb. cops, 6s. 4d. per sple. 
8 lb. Medium Spools, 6s. 6d. per sple. 

73 Ib. to be 4d. per Ib. more than 8 Ib. 

7 Ib. to he 3d. per Ib. more than 8 Ib. 
Rio 8 Th. Warn, 7s. 6d. per sple. 
Rio 8 lb. Weft, 7s. 5d. ver sple. 
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Rio 7 lb. Warp, 6s. 10d. per sple. 
Rio 7 lb. Weft, 6s. 9d. per sple. 
8 lb. Sacking Chains, 93d. per lb. 
24 lb. Sacking Weft, 8?d. per Ib. 
24 lb. Dutch Weft, 8d. per lb. 
10 lb. Fine Dutch Weft, 93d. per lb. ‘ 
12 lb Fine Dutch Weft, 91d. per lb. 
14 lb. Fine Dutch Weft, 94d. per Ib. 
12 lb. and up, Carpet Warp, 93d. per Ib. 
Twist, for actual use in Carpet trade, 6 lb. and up, id. 
per lb. extra. 
Twist ordinary (3 turns per inch) :— 
2 ply, 2d. per Ib. extra. 
3 ply and up, ;°-d. per lb. extra. 
If over 3 turns per inch to be charged extra in proportion. 
Special Fine Yarns, Standard Quality. 
3 lb., 8s. per sple. ; 33 Ib., 8s. per sple. ; 4 lb., 8s. per sple. ; 
D |lb., 8s. 4d. per sple.; 6 Ib., Ss. 8d. per sple. 
Heavy Jute Yarn. 
48 lb. Rove, £77 5s. to £79 5s. per ton, according to quality. 
72-84 lb. Rove, £76 5s. to £78 5s. per ton, according to 


quality. 

90-96 lb. Rove, £75 5s. to £77 5s. per ton, accerding to 
quality. 

120 Ib. Rove, £74 15s. to £76 15s. per ton, according to 
quality. 


Up to 180 lb., £73 15s. to £75 15s. per ton (when batch 

same range as 126 Ib.). 

200-300 Ib. common quality, £61 10s. per ton. 

180 lb, out of this quality, £62 per ton 

Twisting, etc., 48 lb. and upwards. 
Twisting. 

2 ply, £4 per ton. 

3 ply, £3 10s. per ton. 

4 ply and up, £2 10s. per ton. 

Jute Yarn, 

Balling in 14-28 lb. balls. £1 12s. 6d. per ton. 

Smaller balls extra according to size. . 

Tubing, £1 7s. 6d. per ton. 

Packing (gross weight charged), 10s. per ton extra. 

Jute Cloth-—Ilessians. 

Standard 103 oz. 40 in. 11 por. Hessian 83d. per yd. 
Rising ;id. per half oz. up to 11 oz. thereafter 3d. 

per half oz. 

40 in. 105 oz. 11 porter, Standard, 83d. per yd. 

40 in. 10 oz. porter, 12 shots, 8d. per yard. 

40 in. 93 oz. 10 porter, 1134 shots, 7 §;d. per yd. 

40 in. 9 oz. 10 porter, 11 shots, 7;4d. per yd. 

40 in. 83 oz. 9-10 porter, 11-10 shots, 7d. per yd. 

40 in. 8 oz. 9 porter, 10 shots, 6;4,d. per yd. 

40 in. 73 oz, 8} porter. 9 shots, 6;4d. per yd. 

40 in. 7 oz. 8 porter, 84 shots, 6d. per yd. 

40 in. 63 oz. 73 porter. 8 shots, 5;d. per yd. 

40 in. 6 oz. 7 porter, 7} shots, 5;4,d. per yd. 

Alterations on the standard counts of above to be at the 

following rate :— 
sd. for a porter. 
;7d. for a shot. 

Proportion.—Over proportion for 

per inch under 40 in. 

Patent Selvedge.— ;;d. per yd. on narrow width. 

Tarpauling. 

11 por. 20 oz, 45 in., 13 shots Warps calculated at 103d. 

per lb. 

15 94-12d. per yd. with Hessian Weft. 

15 7-12d. per yd. with fine Dutch Weft. 

Rising 4-12d. per half oz. 
Falling 3}-12d. per half oz. 
14 por. 18 oz. 36 in., 15 shots. made with Rio Warp and 
medium spool quality weft, 153d. per yd. 
Rising 2d. per half oz. 
Failing 4d. per half oz. to 16 oz. 
D. W. Bagging. 

7 por. 16 oz. 36 in., 9 shots, 11 53-12d. per yd. 
Rising—63-12d. per oz. to 19 oz. and 2d. per oz. above. 
Falling 63-12d, per oz. to 11 oz. 

If 10 shots, ;;d. per sq. yd. extra. 

T willed Sacking. 
7 por. 16 oz. 36 in., 9 shots, 113d. per yd. 
Rising—6}-12d. per oz. to 20 oz. and 8d. per oz. above. 
Faliing—id. per oz. to 13 oz. 
7 por. 11 oz. 36 in., 9 shots, 93d. per yd. 
Rising—&d. per oz. to 13 oz. 
If 10 shots ;-d. per sq. yd. extra. 

8 por. 16 oz. 27 in., 9 shots, 11 53-12d. per yd. 
Rising—6}-12d. per oz. to 18 oz. and 8d. per oz. above. 

. ae per oz. to 14 oz. and 53-12d. per oz. 

elow. 


narrow widths, ~;d- 
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8 por, 14 oz. 22 in., 9 shots, 10 24-12d. per yd. 
Rising—6}-12d. per oz. to 16 oz. 
Falling—6}-12d. per oz. to 12 oz. 
10 por. 20 oz. 28 in., 11 shots (ordinary quality warps 
calculated at 104d. per lb.), 14,°;d. per yd. 
Rising— ;°.d. per oz. to 24 oz. and §d, per oz. above. 
Fallung—id. per oz. to 16 oz., and 7;d. per oz. below. 
10 por. 14 oz. 22 in., 11 shots (ordinary quality warps cal- 
culated at 103d. per lb.), 113d. per yd. 
Rising—6}-12d. per oz. to 16 oz. 
Falling—6}-12d. per oz. to 12 oz. 
12 por. 20 oz. 28 in., 12 shots (Fine quality with Rio warp), 
15i3d. per yd. 
Rising—+,d. per oz. to 24 oz. and 3d. per oz. above. 
Falling—,d. per oz. to 18 oz. and 3d. per oz. below. 


Wide Brattice Cloth. 


Above 72 in. to 84 in., 74d. per sq. yd. extra. 

Over 84 in. to 96 in., 2d. per sq. yd. extra. 

Over 96 in., 3d. per sq. yd. extra. 

All made up in pieces delivered free in Dundee, less 3 per 
cent. discount, Dundee terms. 
per lineal yard to be allowed. 

CroppinG.—Prices are calculated uncropped. Cropping to 
be charged at the Associated Calenderers’ tariff rates, plus 
12 per cent. on value of cloth for waste. 

When finishing allowed, allowances to be at Associated 
Calenderers’ tariff rates. 

Mangling, Packing, Sewing, Stamping, etc., to be charged 
at the Associated Calenderers’ tariff rates. 


FOOD ORDERS. 
USE OF MILK (LICENSING) ORDER. 


PROHIBITION OF USE IN MANUFACTURE. 

This Order prohibits any person after 17th June from 
using any milk, skimmed milk, separated milk, dried milk, 
condensed milk, butter milk or milk preparation in the manu- 
facture for sale of any chocolate, sugar, confectionery or 
other sweetmeats, or for any other manufacturing purpose 
except the manufacture of articles intended for human con- 
sumption, unless he shall have previously obtained a licence 
from the Ministry of Food. 

The Order also prohibits any person after the same date 
making for sale any condensed milk, dried milk, milk pre- 
paration, butter, cheese or margarine except under a licence 
previously obtained from the Ministry of Food, but no licence 
will be required for the making of butter or cheese by a 
farmer or other producer on the farm where the milk is 
produced. The Order further prohibits any person after 
17th June from selling or offering or exposing for sale as 
milk or under any description of which the word ‘“‘milk’’ forms 
a part, any liquid in the making of which dried milk or 
condensed milk has been used unless he shall have previously 
obtained a licence from the Ministry of Food. 

Applications for licences shoul: be addressed to the Secre- 
tary, Milk Section, Ministry of Food, London County Hall, 
Westminster Bridge Road, London, S.E. 1. 

The Order is dated 21st May. 











THE COCOA BUTTER (REQUISITION) ORDER. 


An Order, dated 21st May, requires producers of cocoa 
butter from cocoa beans to place at the disposal of the Food 
Controller stocks of such butter held at the close of business 
on 29th June, and all future output. Persons owning or 
having power to sell or dispose of cocoa butter arriving in 
the United Kingdom after the date mentioned are also re- 
quired to place the same at the disposal of the Food Con- 
troller. When required, records are to be furnished, showing 
the amount and quality of cocoa butter manufactured, afloat 
and shipped or consigned or purchased for shipment in any 
period or on any specified date. 


SUGAR (RESTRICTION) ORDER. 


A further Order has been issued restricting the use of sugar 
during the year beginning Ist June, 1918, by manufacturers 
other than the makers of jam, condensed milk, and beer, to 
certain fixed percentages of the sugar used by them in the 
corresponding periods of 1915. The total quantity of sugar 
which may be used during the whole year ending 3lst May, 
1919, is 25 per cent. of the quantity used in 1915. 

The Order further provides that all persons to whom its 
provisions apply shall keep a register showing in respect of 
each quarter, commencing with the quarter beginning on Ist 
June, 1918, the quantity of sugar in stock at the beginning 
of the quarter, the quantity of sugar delivered 
during the quarter, the quantity used during the quarter in 
respect of each class of manufacture conducted by the manu- 
facturer concerned, and the quantity held at the close of the 
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quarter. The register must be produced on demand to any 
person authorised by the Food Controller or by a Food Con- 
trol Committee, together with such documents as may be 
necessary for checking the entries in the register. The form 
in which the return must be kept is given in the Schedule to 
the Order, and it is expedient, therefore, that every manu- 
facturer concerned should secure a copy of the Order which 
may be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, 
W.C. 2, or through any Stationer. 





MISCELLANEOUS ORDERS. 
Fruit ror JAM MAKING. 

The prices of fruit for jam-making will be announced as 

soon as they have been fixed, 
AMENDMENT OF F1sH (Prices) OrpeER, No. 2. 

An Order has been issued amending the Fish (Prices) 
Order, No. 2, under which the principal Order is made to 
apply to Ireland. The new Order, which came into force on 


the 27th May, also brings about the general reduction in 
prices. 





Other Orders issued by the Ministry of Food are the fol- 
lowing :— 

Order amending the Damaged Grain, Seeds and Pulse 
(Prices) Order, 1917, dated 10th May. 

Order amending the Horse and Poultry Mixtures Order, 
1917, dated 13th May. 

The Potatoes (Restriction of Wholesale Dealers) Order, 
dated 22nd May. 

The Early Potatoes (Prices) Order, dated 21st May. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE. 
THE UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 
(SUPPLEMENTARY) REGULATIONS, 1918. 


Whereas by Section 91 of the National Insurance Act, 
1911, power was given to the Board of Trade to make 
Regulations for the purposes therein specified and generally 
for carrying Part II. of that Act into effect, and any 
ens so made are to have effect as if enacted in that 

ct: 

And whereas by Section 2 of the New Ministries and 
Secretaries Act, 1916, it is provided amongst other things 
that the powers and duties of the Board of Trade under the 
National Insurance Act, 1911, as amended by any other 
Act shall be transferred to the Minister of Labour: 

And whereas by Section 14, sub-section 2, of the New 
Ministries and Secretaries Act, 1916, it is provided that 
where any powers and duties are transferred by virtue of 
that Act the transfer shall take effect as from a date to be 
fixed by Order of His Majesty in Council: 

. And whereas by Order in Council dated 10th January, 
1917, the said transfer was ordered to take effect as from 
the 10th day of January, 1917: 

Now, therefore, the Minister of Labour, by virtue of the 
powers conferred upon him as hereinbefore recited, and of 
every other power him hereunto enabling, doth hereby make 
the following Regulaticns : — 

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Unemployment 
Insurance (Supplementary) Regulations, 1918, and shall 
come into force on the date hereof. 

2. In proviso (a) to Regulation 11 (1) of the Unemploy- 
ment. Insurance Regulations 1912, as amended by the 
Unemployment Insurance (Supplementary) Regulations, 
1915, the words ‘‘two miles’’ shall be substituted for the 
words ‘‘three miles.” 

Signed by Order of the Minister of Labour this 17th day 
of May, 1918. 








(Signed) J. D. SHAcKLETON. 
Secretary to the Ministry of Labour. 





ECONOMY IN USE OF HAY. 


The President of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 
desires to impress on farmers the necessity for the exercise 
of strict economy in the use of that portion of the 1917 Hay 
Crop which remains, 

It is essential that supplies required by horses engaged 
on transport work of urgent National importance should 
be maintained, and while ‘‘farmers and stock breeders are 
authorised to use a reasonable quantity of hay or oat or 
wheat straw in their possession for consumption by stock in 
their possession or control,’’ yet the President agrees with 
the proposal of the Forage Department of the War Office 
that farmers cannot he allowed, as a rule, to retain in their 
possession any portion of the 1917 crop beyond the 30th 
September next. In exceptiona! cases where a farmer can 
prove that it is in the National interest that he should be 
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allowed to retain any portion of the 1917 crop beyond that 
date, it is open to him to refer his case to the County Farm 
Produce Committee concerned, whose decision wiil be final 
and binding on all parties. 





BELFAST CORPORATION (TRAMWAYS) ORDER. 


The Belfast Corporation (Tramways) Order 1918, dated 
23rd May, 1918, has been made by the Board of Trade under 
Regulation 7 BC of the Defence of the Realm Regulations. 
The text of this Regulation was published in the ‘‘Journal”’ 
of 23rd May : — 

The Board of Trade pursuant to the powers conferred 
upon them by Regulation 7 BC of the Defence of the Realm 
Regulations as respects the tramway undertaking of the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of the City of Belfast, 
hereby order as follows :— 

1. In this Order ‘‘the Corporation’’ means the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen and Citizens of the City of Belfast. _ 

2. Notwithstanding anything contained in Section 68 of 
the Belfast Corporation (Tramways) Act, 1904, the following 
provisions shall have effect (that is to say) :— 

(a) It shall not be obligatory on the City Accountant 
of the City of Belfast to include in any such 
estimate as is referred to in that section or on the 
Corporation to charge against the revenue of 
their Tramway Undertaking any sum by way of 
allowance for renewals or depreciation ; 

(b) the Corporation may from time to time in the course 
of any year revise all or any of the tolls, fares 
and charges to be levied by them for the use cf 
their Tramways and of carriages and trucks used 
or propelled thereon as fixed at the commences 
ment of such year; but so that the maximum fares, 
tolls and charges authorised for the time being are 
not exceeded 

(c) it shall not be obligatory on the Corporation so to 
fix the said tolls, fares and charges (whether at 
the commencement of any year or on the occasion 
of any such revision as aforesaid), that the 
revenue of the said undertaking for that year 
shall meet the expenditure as estimated for that 


ear ; 
(d) if the said tolls, fares and charges shall for any year 
or on the occasion of any such revision as afore- 
said be so fixed as not to meet the said estimated 
expenditure out of the said revenue for that year 
any deficiency resulting therefrom which shall be 
realised may at the option of the Corporation 
either be disposed of in manner provided by the 
said section with respect to such deficiencies as 
are therein referred to or be defrayed out of such 
local rates or funds as the Corporation may deter- 
mine or be disposed of partly in one or more of 
those modes and partly in another or others cf 
them. 
3. This Order shall take effect as from the 23rd May, 1918. 
4. This Order may be cited as the Belfast Corporation 


(Tramways) Order, 1918. 


NATIONAL INSURANCE (PART II.) (MUNITION 
WORKERS) ACT, 1916. 
APPLICATION TO THE UMPIRE. sori 2 
In pursuance of the Unemployment Insurance ( Umpire) 
Regulations, 1912, Notice is hereby given that the Umpire 
has received application for decision as to whether contribu- 
tions are payable or not in respect of the following class 
of persons :— 
506X.—All classes of workmen engaged in the manufac- 
ture of Plywood. . 
Any representations with reference to the above applica- 
tion may be made in writing to the Umpire by, or on behalf 
of, any workman or employer appearing to him to be in- 
terested, or on behalf of the Ministry of Labour, and 
forwarded to the Registrar, Office of the Umpire, 47, Victoria 
Street, London, S.W. 1, on or before 14th June, 1918. 
Notice is further given that the Umpire proposes to give 
his decision on the above application on or after 17th June, 
1918. 





EXTRACT FROM REGULATIONS. 

3.—If before the date specified in the notice any repre- 
sentations with reference to the application are made in 
writing to the Umpire by or on behalf of any workman or 
employer appearing to him to be interested, or the Board 
of Trade, the Umpire shall take those representations into 
his consideration, and the Umpire may at any time before 
the said date require any persons to supply to him such 
information in writing as he thinks necessary for the purpose 
of enabling him to give a decision. 
_ All such representations and information shall be open to 
inspection by any employer or workman appearing to the 
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Umpire to be interested, or any persons authorised in that 
behalf by any such employer or workman or the Board of 


Trade. 


4.—Any persons claiming to be interested may apply to 
the Umpire to be heard by him orally in reference to any 
application under these Regulations, and the Umpire may, 
in any case in which he thinks it desirable, require the 
attendance of any person before him to give oral informa- 
tion on the subject of any application. 

The decision of the Umpire upon the foregoing will be 
announced in the “Board of Trade Journal’’ in due course. 


TYPE METAL (RETURNS) ORDER, 1918. 
The Minister of Munitions, in exercise of the powers con- 
ferred upon him by the Defence of the Realm Regulations 
and all other powers thereunto enabling him, hereby orders 
as follows :— 
1.—Every person having in his possession or under his 
control at the date hereof any type metal exceeding 1 cwt. 
in amount shall within 28 days from the date hereof send in 
to the Controller, Non-Ferrous Materials Supply, Ministry 
of Munitions, M.S./E.S., 8, Northumberland Avenue, Lon- 
don, W.C., 2, a true and complete return of all type metal 
in his possession or under his control at the date hereof. 
distinguishing between— 
(a) Type in case, including standing matter in chase and 
paper, on boards and matter awaiting distribution. 
(b) Spacing material, including quads, quotations, metal 
furniture and leads. 
(c) Electro plates and blocks. 
(d) Stereo plates, metal and blocks. 
(e) Linotype metal. 
(f) Monotype metal. 
And shall supply such further particulars and information 
with regard to type metal as may be required by the said 
Controller. ) 
This Order may he cited as the Type Metal (Returns) 
Order, 1918. 
NotE.—All applications in reference to this Order should 
—s — to the said Controller, an dmarked ‘Type 
Meial.”’ 








POSTAL SECTION. 
NEW POSTAGE RATES. 


The new Postage Rates will be applied to all articles 
posted after midnight of the 2nd-3rd June. The rates 
affected are those for inland letters, postcards, book packets, 
samples and parcels, and for letters to British possessions 
generally, and to the United States of America. Notices 
giving full particulars of the new rates will be issued to all 
Post Offices in the course of next week. 








On and from Ist June the charges for recording instrue- 
tions in connection with the delivery of telegrams (in addi- 
tion to the charge of one guinea a year for a registered 
telegraphic address) will be as under :— 

(a) Five shillings for each special instruction relating to 
the delivery of telegrams bearing a registered abbreviated 
telegraphic address. 

(b) One shilling for each instruction relating to a change 
of address, whether for telegrams bearing a_ registered 
address or a full address. If the record is required for a 
longer period than one calendar month, one guinea a year 
will be payable. — 

LOSS OF PARCEL MAILS AT SEA. 

Parcel mails from the Straits Settlements, etc., containing 
parcels posted on the following dates, have recently been 
lost at sea: Singapore, 12th-19th January; Penang, 4th- 
22nd January; Malacca, 11th-18th January; Federated 
Malay States, 3rd-20th January. The only letters lost on 
this occasion were a few dated 17th-19th January from 
Singapore, and 2Ist and 22nd January from Penang, 
specially superscribed as to route by the senders. 

Parcel mails from New Zealand, containing parcels posted 
approximately between llth and 19th of March last, have 
been lost at sea through enemy action. The Post Office 
accepts no liability for loss or damage in such cases. If 
information is desired whether any particular parcel was 
included in the lost mails, the sender should be advised to 
institute enquiry of the New Zealand Post Office. 








PARCEL POST RESUMED TO SOUTH PERSIA. 

With reference to the notice on p. 609 of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal” of 16th May, relative to the re-opening of 
the parcel post to Ahwaz and Mohammerah and places in 
South Persia served through the latter, it is notified that 
piece goods may not be sent by parcel post. 


SS 
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THE GREAT JOINT-STOCK BANKS IN 1917. 


The surveys of the banking situation in Germany published 
in the German press and based on the 1917 reports of the 
principal German joint-stock banks agree in maintaining 
that the position is excellent. It is even asserted that while 
the visible results of the year’s working are splendid, they 
are surpassed by those that are invisible. This is all the 
more remarkable because banking business has been greatly 
hampered during the war. Stock exchange dealings have 
shrunk to a fraction of their normal extent; business in 
foreign exchanges is under official control; company founda- 
tions and capital increases are subject to licence and limited 
to war requirements; commercial bills, so much sought after 
in ordinary times, have almost disappeared; and the cost 
of working has risen considerably during the war. 

The banks are in much the same position as the manu- 
facturers in regard to their business. Instead of a crowd 
of customers there is only one (the State) demanding com- 
modities in the one case and money in the other. The de- 
mands for money are either direct and satisfied by means of 
Treasury bills, or indirect and satisfied by means of the 
War Companies, the municipalities, and foreign exchange 
dealings. In either case the State pays high rates of interest, 
and all the banks have to do is to provide money for the 
State. This they have succeeded in doing to such an extent 
that they have suffered from a plethora of money, brought 
about in the main by the exhaustion of commodities and 
the closing down of many works. 

Sources OF REVENUE. 

The total deposits of the eight Berlin joint-stock banks 
(Deutsche, Disconto-Gesellschaft, Dresdner, Darmstiadter, 
Berliner Handelsgesellschaft, Commerz-und-Disconto, Na- 
tional Bank fiir Deutschland, and the Mitteldeutsche) at the 
end of 1917 amounted to 16,399 million marks, as compared 
with 10,000 million marks in 1916, 7,250 million marks in 
1915, and 5,000 million marks in 1914. ‘The profits from 
loans, which for the eight banks under review amounted to 
225 million marks, were enhanced by the fact that the in- 
terest paid on deposits, especially short-dated deposits, con- 
tinues to be insignificant, and might with advantage be 
raised. 

The second great source of revenue was brokerage. Until 
the beginning of December stock exchange business was 
brisker than in times of peace. Including brokerage on 
war loan subscriptions, the banks obtained 103 million 
marks from these activities. 

In these circumstances it was unnecessary to draw upon 
the third source of revenue, the sale of securities, to swell 
the sums available for dividends. Four of the banks indeed 
show no profit at all from this business, and only the Deutsche 
Bank registers a moderate gain (5-59 million marks). This 
does not mean that no transactions took place in this 
branch of business. On the contrary, it is alleged that as 
in previous years a veritable hunger for all manner of com- 
modities was observed in Germany, so in 1917 there was 
a positive hunger for all manner of securities, and 
even the most hopeless stock could be sold. The 
returns from these transactions do not appear in the reports, 
but it is stated that they must have been considerable, and 
that they were placed to the invisibie depreciation accounts. 
This is not disproved by the fact that the holdings of securi- 
ties show a diminution of only 12 million marks; for the 
banks have taken up war loan and have participated in 
the new company flotations, especially in the important 
substitute industries which promise well for the transition 
period. Among the branches of enterprise specifically men- 
tioned in this connection are aluminium, nitrates. lignite, 
the utilisation of water-power (more especially in Bavaria), 
and the Balkan petroleum industry. 


BaNK AMALGAMATIONS. 


Attention is called in all the papers to the banking fusions, 
which according to the Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten were 
caused partly by the desire to extend business, partly by 
reasons connected with taxation, and partly also by the 
desire to reduce the cost of working. This reduction of 
working costs will be one of the most important methods by 
which banks, like other businesses, will seek to recover their 
former positions in the world. The Frankfurter Zeitung 
deplores the gradual thinning of the ranks of private 
bankers. It is a matter of some concern, the Frankfort 
journal adds, that an increasing percentage of deposits 
should be concentrated in the hands of a few Berlin banks, 
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more especially if the directors favour the business world of 
Berlin (which has already received preferential treatment); 
and experience during the war shows that they do. The 
diminution in the number of great banks is also deplorable 
for another reason. The Imperial Bank is welding the bank. 
ing system more and more closely together ; the conditions on 
which the banks pay interest and commission are becoming 
stricter and stricter. No doubt there are good reasons for 
promoting syndication in German banking. The Imperial 
Bank probably desires to make banking business profitable 
in order to find in it a powerful support during the difficult 
transition period, and more particularly for the finances of 
the Empire. In the process, however, an impetus is given, 
it is stated, to the growth and influence of the great Joint- 
stock banks which is positively alarming. When the private 
banker (as is the case to-day) is not allowed to pay a higher 
rate of interest than the great banks with their milliards, 
is it not to be expected that the private banks will in the 
course of time be left without any business at all? 

The Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten points out that 
Bavaria has been least affected by the expansion of the 
Berlin banks. One reason for this may be found in the fact 
that the Bavarian banks have always specialised in real 
property credit; this may perhaps have frightened away 
the North German institutions. It should, however, be 
realised that the Bavarian banks are so deeply rooted in 
the economic life of the country that they require no support 
from without. Co-operation, nevertheless, there has been, 
and the industrialisation of Bavaria (e.g., the plans for 
utilising Bavarian water-power for industry, the extension 
of the canal system, and the provision of tonnage for Danube 
traffic) has profited by it. 

» The tendenev towards fusion will probablv receive a further 
impetus from the new taxation proposals, which have already 
sent up the stock exchange quotations for the shares of some 
of the great banks. 

DIVIDENDS AND Resources. 

Of the eight banks under review seven are paying a higher 
dividend than in 1916, and only one has retained for 1917 
the dividend rate of the previous year. The highest dividend, 
14 per cent., was paid by the Deutsche Bank; the lowest, 
6 per cent., by the National Bank. According to the 
Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten, the liquidity of the eight 
Berlin banks under review for the year 1917 was 73.00 per 
cent., as compared with 70-22 per cent. in 1916, and 61-20 
per cent. in 1915. The Kélnische Zeitung places the figure 
higher still, 79 per cent. as against 76 per cent. in 1916, 
giving the following returns in support :— 








ASSETS. 

Millions of Marks. 
1917. 1916. 
Cash in hand and at the Imperial Bank ... 2,677 1,522 
Bills , oe ; se 7,358 4,092 
Stock i“ bas 377 309 
Collateral securities ... 2,044 1,596 
Total ... 12,456 7,519 

LIABILITIES. 
1917. 1916. 
Deposits vin 7.569 4,238 
Current liabilities 7,640 5,157 
Cheques and acceptances 397 385 
Total 15,606 9,780 


The general inclination is to regard the future prospects of 
German banking as rosy, inasmuch as the present compulsory 
economic organisation is likely to be retained for some time 
after peace is signed, and as long as this lasts the interests 
of the banks will be bound up with those of the State. 


PROVINCIAL BANKS. 


The review published by the Kélnische Zectung includes 
also six of the larger provincial banks. These show precisely 
the same tendencies as the Berlin institutions, and their 
fluidity is said to be even greater—86 per cent. in 1917, as 
against 80 per cent. in the previous year. 

All the reviews are accompanied by statistical tables, from 
which it appears that the total capital of the eight Berlin 
banks is 1,350 million marks, and that their reserves amount 
to 544 million marks, or 40 per cent. of the capital. The 
corresponding figures for the six provincial banks are 557 
millions, 139 millions, and 24 per cent. 


ASSOCIATION OF THURINGIAN TOY INTERESTS. 


An Association of Thuringian Toy Interests has been 
established at Sonneherg to safeguard the interests of the 
industry. The Association intends to fix common conditions 
of sale and payment, and to regulate the supply of raw 
materials.—(Miinchner Neueste Nachrichten.) 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 





ESCAPE HOLES FOR COAL TRIMMERS. 


The Marine Denartment of the Board of Trade has issued 
a Circular (No. 1589) being instructions to Surveyors respect- 
ing escape holes for coal trimmers. It has been represented 
to the Board that, in the case of certain vessels loading coal 
cargoes, the means of exit from the holds are not sufficient to 
safeguard the lives of those engaged in trimming and stowing 
the cargo. The vessels mostly concerned are two-decked 
vessels, mainly foreign, not originallv intended for the coal 
trade. but hroucht into thet trade. The Board regard it as 
essential that, in all vessels loading coal cargoes, sufficient 
means of exit should he provided to meet emergencies which 
mav arise at the time of loading. 

The Cirentor then sets out instructions which are to be 
complied with in all new vessels intended for carrying coal 
eargnes and which chovld oleo be complied with in existing 
vessels so far as is practicable. | 

Conies of the Cirevlar mav be obtained through the usual 
sources, price ld. each copy (post free 14d.). 


— 


AUISTRALITA. 


ATISTRAL.TAN HARBOUR 
REGULATIONS. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of the following 
Regulations made by the Governor of South Australia in 
Council on the 7th February last :— 








SOUTH 


TRANSHIPMENT OF EXPLOSIVES. 


1. The master of any ship having on board explosives 
exceeding in quantity twenty-five (25) pounds in weight of 
gunpowder, or five (5) pounds in weight of any other 
explosive, which ship is within one nautical league of the 
shore in the hundred of Port Adelaide, shall not ship, 
tranship, or discharge any explosive or any other cargo from 
the ship until he has obtained from the Harbors Board a 
permit to ship, tranship, or discharge such explosive or other 
eargo. 

No such shipment, transhipment, or discharge shall take 
place except in the presence of one or more officers or other 
employees of the Board as deemed expedient by the Superin- 
tendent of Explosives, and the master of the ship shall pay 
a fee of £1 1s. for every period of eight hours or portion of 
any such period for the services of each officer or employee 
who so attends. 

Penalty.—Not less than five (5) pounds nor more than 
fifty (50) pounds. 


2. Where in any part of the Explosives Regulations, 1900, 
the words ‘‘Magazine Keeper’’ appear, the words ‘‘Superin- 
tendent of Explosives’’ are hereby substituted in lieu there- 
of, and the said regulations shall be read and construed as 
if such words ‘‘Superintendent ot Explosives’’ were originally 
inserted therein. 

Regulation No. 78 of the Explosive Regulations, 1900, and 
the regulation respecting the shipment, transhipment, and 
discharge of explosives, made by the Marine Board on the 
23rd July, 1912, are hereby repealed. 


1.—ToNNAGE RatTEs. 


Notwithstanding anything contained in any regulation 
heretofore made under the Harbors Act, 1913, berthing or 
tonnage rates shall be chargeable and paid on the gross 
register tonnage of vessels: Provided that where no tonnage 
is registered, the Board, by its officers, may measure and 
record the tonnage of any such vessel, and the measurement 
so ascertained shall be deemed to be the tonnage for the 
— of calculating the tonnage rates payable by such 
vessel. 


Tonnage rates as under shall be chargeable. and paid by 
every vessel not otherwise provided for herein herthing 
directly or indirectly at any wharf under the control of the 


Board :— 
For each ton of the gross register hg > Pon 


tonnage of the vessel or of its or part thereof ; 4d 
tonnage measured and recorded as P ee we 

rovided by the above regulation. | f°T ,°#¢h additional 
r y 8 * | period of six hours 


No. gh Ee ep re ee Ae or part thereof. 
Provided that:-— 


I. Vessels trading solely within the Commonwealth shall 
pay one-half only of the above rates, subject to a 
minimum charge of two shillings. 
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II. Tcnnage rates for outports other than Port Pirie shall 
be chargeable and paid by every steamer trading only 
within the State, as under :— Per Visit. 


s. d. 
Not exceeding 100 tons gross register ......... 5 0 
Over 100 tons and not exceeding 200 tons... 7 6 
Over 200 tons and not exceeding 300 tons ... 10 0 
Over 300 tons and not exceeding 400 tons... 12 6 


And for every additional ton above 400 tons 0 03 

One payment at the above rates shall entitle a steamer 
regularly engaged in the coasting trade of the State to make 
six visits to outport wharves or jetties (except Port Pirie) 
in any one week’s run or on one round trip, whichever shall 
be the longer period. One-sixth of the above rates shall be 
charged for each additional visit above six made in such 
week’s run or round trip. 

Tonnage rates for coasting steamers may be estimated and 
paid in advance for any term, and any underpayment or 
overpayment adjusted at the close of each of the quarters 
sist, June 30th, September 30th, and 
December 31st in every year. 

The term ‘‘steamer’’ shall also be deemed to include all 
vessels (except sailing vessels) propelled by mechanical power 
other than steam. 

111. Tonnage rates for outports other than Port Pirie shall 
be chargeable and paid by every sailing vessel engaged 
in the coasting trade of the State at :— 

id. per ton per trip. 
Minimum charge, 2s. 

A quarterly permit entitling a coaster (sailing) to the use 
of al} outport jetties and wharves (except Port Pirie) during 
the ensuing three months, may be granted from the first 
day of January, April, July, or October of any year on 
pavment of rates calculated for 10 trips or visits. 

TV. Tonnage rates as under shall be chargeable and paid by 
every vessel while engaged in trading solely within 
the limits of any one port and berthing directly or 
indirectly at any wharf under the control of the 
Board : — Per week or 

part thereof. 
s. d. 
Not exceeding 15 tons gross register tonnage 
of the vessel or of its tennage measured 
and recorded as heretofore provided ........ 
Over 15 tons and not more than 50 tons ... 
Over 50 tons and not more than 100 tons ... 
Over 100 tons and not more than 200 tons ... 
And for every additional ton above 200 tons 

A quarterly permit may be granted from the first day of 
January, April, July, or October in any year for any such 
vessel on payment of the following rates : — 


O01 bo 
OOO S 


Per Quarter. 


£s. d. 
Not exceeding 15 tons gross register tonnage 
of the vessel or of its tonnage measured and 
recorded as heretofore provided ................ 015 0 
Over 15 tons and not more than 50 tons ...... 150 
Over 50 tons and not more than 100 tons ...... 2 0 0 
Over 100 tons and not more than 200 tons ...... 3.0 =O 


And for every additional ton above 200 tons 0 0 2 
Every such vessel usually employed within the limits of any 
ene port, laid up out of commission, and moored to or along- 
side any wharf, shall pay one-half of the rates specified above. 
V. Coasting or interstate vessels out of commission and 
moored to or alongside any wharf, shall be charged at 
the following rates : — Per week or 
part thereof. 
£s. d. 
Not exceeding 60 tons gross register tonnage 
of the vessel or of its tonnage measured and 


recorded as heretofore provided ............... 0 6 0 
Over 60 tons and not more than 100 tons ...... 010 O 
Over 100 tons and rot more than 250 tons ... 015 O 
Over 250 tons and not more than 400 tons ... 1 0 O 
And for every additional ton above 409 tons 0 0 1 


VI. The Board may assign any area or areas within any port 
wherein any vessel may be secured on its own moorings 
on payment of one-fourth of the tonnage rates specified 
in proviso IV or V, according to the nature of the case. 

VII. Any vessel lying in tier outside a vessel moored to or 
alongside any wharf shall pay the rates specified in 
this regulation. 

VIII. Vessels in distress or undergoing repairs, on applica- 
tion, may be charged at such lesser rates while berth- 
ing at any wharf as the Board, at its option, may 
direct. 
2.--Tonnace Rates at River Murray Ports. 

Notwithstanding the proviso in the regulation No. 1 made 
on the first dav of October, 1915, tonnage rates, as under, 
shall be chargeable and paid by everv vessel berthing directly 
or indirectly at any wharf on the River Murray under the 
control of the Board :— 














G92 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT —continued. 





Per Visit. 
8. 
Not exceeding 15 tons gross register ............ 2 6 
Over 15 tons and not more than 150 tons... 5 U 
Over 150 tons and not more than 250 tons... 7 6 


Over 250 tons and not more than 400 tons ... 10 0 
And for every additional ton above 400 tons 0 U3} 

One payment at the above rates shall entitle vessels 
regularly engaged in the River Murray trade to make six 
visits to River Murray wharves under the control of the 
Board in any one week. One-sixth of the above rates shall be 
charged for each additional visit above six made in such 
week’s run. 

Any vessels lying in tier outside a vessel moored to or 
alongside any wharf shall pay the rates specified in this 
regulation. 

Regulations Nos. 80, 82, and 93 of the regulations for the 
management and control of Government wharves and jetties 
dated the 26th August, 1915, are hereby repealed 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
NEW DEMURRAGE REGULATIONS. 


New Demurrage Regulations providing for the reduction 
of the free period from twenty-four hours to twelve hours 
came into operation in South Africa on the Ist January. 
Although certain consignees have signified their inability to 
release trucks within twelve hours, it is found, generally 
speaking, that the public are co-operating with the Railway 
Administration to make the regulations a success, as it 
seems to be recognised that the earlier release of trucks 
represents a corresponding increase in the number of empties 
subsequently available for further traffic. The railway 
authorities have little doubt that the operation of the new 
regulations will have a beneficial influence on the truck 


supply. 














EGYPT. 
TRAFFIC AT PORTS IN 1917: SUEZ CANAL 
TRANSITS. 


The Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence) is in receipt of an Egyptian Government Return 
giving statistics of (1) the movement of commercial vessels, 
cargo, and passenger traffic in each of the ports of Egypt in 
1917, and (2) the number, tonnage and nationality of com- 
mercial vessels passing through the Suez Canal in that year. 

The publication referred to may be consulted by British 
firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the Department. 


FRANCE. 


IMPROVEMENT OF PORT OF CAEN AND 
APPROACHES. 


The ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ has from time to time 
published particulars relative to the improvement of the 
Port of Caen (Normandy) and its approaches, the latest 
reference being on p. 374 of the issue of Ist February, 1917. 
The fcllowing further developments may now be noted :— 

First, the British Vice-Consul at Caen has forwarded a 
copy of the advertisement of, and conditions for, tenders 
for contracts for the enlargement and deepening of the canal 
from Caen to the sea, in a stretch between Caen and the 
bridge of Bénouville, together with plans of this undertaking. 
The works are those specified in the Decree of public utility 
of Ist February, 1917. The date for the receipt of tenders is 
to be fixed subsequently. 

Second, the French ‘Journal Officiel’? of 7th May, 
publishes a Presidential Decree, dated 2nd May, declaring 
of public utility new works of improvement on the canal 
from Caen to the sea, which it is estimated will cost 
10,000,000 frs. 

The above-mentioned documents and the text of the Decree 
(in French) may be consulted by British firms interested, at 
the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence). 


HONDURAS. 














PROPOSED NEW PORT. 


(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 
AMAPALA. 


The scheme for the establishment of a new port on the 
neighbouring island of Zacate Grande, which is in close 
proximity to the mainland, being separated therefrom by 
a belt of mangrove swamp some two miles in breadth, is 
stil] in abeyance. The proposals include the bridging over 
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of these swamps and the laying of a railway and construc. 
tion of a wharf on the island at a point where the deep water 
channel passes within 400 feet of the beach. As the project, 
if carried out, would eliminate the port of Amapala, not 
only has it raised the hostility of the foreign lighterage 
companies; but also that of the local military authorities, 
who consider Amapala a port of strategic importance and, 
moreover, the producer of a good revenue derived from the 
transit trade. 

In face of this opposition it is unlikely that the scheme 
can be carried through except by private enterprise, and 
even then there is the prospect of a decreased trade upon 
the opening up of the new north coast route from Puerto 
Cortes to the capital. This route will prove attractive to 
[urupean exporters in view of the opportunity it will offer 
of substantially reducing the length of time at present 
occupied in transport, the delay which now takes place being 
cne of the principal hindrances to effective competition with 
American goods. Again, when the Pan-American Railway 
is in operation the probability may have to be considered 
of cargo for the mainland of Honduras being landed at 
the Salvadoranean port of La Union; but this deviation 
could be averted by the carrying through of the Zacate 
Grande scheme and the extension of the island railway to a 
point on the mainland to intersect the Pan-American line. 


JAPAN. 


RAILWAYS IN 1916-17. 


H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama has forwarded 
a copy of a statistical return respecting the Imperial 
Japanese Government Railways for the year ending 31st 
March, 1917, from which the following particulars have been 
extracted :— 














= ——e — 





1916-17. 4915-16. 1914-15. 
Total] miles of main track my 
worked fil M.Ch. 5,856 °60 5,756 °76 5,686 -26 
Total miles of all track (M.Ch.) 9,029°19 | 8,840 °14 8,472 °29 
No 


Number of stations .. -) 1,668 1,630 1,604 
Capital ., , .. (yen.) , 1,108,060,237 | 1,050,386,964 | 1,006,923,089 





Working revenue -- (yen.) 141,255,333 120,212,355 112,169,619 
Working expenses .- (yen.) 61,163,543 | 35,601,684 57,178,286 
Profit — sé .. (yen.) | 80,091,790 64,610,671 54,991,330 
Balance (surplus) .. (yen.) 34,993,725 24,223,218 13,242,567 
Locomotives... .. (No.) | é 2,680 | 2,611 
Passenger carriages .. (No.) 6,875 6,836 | 6,699 
Goods wagons .. (No.) 44,391 43,592 | 43,702 
Employees ae -» (No.) 115,282 112,102 | 114,964 
Number of passengers | | 

carried .. 4. (No.) | 197,043,820 | 172,290,045 | 166,092,421 
Passenger earnings .. (yen.) | 58,745,033 §2,220,354 49,942,049 
Tonnage of goods handled (tons) 42,100,734 35,800,664 | 35,272,875 
Goods earnings .. 56,666,369 | 51,399,220 


.. (yen.) | , 69,331,616 | 


ee ee i 
tp.....9 
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SPAIN. 


WORKS AT PORT OF CEUTA. 

‘El Imparcial’’ (Madrid) of 19th April states that the 
Deputy for Algeciras has introduced a Bill into the Cortes 
proposing that the 11,500,000 pesetas to be raised by the 
Junta of Works for the construction of the port of Ceuta 
should be limited to 8,000,000 pesetas ; that the legal interest 
on the shares should be raised to 5 per cent., the shares 
being issued gradually in accordance with the requirements 
of the works; and that the Council of Ministers should fix 
the lowest figure at which the shares are to be placed upon 
the market. 

The Bill is signed by the other Deputies of the Province 
of Cadiz, and is important inasmuch as the continuation of 
the work at the port of Ceuta depends upon the successful 
passage of the Bill through the Chamber. 











UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


SHIPMENTS FROM THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA TO CERTAIN COUNTRIES IN 
EUROPE. 

The Director of the War Trade Department announces 
that the “‘Licence-Navicert”’ and ‘‘Licence-Shipping-Letter’’ 
Schemes, whereby application has hitherto been made in the 
first instance to the War Trade Department for facilities for 
the passage of certan commodities from the United States 
ef America to Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, Holland. 
Switzerland, Spain and Greece, have now been abolished. It 
will in future be sufficient for the shippers of such commodi- 
ties to obtain an export licence from the United States War 
Trade Board, no licence from the War Trade Department 
now: being necessary. 





—— 
——— 
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Minerals and Metals. 


CEYLON. 
WORKING OF MONAZITE SANDS. 


With reference to the notice on pages 514-15 of the 
“Journal” of 6th December last concerning the working 
of Ceylon monazite sands, it is now stated that the Govern- 
ment ‘intends to call for tenders for the purchase of monazite 
sand when it is available. 











FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


PROPOSED LEGISLATION AFFECTING TIN 
MINING. 


A proposed Enactment of the Federal Council of the Feder- 
ated Malay States further to amend the Mining Enactment, 
1911, has for its object the increase in the output of tin in 
the Colony, and for this purpose it is proposed in this Bill 





to relax existing restrictions on the mining of land held , | 


under agricultural titles. At the same time the Bill provides 


for the issue to land owners of prospecting licences implying * 


no right to a mining title, and sceks to ensure that surface 
rights and mining rights for the same land shall not become 
vested in different persons. 


NIGERIA. 


— —_ 


PROSPECTING LICENCES. 


The Department of Overseas Trade (Development oo“ 
Intelligence) has received the text of regulations (Nos. 23 
and 24 of 1918) made under the Minerals Ordinance 1916, of 
the Colony of Nigeria. These regulations deal with the 
granting of prospecting licences, including those for the 
Bauchi Province. _ 

The text of the regulations may be consulted by British 
firms interested at the Department of Overseas Trade (De- 


velopment and Intelligence). 








ITALY. 
MEASURE FOR INCREASING OUTPUT OF FUEL. 


The fuel situation in Italy has recently received consider- 
able attention, and the Italian Government, by av Decree 
dated 12th February, and published in the ‘‘ Gazzetta 
Ufficiale’ of 14th March, has provided for the appropria- 
tion of lignite beds, mines and quarries in that country. 
From a translation of the Decree, it appears that the State 
intends to appropriate, ‘‘ with expropriation of eventual 
claims,’’ existing lignite beds, mines and quarries in work- 
ing order in the lower Valle di Magra and the coast district 
from Magra to the boundary of the Municipality of Gar- 
rara; lignite beds, mines and quarries in working order in 
the basin of the middle Ombrone in the Municipalities of 
Roccalbegna, Campagnatico and Roccastrada, excluding the 
mine of Rivolla; and the lignite beds, mines and quarries 
in working order in the Quarata district at the bend of the 
Arno and at its confluence with the Chiana. The General 
Commissioner of National Combustibles is empowered to 
declare in the same way appropriated by the State lignite 
districts and areas in the basin of Valdarno which were not 
in regular working order at the time of the publication oi 
the Decree—even if they belong to existing mines—and 
districts, areas, mines and quarries in the same basin and 
others in the basin of the middle Ombrone, which, in his 
opinion, it is necessary to take over in order to obtain an 
increased output. The Commissioner will provide for the 
working of the mines and quarries, either directly or 
through companies or firms giving promises and guarantees 
of ready organisation for an extensive production (Article 


1) 





Plant, houses, buildings, roads, telpherics, wire ways, 
railways, machinery, utensils, tools, furniture and in 
general everything existing within the areas are to be 
considered as belonging to the mines requisitioned, 

Except in special cases, indemnities to be paid for expro- 
priations under Article 1 are to be based on the profit 
derived from the working of a mine, or on the basis of the 
cost of the plant, at the option of. the claimant. Im all 
other cases the basis will be the cost of plant. 

Within three months of the date of publication of the 
Decree, the General Commissioner, with the advice of ex- 
perts, is to fix definitely, taking into consideration the 
means available, the increase of production which within a 
given time must be carried out by each mine, quarry or 
peat-bed. If this increase is not reached within the time 
determined upon, the Commissioner-General will have the 


——_- — -——- ~ 
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right to apply the provisions of Article 10 of the Decree of 
éth January, 1917, No. 35, or to appropriate to the State 
the mine, quarry or peat bed, according to the regulations 
laid down in Article 1, in which case, if the failure to 
obtain the increase is the fault of the owner, the indemni- 
ties will be reduced by one-third. 

The translation of the Decree may be consulted by British 
firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 


SPAIN. 
COAL PRODUCTION. 


The April issue of the ‘“Boletin de las Camaras de 
Comercio”? (Madrid) quotes recently-published official 
statistics, from which it appears that the total production of 
coal (anthracite, pit-coal, and lignite) in Spain during 
recent years has shown progressive increase, viz., from 
4,292,500 metric tons in 1913 to 5,972,500 tons in 1917. Over 
five-sixths of the yield in 1917 was pit coal (5,025,000 tons), 
while the production of lignite and anthracite was about 
636,G00 and 311,000 tons respectively. The Province of 
Oviedo is responsible for 56 per cent. of the total pit-coal 
output, and then follow Ciudad Real (15.65 per cent.), Leon 
(12 per cent.), Cordoba (7.4 per cent.), and Palencia (4.45 
per cent.). Anthracite came solely from the Provinces of 
Cordoba and Palencia. Lignite came chiefly from Teruel (23 
per cent.), Barcelona (20 per cent.), Saragoza (12 per cent.), 
Lerida (11.75 per cent.), and Santander (11 per cent.). 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
PRIORITY IN DISTRIBUTION OF FUEL OIL. 


A copy of the revised regulations governing licensees 
engaged in the business of distributing fuel oil in the 
United States has been forwarded by the British iumbassy 
at Washington. 
The regulations, which were issued on 19th March, pro- 
vide that no licensee engaged in the distribution of fuel 
oil east of the Rocky Mountains, shall, without the consent 
of the Fuel Administrator, make deliveries to certain 
specified classes of consumers until he has delivered to the 
consumers of every class designated by a lower number 
all fuel oil to be delivered under his contracts (when 
licensed), or under orders of the Administrator. 
The classes referred to and the order of their preference 
are as follows :— 
1.—Kailways, bunker fuel and oil refineries using or 

making fuel oil ; 

Export deliveries or shipments for the United 

States Army or Navy. 

3.—Export shipments for the navies and other war 
purposes of the Allies; 

4.—Hospitals where oil is now being used as fuel; 

5.—Public utilities and domestic consumers now using 
fuel oil (including gas oil) ; 

6.—Shipyards engaged in Government work ; 

7.—Navy yards; 

8.—Arsenals ; : 

9.—Plants engaged in manufacture, production and 
storage of food products; 

10.—Army and Navy cantonments where oil is now 
being used as fuel; 

11.—Industrial consumers engaged in the manu- 
facture of munitions and other articles ander 
Government orders; and 

12.—All other classes. 














) 











MINING INDUSTRY IN IDAHO IN 1917. 
(From H.M. Consul at Portland, Oregon.) 

From the standpoint of total mineral shipments and metal 
production, the output of the mining industry of Idaho 
during 1917 exceeded that of all previous years. The Report 
of the State Inspector of Mines remarks that owing to the 
depressed feelings of the producers, caused by the serious 
slump in metal values in the autumn, early estimates were 
placed about the same as that of 1916, but it appeared later 
that the largest producers had maintained their maximum 
output to the end of the year. As a result, the gross totals 
showed a marked increase, especially in lead, and indicated 
that the total metal contents of all minerals and bullion 
shipped were as_ follows:—Lead, 395,883,000 Ib.; zinc, 
96,123,000 Ib.; silver, 12,497,917 oz.; copper, 7,282,000 Ib. ; 
and gold, 41,326 oz. 

These figures are based on the total metal contents of the 
finished mineral and bullion as shipped from Idaho without 
discounting for loss in smelting. 


_ — 
—<— 
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Commercial Returns. 
COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and 21 weeks ended 23rd May, 1918 :— 












































go ehoiee Week |21 Weeks {| Week |21 Weeks 
ended ended | ended ended 
_ 23rd May,|23rd May, 23rd May,|23rd May, 
1918. i918. | 1918. 1918. 
ImPoRTS | Exports. 
Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
America .. “ : 24,037 | 846,333 — 175 
Brazilian - ‘< — 6,534 — — 
Fast Indian... val — 161,967 — — 
Egyptian wes we|_-«:18,946 | 279,647 _ —_ 
Miscellaneous... > 2,896*| 45,692t — — 
ll Fa 40,879 (1,280,173 —_— 175 














‘including 169 bales British West African and 239 bales Foreign East 
African. a , 

tIncluding 657 bales British West Indian, 447 bales British West African, 
2.335 bales British East African, and 239 bales Foreign East African. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
of Corn Returns in the week ended 25th May, 1918, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years, pursuant to the 
Corn Returns Act, 1882. 




















Average Price. 

Wheat | Barley. | Oate. 
s. d s. d. 8. d. 
Week ended 25th May, 1918 «..| 73 3 56 6 47 8 

Corresponding week in— 
1911 .. _ - -.| 32 5 24 10 19 5 
1912 .. _ _ --| 36 10 30 0 23 9 
i913... . pe --| 32 7 26 1 20 1 
1914 .. oe oe --| 33 9 26 1 19 4 
1915... _ os --| 61 11 34 «(8 32 7 
1916 .. o --| 54 7 52 9 33 4 
1917... os os --| 78 0 64 9 54 11 














—— 


*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British Corn are made to the local Inspector of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight 
or by weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
Imperial Bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


—_—_ 
———e 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED. 


The following is a list of the more important Articles on 
Trade subjects contained in the Foreign and Colonial Pub- 
lications recently received and filed for reference at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelli- 
gence), and which are available for inspection at the Offices 
of the Department, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2:— 

Commercial, Financial and Economic. 
Germany: Situation in the Labour Market in March, 1918. 
“Deutscher Reichsanzeiger”’ (Berlin), 29th April. 
Canada: Customs Report for 1916-17. 
‘Journal of Commerce’ (New York), 5th April : 
(1; South America: Rural and Civic Improvements in Paraguay. 
(2) American-Canadian Fisheries Conference Results. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), 8th April. 
America: Scheme for Centralising Supervision of War Purchasing. 
“Journal of Commerce’ (New York), 8th April. 
Finland: Commercial Conditions in 1917. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), 19th April. 
British West Indies: Trade of Grenada in 1916. 
ty _—" of the Canadian Department of Commerce (Ottawa), 
ist April. 
Metals, Mining and Machinery. 

Annual Report for 1917 of the Transvaal Chamber of Mines. 

“South African Mining Journal’”’ ag ne eg 16th and 28rd March. 

Exports of Manufactured Metals from Sweden. January-September, 1917. 

“Commerce Reports”’ Nh ne ng 2nd April. 
Increased Mineral Output in Japan in 1017 and 1918. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), 28th March. 
(1) Review of Returns from Gold, Diamond and Base Metal Mines of 
South Africa in 1916-17. 

(2) Review of the Mining Industry of Rhodesia in 1017. 

“South African Mining Journal’ (Johannesburg), 23rd March. 

(1) Mica Trade of Brazil. 

(2) Waterworks Expansion in Hong Kong. 

(3) Machinery Trade of South China in 1917. 

“Commerce Reports” (Washington), 11th April. 
Development of the Mineral Resources of the Pyrenees in 1917. 
“Commerce Reports” (Washington), 19th April. 
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Agricultural, Dairy and Forest Products. 
(1) HorseChestnut Utilisation in France. 
(2) Locust Bean Industry in France. 
‘Bulletin des Halles” (Paris), 2nd May. 
Coffee Trade of the United States in 1916-17. 
“Commerce Reports’? (Washington), 28th March. 
(1) Rubber Consumption in the United States in 1917. 
(2) Coconut Industry of America in 1917. 
‘Journal of Commerce’? (New York), 2nd April. 
Cabbage Refuse used as Cattle Fodder in. France. 
“Bulletin des Halles’’ (Paris), 26th April. 
Alfa Grass as a Commercial Product in Tunisia. 
“Commerce Repurts’’ (Washington), 3rd April. 
Tobacco Cultivation in Japan. 
“Commerce Reports’’ (Washington), 11th April. 


a OTHER PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
anada.— 

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC.—Bureau of Statistics: Municipal Statistics for the 
Year 1916: Area, Population, Roads, New Buildings, Dwelling 
Houses and Factories, Basis for Imposition of Municipal Taxation, 
Cash Book, Receipts and Payments, Balance Sheet, Asset and 
Liabilities, Value of Public Utility Services owned by Municipalities, 

British India.— 

Records of the Geological Survey of‘India: Vol. XLVIII., Part 3, 1917: 
On the Crystalography and Nomenclature of Hollandite; Geology 
and Ore Deposits of the Baldwin Mines and Monazite in Merguii 
and Tavoy. 

BIHAR AND ORISSA.—Department of Agriculture: Agricultural Statistics 
of Bihar and Orissa for 1916-17. 

CkYLON.—Papers laid before the Legislative Council of Ceylon during 
the Year 1916. 

South Africa.— é’ 
Report of the Custodian of Enemy Property. 


—_— 
——— 


H.M. TRADE COMMISSIONERS IN VARIOUS 
PARTS OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE. 


At HEADQUARTERS— 
Mr. C. Hamilton Wickes, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2. 


CanaDA— 

Montreal.—Mr. G. T. Milne, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
367, Beaver Hall Square, Montreal (Telegraphic ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

Toronto.—Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
P.O. Box 176, 257-260, Confederation Life Buildings, 


Toronto (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Toroncom’’). 
NEWFOUNDLAND— 





Mr. G. T. Milne, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 367, 
Beaver Hall Square, Montreal (Telegraphic ad- 
dress, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

AUSTRALIA— 


Melbourne.—Mr. 8. W. B. McGregor, H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner, Commerce House, Flinders Street, Melbourne 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combrit’’). 

Sydney.—The Officer in Charge, H.M. Trade Comr.’s 
Office, Royal Exchange, Sydney (Telegraphic address, 
‘“‘Combritto’’). 


New ZEALAND— 
Wellington.—Mr. R. W. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner, P.O. Box 369, Wellington (Telegraphic address, 
‘‘Advantage’’). 


SoutH Arrica— 
Mr. W. G. Wickham (At present on an official visit to the 
United Kingdom). 
Cape Town.—Mr. J. L. Wilson-Goode, H.M. Acting Trade 
Commissioner, P.O. Box 1346, Norwich Union Bldgs., 
Cape Town (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Austere’’). 


INDIA AND CEYLON— 

Calcutta.—Mr. T. M. Ainscough, 0.B.E., c/o Director- 
General of Commercial Intelligence, 1, Council House 
Street, Calcutta. 

The following Trade Commissioners have also been ap- 
pointed to Singapore and Trinidad, respectively, and, 
pending their departure to their posts, they are prepared 
to interview, at the Department of Overseas Trade (De 
velopment and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 2, 
the representatives of British firms who are desirous of 
consulting them :— 


Straits SETTLEMENTS— 
Singapore.—Mr. P. J. McKellen. 


Britiso West INDIES— 


Trinidad.—Mr. A. J. Pavitt. 





NOTICE. 


The price of the new issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ’’ is 6d. (63d. post free). Annual subscription (post 
free) 27s. 6d. in the United Kingdom, Overseas subscription 
31s. 6d. per annum, post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2. All editorial communications should be addressed to 
‘The Editor.”’ 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover.) 
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LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF 
THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


To be purchased through any Bookseller or directly from 
H.M. Stationery Office at the addresses given on the cover of 
the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal.”’ 


1.— ANNUAL PUBLICATIONS :— 

Annual Statement of the Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom. 
1916. Vol. I. (Cd. 8632/17.) Price 6s. (post free és, 6d.); Vol. II. 
1916. [Cd. 8714/17.] Price 4s. 6d. (post free 5s. 2d.). 

Annual Statement of the Navigation and Shipping of the United 
a for the year 1913. [Cd. 7616/14.) Price 3s. (post free 
3s. 6d.). 

Assurance Companies’ Return, 1915. Part A. [H.C. 307.) Price 6s. 
(post free 6s. 7d.). | 

Australia.—Report by H.M. Trade Commissioner on the Position of 








the Import Trade of the Commonweaith in July, 1917. [Cd. 8841.] 
Price 3d. (post free 4d.). 
Bankruptcy.—Report for the year 1915. [H.C. 13,16.) Price 23d. 


(post free 33d.). 

Canadga.—Report by H.M. Trade Commissioner for the year 1916. 
[Cd. 8679/17.] Price 3d. (post free 4d.). 

*Coal Shipments, 1914 and 1915., (Cd. 8288/16.) Price 23d. (post free 
3d.). 

*Coal Tables.—Statistical Tables relating to Coal and Petroleum Pro- 
ne i the World, 1886-1912. [H.C. 285/13.) Price 54d. (post 
free 7d.). 

*Colonial — Duties Return, 1915. [Cd. 8904/14.] Price 4s. 2d. (post 


free 4s. 
Companies.—Twenty-sixth General Annual Report, 1916. [H.C. 120/17.) 


Price 4d. (post free 5d.). 
*Consular Reports Index, 1914. [Cd 8003/15.) Price did. (post free 


7d.). 
*Electric Lighting Acts, 1882-1909, Proceedings under. [H.C. 296/14.] 
Price 3d. (post free 4d.). 


*Emigration and Immigration.—Statistical Tables and Report, 1913. 
[H.C. 295/14.]} Price 6d. (post free 8d.). 

bee © Import Duties, 1913. [Cd. 7180/14.) Price is. (post free 
5s. 7d.). 


Gas Undertakings: Report and. Statistics—Local Authorities, 1913-14. 
H.C. 312/15.] Price 63d. (post free 8d.); other than Loca] Authori- 
ties [H.C. 311/15.] Price 10d. (post free 1s. 0}d.). 

*Imports and Exports, 1900-13, at prices of 1900. [Cd. 7482/14.) Price 4d. 
(post free 5d.). 

*Iron and Steel, 1912. Memorandum and Statistical Tables. ([H.C. 
284/13.) Price 7d. (post free 9d.). 

Mercantile Navy List and Maritime Directory for 1916. 

*Merchant Shipping, 1881-1911.—Tables showing the Progress of 
Merchant Shipping in the United Kingdom and the principal Mari- 
time Countries. [Cd. 7033/13.] Price 94d. (post free Is.). 

New Zealand.—Report by H.M. Trade Commissioner for the year 1916. 
[Cd. 8686/17.] Price 6d. (post free 8d.). 

*Passenger Movement from and to the United Kingdom, December, 
1915. [Cd. 7808/XI.] Price jd. (post free 1d.). 

Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks. Repott for the year 1916. [H.C. 
79/17.) Price 2d. (post free 2:d.). 

*Railway Returns of the United Kingdom for the year 1914. [Cd. 
8059/15.] Price id. (post free 1d.). 

*Railway Returns—Capital, Traffic, Receipts, Expenditure, etc.—of the 
mee oe for 1913. [(Cd., 8938/15.) Price 1s. 8d. (post 
ree 2s.). 

Shipping Casualties and Loss of Life. [Cd. 7367.) Price 3s. 6d. (post 
free 3s. 11d.). 

South Africa.—Report on the Trade of South Africa for 1915 and 1916 
by H.M. Trade Commissioner. [Cd. 8614.] Price 3d. (post free 4d.). 
Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom. 1901-1915. [Cd. 8448.] 

Price 1s. 9d. (post free 2s. 2d.). 

*Statistical Abstract for the British Empire, 1899-1913. [Cd. 7827/15.) 
Price is. 3d. (post free 1s. 7d.). 

Statistical Abstract for the British Self-Governing Dominions, Colonies, 


Possessions and Protectorates. 1900-1914. [Cd. &329/16.] Price 
Is. lld. (post free 2s. 4d.). 

*Statistical Abstract for Foreign Countries. 1901-1912. [Cd. 7525/14.) 
Price 2s. 2d. (post free 2s. 8d.). 

*Statistical Tables relating to British Self-Governing Dominions, 
Colonies, Possessions, and Protectorates. Part XXXVIII. 1912. 


[Cd. 7667/14.] Price 6s. lld. (post free 7s. 6d.). 

*Tramways and Light Railways, Street and Road, 1912-13. 
Price 6d, (post free 8d.). 

*Weights and Measures. (H.C. 
(post free 5d.). 

iI._-MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS :— 

Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign Countries and British Posses- 

sions. 17—11. Price 4d. (post free 5d.). 


(H.C. 292/13.} 


Report for 1914, 148 15.3 Price 3id. 


Trade and Navigation of the United Kingdom. March, 1918. 189-11. 
Price 9d. (post free 11d.). 
III.—WEEKLY PUBLICATION :— 
Board of Trade Journal and Commercial Gazette. Price 6d. (post 


free 63d.). 
IV.—OCCASIONAL PUBLICATIONS :— 
Agricultural and Trade Development (United Kingdom, Germany and 
United States). [H.C. 218/14.) Price 1d. (post free 14d.). 
— Beverages (1895-1909). [H.C, 319/11.) Price 8d. 


10d.). 
British and Foreign Trade and Industry. Statistical Tables and 
Charts, 1854/1908. [Cd. 4954/09.] Price 5s. 3d. (post free ds. 6d.). 
British Trade after the War. [Cd. 8181/15.] Price 23d. (post free 3d.). 
[Cd. 8275/16.] Price 4d. (post free 5d.). 
British Trade in British West Africa, Straits Settlements, British 
Guiana, and Bermuda. [Cd. 6771/13.] Price 6d. (post free 73d.). 
Census of Production (1907).—-Final Report, with Tabies. [Cd. 6320/12.] 
Price 7s. 6d. (post free 8s. 1d.) 

Commercial Intelligence Committee.—Report for period October, 1913, 
to October, 1917. [Cd. 8815/17.] Price 2d. (post free 2d.). 
Commercial Travellers: Memorandum as to _ Regulations 
Abroad. [Cd. 7031/14.] Price 9d. (post free 11d.). 
Financial Facilities for Trade. [Cd. 8346/16.) Price 


13d.). 
Food Supplies (Imported), 1904-12. [H.L. 83/13.] Price 2d. (post free 
23d.) 


Foreign Countries; Preference to Colonies. [H.C. 296/09.) Price 2id. 
(post free 3d.). 

Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom 
[H.C. 225/14.] Price 4d. (post free 14d.). 
Germany. Goods Imported. [H.C. 143/11.] Price 1d. (post free 13d.). 

Germany. ‘Tariffs, Treaties, and Trade. ([H.C. 144/11.) Price 1d. 
(post free 13d.). 

*Mercantile Marine (Seamen Employed): Return of the Number, Ages, 
Ratings, and Nationalities of Seamen employed on 3rd April, 1911, 
on Vessels registered in the British Islands. [Cd. 6942.] Price 5d. 
(post free 6d.). 

“ Options and Futures,’ Legislation respecting Gambling in. [Cd. 1756; 
8220; 33963.) Price 24d. (post free 3}d.). 


(post free 


in force 


1d. . (post free 


with Certain Countries. 


*Publication suspended during the period of the Wer. 
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Merchant Shipping. List of Principal Acts, Regulations, etc., relating 
thereto in force November, 1916. Price 3d. (post free 3}d.). 
Railway Accidents during Six Months ended 30th June, 1917. 

3d. (post free 4d.). 

Shipping Subsidies: Report on Bounties and Subsidies in respect of 
Shipbuilding, Shipping and Navigation in Foreign Countries. 
[Cd, 6899/13.] Price 5d. (post free 6d.). 

State Railways (British Possessions and Foreign Countries). [H.C. 
287/13.1 Price 7$d. (post free 9d.). 

Sugar.—Return showing production, imports and exports, consump- 
tion, etc., of various countries. [H.C. 281/ll.] Price 3d. (post 
free 4d.). 

Tariffs (New).—Brgzil (Proposed). (Cd. 7094/13.) Price 1s. 3d. (post 

free ls. 7d.); Bulgaria. [Cd. 2862/06.) Price 6d. (post free 73d.); 
Chile. {Cd. 8364/16.) Price 1s. (post free 1s. 6d.); Colombia. 
(Cd. 7353/14.) Price Gd. (post free 7jd.); Denmark. [Cd. 4267/08.] 
Price 6d. (post free 7id.); Netherlands (Proposed). [Cd. 6435/12.] 
Price. 43d. (post free 6d.); Philippine Islands. [Cd. 4903/09.] 
Price 63. (post free 8d.); Roumania. [Cd. 2828/06.] Price 7d. (post 
iree 9d.); Russia (Temporary). (Cd. 7854.] Price 7d. (post free 9d.); 
Servia. [Cd. 3749/08.) Price 8d. (post free 10d.); Spain. [Cd. 6040/11.] 
Price 4d. (post free 6d.); Sweden. [Cd. 464/11.] Price 93d. (post 
free 11jd.); Switzeriand. (Co, 2768/96.) Price 7d. (post free Sid.); 
United States. [Cd. 7128/13.] Price 1s. 1d. (post free 1s. 5d.). 

Tea and Coffee (1909-10). [H.C. 275/11.] Price 24d. (post free 3d.). 

*United Kingdom (Trade, Commerce, and Condition of People). 
[H.C. 326/15.) Price id. (post free 1d.). 

Wheat Prices, International: Return showing average prices for 1840- 
1912. (H.C. 45/13.) Price id. (post free 1d.). 

PATENT OFFICE (BOARD OF TRADE) PUBLICATIONS :— 

I. Illustrated Official Journal (Patents). Published every Wednesday, 
is., by post 1s. 2d. Annual subscription, including postage, £3; 
quarterly subscription, 15s. 

CONTENTS.—Official Notices—Applications for 
ances of Specifications--Amendments of Specifications—Patente 
Sealed—Renewal Fees Paid—Patents Void—Applications Aban- 
doned, &¢.—Designs Registered—Illustrated Abridgments of Current 
Specifications—and Reports of Patent, &c. Cases. 

II. Trade Marks Journal. Published every Wednesday, 6d., by post 
$d. “Annual subscriptions, including postage, £1 15s.; quarterly 
eubscription, 8s. 9d. 

CONTENTS.—Illustration of Trade Marks applied for, and the 
Names and Callings of Applicants, | 

Annual subscriptions must date from Ist January, other sub- 
scriptions must be for periods of not less than three months, and 
date from Ist of January, April, July or October. 

1876-1887. Nos. 1-509. 1s. each number. 

1888. Nos. 510-561. 1s. 6d. each number. 

1889-1915. Nos. 562 et seq. 6d. each number, by post &d. 

REPORTS of Patent, Design, and Trade Mark Cases. 

1884-1886. Vols. 1-3. 8d. each number, or 10s. each volume. 

1887-1888. Vols, 45. 1s. each number, or 20s. each volume. 

1889-1915. Vols. 6-52. 6d. each number. 

Digest of Cases reported in Vols. 1-5. 1s. each. 

- i Vols. 6-31. 6d. each. 
Consolidated Digest of Cases reported in Vols. 1-27. 

inland post 10s. 7d. 


Price 


Patents—Accept- 


Price 16s.; by 





GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
The ictlowing official publications have recently been 
issued ;: — 


Light Railways Acts, 1896 and 1912.—North Lindsey Ligiit Railways 
(Amendment) Order, 1915. Order made by the Light Railway Commiss.oners, 
and confirined by the Board of Trade, authorising the North Lindsey Licht 
Railways Company to raise additional capital and extending the time for 
the Exercise of Powers under the North Lindsey Light Railways Orders of 
1906 and i915. Cd. 7,967. Price Id. (post free 1:d.). 

Public Income and Expenditure, for the year ended 3ist March, 1918.— 
An Account of the Public Income and BPxpenditure of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland in the year ended the 3lst day of March, 
1918; together with the Balances in the Exchequer on the Ist April, 1917; 
the Receipts and Payments (not being Income and Expenditure) in the 
year ended 3ist March, 1918; and the Balances in the Exchequer on that 
day. H.C. 51. Price 1d. (post free 14d.). 

Third Report (cf Session 1918) from the Select Committee on National 
Expenditure. H.. 59. Price 3d. (post free 4d.). 

Numerical List and Index to the Sessional Printed Papers of 15th 
February, 1916-22nd December, 1916.—Arrangement of the Papers printed 
by Order of the House of Commons and of the Papers presented by 
Command. Session 1916. In thirty-five volumes. H.C. 133. Price ls. 
(post free 1s. 3d.). 

Swiss Credits —Copy of Treasury Minute dated 17th April, 1918, as to 
arrangements with certain Banks in connection with a Swiss credit. 
Cd. 9.649. Price 1d. (post free 14d.). 

Trading with the Enemy.—The Trading with the Enemy (Statutory 
List) Proclamation, together with the Consolidated Statutory List of 
Persons and Firms in countries, other than Enemy countries, with whom 
the Persons and Firms in the United Kingdom are prohibited from trading. 
(With Notes for British Merchants engaged in Foiregn Trade.) Complcte 
to jth April, 1918. Price 6d. (post free 7d.). _ 

Rark Amalaamations.—Copy of Report of the Treasury Committee on 
Bank Amalgamations. In a Treasury Minute dated 11th March, 1918, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer states to the Board that he has appointed 
a Committee to consider and report to what extent, if at all, amalgama- 
tions between banks may affect prejudicially the interests of the Industrial 
and Mercantile Community, and whether it fs desirable tliat legislation 
should be introduced to prohibit such amalgamations or t:» provide safe- 
cuards under which they might continue to be permitted. Cd. 9,002. 
Price 1d (post free 1}d.). ian ae 

National Food Journal.—Containing amongst other items :—Beans, Peas 
and Pulse: fill to Prevent Speculations. The Tea Ballot: Ministry's 
Control Scheme at Werk. The Food Profits Bill: Amendment in the 
House of Lords. Preservation of Surplus Farmers’ Butter. Control of 
Cattle and Meat: Ministry of Food Scheme. Revised Table of Equivalent 
Weights: Increased Coupon Value of Butchers’ Meat and Offals. Statutory 
Rules and Orders, etc. Price 2d. (post free 2id.). = eli ; ye 

Colonial Reports Annual.—No. 956. Northern Territories of the Gold 
Coast. Report for 1916. Cd. 8,973-5. Price 2d. (post free 3d.). 


Statutory Rules and Orders. 


Price 1d. each (post free 14d.). 
Feed Orders. — 
The London and Home Counties (Rationing Scheme, Order, 1915). 


No. 484. 

No. 492. Order of the Food Controlier, dated 2nd May, 1918, amending the 
Foreign Holdings (Rations) Order, 1918. 

No. 494. Order dated Ist May, 1918, made by the Feod Controller amend- 
ing the Edible Offals (Maximum Prices) Order, 1918. 

No. 33. The Fish (Registration of Dealers) Order, 1918. 

No. 505. Meat Rationing Order, 1918. 


No. . The Tea (Retail Prices) Order, 1918. _ 
= we National Control Tea. Tea (Distribution) Order, 


No. 507. 1918. 

Yo. 516 Order dated 6th May, 1918, amending the Grain (Prices) Order, 
1917. ; 

No 528. Meat Retail Prices (England and Wales) Order, No. 2, 1918.. 





ePublication suepended during the period of the War. 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


7, WHITEHALL GARDENS, LONDON, S.W. 1. 





Permanent Departments, Temporary Departments, and Executivg 
Authorities connected with the Board. 





SIR H. LLEWELLYN SMITH, K.C.B. 


Joint Permanent Secretaries SIR W. F. MARWOOD, K.C.B. 





PERMANENT DEPARTMENTS : 


A.—DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. . B.—DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION. 


(Sir W. F. Marwooop.) 


(Sir H. LiuEwettyn Smits). 


Commercial Relations and Treaties.—H. Fountain, C.B., | 
C.M.G. (Assistant Secretary), Gwydyr House, White- = Marine.—C. Hipwood, om: (Assistant Secretary), 7, Whit 
hall, 8.W. 1. | hall Gardens, S.W. ’ 


Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence)—(Joint : 
Department Ce een Office).—Sir av iq  Aari Public Utilities and Harbours.—G. Roper, C. (Assistant 


K.C.8.I., C.M.G. (Comptroller-General) ; 73, Basinghall — Secretary), 7, Whitehall Gardens, ‘SW. : 
Street, E.C. 2. | : 
Industries and Manufactures.—Percy Ash ey (Assistant Railways —E. Pe Mony >. (Assistant Secretary), 
Secretary), Gwydyr House, Whitehall, S. ee . : 
Industrial Property (including Patent Office).—W. Temple | Companies. Wl. Payne, C.B. (Comptroller), 55, Whi | 


Franks, C.B. (Comptroller-General of Patents, Designs | hall, S 


d Trade Mark 25, Southampt Buildings, | 
Chaneiey ay wo 9. eri — | Bankruptcy.—J. G. Willis, C.B. peapedine Gate 


. , Bankruptcy), 1, H , S.W 
Industrial Power and Transport.—H. F. Garlill (Assistant entaiteds ye Canes Renae, ae 
Secretary), 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 
Statistics —A. W. Flux (Assistant Secretary), 68, Victoria | C.—GENERAL. 
Street, S.W. ¥ | . . ‘_ » : 4 
| Legal.—Sir R. Ellis Cunliffe (Solicitor), 7, Whitek 
General Economic Department.—S. J. Chapman, C.B.E. | eneeRE CET: 1. : 


(Assistant Secretary), Gwydyr House, Whitehall, Pinance.—aA. Barnes, 1.8.0. (Accountant-General), 
S.W. 1. Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 





“ Board of Trade Journal.’’—Harcourt Kitchin (Editor), | } 
7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1, and 73, Basinghall $$ Hstablishment.—S. W. Clark aia Staff Officer), 7 
Street, E.C. 2. Whitehall Gardens, 8.W. | 











_ - —_— ~_—- 


TEMPORARY DEPARTMENTS AND EXECUTIVE AUTHORITIES 
; CONNECTED WITH THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


1.—Im port we we Department.—22, Carlisle Place, | 12,—Pool Board (Petrolewm Supplies).—.116, Victoria Street, 
S.W. 1. R. E. Enthoven, C.I.E. (Controller). S.W. 1. Sir W. Egerton, K.C.M. G. (Chairman). 


9 Page: — Department.—23, Buckingham Gate, 13. —Horse Transport Department.—7, Whitehall Garder 
S.W. 1. H. A. Vernet (Controller). 'S.W. 1. R. H. Selbie (Controller). 


8.—Coal Mines Department.—Holborn Viaduct Hotel, 04 afmemesini 
ys (Board of Trade) Committee.—8, Bucking 
, E.C. 1. Guy Calthrop (Controller). ; ham Gate, Westminster, S.W. 1. J. Devonshi 
_4.—Timber Supplies Department.—Caxton House, Tothill | (Chairman). 
2 Street, S.W.1. J. B. Ball (Controller). | 
* §.—Tobacco and Matches Control Board.—1, Great George | 15.—Road Transport Board.—9, Berkeley Street, W. 1 
Street, S.W. 1. Lancelot Hugh Smith, C.B.E. | Sir Evan Jones, Bart. (Chairman). 


(Chairman). i ? 
6.—Cotton Control Board.—Victoria Hotel, Manchester. | einen yp os greene a “. is . a 
Sir A. H. Dixon, Bart. (Chairman). | Owen, K.B.E. (Chairman of Advisory Committee) 


aa issi Dyes.—7, Whitehall Gardens, | ; , ' _ 
‘ ewe “Bir as Tenor, Bart. iittiient). 17.—Aircrafit Insurance Committee.—33-36, King Williat 


Street, E.C. 4. Montague Norman, D.S.O. (Chair 
man of Advisory Committee). 











8.—Industrial (War Enquiries) Branch.—Gwydyr House, 
Whitehall, S.W. 1. 8. J. Chapman, C.B.E. | 
(Director). | 18.—Air Raid Compensation Committce.—Palmerstor 

9.—Railway Executive Committee.—35, Parliament Street, | House, Old Broad Street, E.C. 2. Sir T. Elliott 
S.W. 1. The President of the Board of Trade Bart., K.C.B. (Chairman). 


(Chairman). Sir H. A. Walker, K.C.B. (Acting 19.—Insurance Intelligence Department.—18, Abchurck 


Chairman). J 
C. 4. G. W. O | 
10.—Canal Control Committee.—7, Prince’s Street, S.W. 1. Lane, E.C. 4. G. W. Russell (Officer in Charge) 


Sir Maurice Fitzmaurice, C.M.G. (Chairman). | 20.—Committee on Work of National Importance.—Fitzalar 
11.—Petrol Control Depurtment.—19, Berkeley Street, | House, Arundel Street, Strand, W.C. 2. Sir Hildrec 
W.1. Sir Evan Jones, Bart. (Controller). | Carlile, M.P. (Chairman). 
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